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Hebert il de Honored \ 


PITTSFIELD — A retirement 
testimonial for Vincent J. Hebert, 
longtime superintendent of’ parks 
and recreation, will be held Jan. 12 
at the Sons of Italy Itam Lodge, 
Pontoosuc Lake, starting with a 
cocktail hour-at-6 p.m. | 

Hebert, 71, announced in Sep- 
tember that he would retire Dec, 31 
after 39: years of service in city 
government. | 

Hebert came to Pittsfield in 1950 
from Montpelier, Vt., with the in- 
tention of staying three years, but 
decided that this was the place for 


him and his family, so he never left. Q. 


Over the years, he became a fix- 
ture in the life of the city. Last 
year, the approach road to Onota 
Lake Park was named for him by 
act of the City Council, and he was 
marshal of last year’s Fourth of 
July parade. 


} 


| 


Hebert said that his greatest dis- | 
appointment was the City Council’s | 
refusal in 1975 to buy Camp Onota, | 
with its view of the lake and Mount | 


Greylock, as a park for the city. 


uated from Quincy High School, 
Kent Hill School in Maine and the 


former State Teacher’s College in, . 


Hyannis. He served in the US. | 
Navy in World War II and earned a | 
master’s degree in education and , 


recreation at Columbia University | 
in New York City. He has won many | 
honors and awards since moving to | 
Pittsfield. : i 


No tickets for the Jan. 12 testi- | 
monial will be sold at the door. | 
Some tickets are available at the 
Park Department office at 874 


North St. 1/4 (90 ff 


t 
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{ 196 Velma Ave. 
\ Pittsfield 


A good decision 


on Pittsfield’s creche 
_ To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


I was pleased and reassured by | 


| the decision to prohibit the display 


of the creche on publie grounds. As | 
a citizen of this country with its | 
decidedly multicultural population, | 
I am acutely aware of the political | 
and legal safeguards that protect its 

freedoms of thought and religion — 
separation of church and _ state | 
among the foremost of these. 

Rather than decrying the move of | 
the creche as a concession to those | 
who would needlessly generate un- | 
rest, it should be viewed for what it} 


olution that inherently and correctly 
recognizes the diversity of religious. 
belief that exists not only in Pitts- : 
field, but across this country. ; 


JESSICA STRINGER® 
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is — a sensitive and intelligent ri 


| RECREATION SUPERVI- 


SOR. (General), Part-time, 
twenty hours per week, eve- 
nings and weekends, paid 
experience in recreation ora 
B.S. in either recreation, 


, physical education, or a re- 
| lated field and some paid 
| recreation experience. Apply 
/ to: Department of Parks and 
| Recreation, 874 North Street, 
| Pittsfield, MA. 01201, be- 
-_ tween the hours of 9:00am. 
--and 5:00pm. Monday - 
| Friday. Deadline for filing 
| applications is Friday, Sep- 


tember 21, 1990. Equal Op- 


| portunity/Affirmative 
\ Employer. 


Ne A native of Quincy, Hebert grad- | 


Hebert’s 


IMI EERO 


retirement bash — 


set for Jan. 12 at lodge ~ 


PITTSFIELD — Vincent J. He- 
bert, who retired Sunday as super- 
intendent of the Parks and Recre- 
ation Department, will be honored 
at a testimonial Jan.12 at the 
ITAM Lodge at Pontoosuc Lake. 


The event will begin at 6 p.m. 


Hebert, 71, had announced his 
retirement in September. His re- 
tirement ends 39 years of service 
to the city. 


John C. Marchesi, director of 
recreation for the city, is chair- 
man of the testimonial com- 
mittee. 


A limited number of tickets 
may be obtained at the Park 
Department office at Springside 
House, 874 North St., through this 
afternoon. No tickets will be sold 
at the door. 


Hebert was 
when Mayor 


honored earlier 
Anne Everest 


GG . 


Hebert was honored 
earlier when the ap- 
proach road to the 
city’s Onota Lake Park 
was renamed the Vin- 
cent Hebert Boulevard. 


Spy 


Wojtkowski and the Pittsfield City 
Council renamed . the approach 
road to the city’s Onota Lake 
Park the Vincent Hebert Boule- 
vard. 


As a high school student, the 
mayor had been hired by Hebert 


to work in the summer parks 
program. 

He came to Pittsfield in 1950 
from Montpelier, Vt., where he 
held a similar position for two 
years. 

Born in Quincy,* Vincent grad- 
uated from Quincy High School. 
Kent Hill School in Maine and the 
former State Teachers College in 
Hyannis. He has a_ master’s 
degree in education and recre- 
ation from Columbia University. 

He served in the Navy in World 
War II. He then was director of 
physical education at the Day 
School in New York City and chief 
of corrective therapy in the Veter- 
ans Administration Hospital in 
Bedford. He took the Montpelier 
job in 1948. 

In 1983, he was also given the 
duties of director of community 
services, a post he held for three 
years. 


The Berkshire Eagle, Thursday, February 1, 1990 . 
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. Everest Wojtkowski; 
Dickhaus, chairman of the Park 


To the committee who made 

it possible and the many 

friends who attended my re- 
_ tirement testimonial showing 
SO much warmth, caring and 

generosity goes my heartfelt 
| thanks. - 


VINCENT J. HEBERT 


tion 
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'300 area tots 
to sing on steps 


of City Hall 


PITTSFIELD — 


The De- } 


| partment: of Parks and Recre- |} 


ation has organized its annual 
Christmas caroling on the 
steps of City Hall. The annual 


' seasonal event, for area pre- 


' school and kindergarten chil- 


_ dren, will be held on Thursday | 


/ at noon. 


About 300 children are ex- | 


' pected to take part. Partici- 
pants include pupils from Eg- 


remont, Allendale, Crosby and | 
_ Stearns schools, Berkshire Life » 


(Girls Inc. Satellite), YMCA, 
| Early Childhood, and Dorothy 
Amos for Childhood Develop- 
ment Ine. 

Members of the Pittsfield 
High School Chorus will lead 


the caroling. /2 - /¥ = 76 ¢ 


300 at testimonial 


for Vincent Hebert 


PITTSFIELD — More than 300 | 
_ people honored Vincent J. Hebert | 


? 


| 


on Friday night at his testimonial — 
retirement party at the Sons of | 


Italy Itam lodge. 
Hebert was Pittsfield superin- 


tendent of Parks and Recreation 


for more than 39 years. 
Speakers included Mayor Anne 


David | 


Commission; Imelda C. LaMoun- | 
tain, president of the City Coun- | 
cil; David Clifton, representing 

the Massachusetts Recreation and | 


Park Association: Eric O’Brien, 


representing the National Recea- | 


tion and Park Association, and | 
John C. Marchesi, city director of | 
rereation. | 


Parks and recreation directors | 


~ and superintendents from all over | 


New England were the guests. 


~~ Marchesi was chairman of the. 


arrangements. 
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Family course: 


Ball fields 


Springside Park Plan 


PROPOSED FACILITIES 
18-hole family golf course 
9-hole Par-3 golf course 
Lighted driving range 

Lighted practice putting green 


COURSE STATISTICS 
First nine: 2,496 yards, Par 33 


Second nine: 2,804 yards, Par 34 
Par-3 course: 1,395 yards, Par 27 


Design by Rowland B Armacost, golf course 
architect, Hinsdale. 


Golf complex proposed at Springside 


@ WELLS, from Al 


study. A study is estimated at 
$6,500 to $9,000, he said. 

“We are far from even ap- 
proaching the City Council,’ he 
said. 

As planned, the complex would 
boarder two other golf courses, 
Berkshire Hills and the General 
Electric Athletic Association. The 
Springside facility would stretch 
from North Street to Benedict 
Road and from Springside Avenue 


to Crane Avenue. 

“The commission feels that’s 
too much to cram into Spring- 
side,’ said Dickhaus. The com- 
mission thinks one of the golf 
courses should be scaled down, he 
said. ‘‘The big money is made on 
the driving range and pitch and 
putt anyway.” 

All baseball fields and the pond 
would remain unaltered, he said. 
An advantage of creating a golf 
course is that it would tend to 
deter dumping, which has become 
an increasingly serious problem 
in Springside, Dickhaus said. 

This is not the first time the 
idea has been broached, he said. 
He said he found proposals dating 
from 1957, and from 1962. 

Wells was unreachable for 
comment by telephone yesterday. 

An area golfer said that al- 
though there are about 15 golf 
courses in Berkshire County, not 
all are open to the public. Some 
are private, some semiprivate. 
The only other public course in 
Pittsfield is the Pontoosuc Lake 
Country Club; the Berkshire Hills 
Country Club is semiprivate. 

According to a study released 
by the National Golf Foundation 
last year, if one new course were 
created every day, it would just 
keep up with the demand. 


Donated by Millers 


The property, including the 19th 
century Springside House at, 874 
North St., now the headquarters 
of the Parks Department, was 
donated to the city by the Miller 


purchasing land to be designated 
for public use. 

Kelton B. Miller gave the orig- 
inal gift of 1514 acres in 1910-12. In 
1938, his sons Donald B. and 
Lawrence K. Miller added 75 
acres to the park through their 
purchase of the Stephens estate, 
donated to the city in tribute to 
their father. 

Over the years, the condition of 
some areas of the park has 
prompted concern by residents. 
The frog pond, in particular, has 
at various times been spoiled with 
sediment and algae, causing in- 


dignation on the part of neigh, A 


bors. 


4 
\ 


A former children’s zoo, an in- 
stitution immensely popular with 
youngsters, was plagued by van- 
dalism, including the killing of 
animals in the 1970s, and was 
eventually discontinued on _ that 
account in 1984. 2 (2.3]9o : 


family, whose members have long ¥ 
been active in conservation and in // 





Marchesi is appointed . 
acting Parks Dept. chief | 


_ PITTSFIELD — John C. United States Jaycees and the 
|Marchesi, longtime director of Pittsfield Exchange Club. | 

/ recreation in the city’s Depart- In 1982 he was appointed by 
ment of Parks and Recreation, then Secretary of the Interior 

_has been named acting superin- James G. Watt to a two-year term 
_| tendent of the city’s Department on the Appalachian National Sce-. 
| of Parks and Recreation, nic Trail Advisory Council. | 
The Park Commissioners unan- He has also, for many years, 


_imously approved the appoint- b ce aa 
| si ; een active in Republican Party | 
| Aa be. ae bah ns ee affairs. He was named clerk of | 
made until the Sosition which is a Central Berkshire District Court 
mayoral appointment oavivibe ae 1974 by then Gov. Francis W. | 
fined Sargent, but withdrew his i 
es Uy ot eat from nomination. He was for-. 
Commissioner Clifford J. Nilan merly chairman of the Berkshire 


moved that Marchesi head the County Republican Association. 
| department and represent the | : 
' commission on all matters. He is one of the founders and 


Commissioner Roger Sloper said charter members of the Itam 


NT OE EE ws 
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ge 


Reid Middle Schooi 


Lighted Driving Ran 
(13 acres) 


| Mt. Greylock 
Extended-Care 


Detail of map of proposed Springside golf course. 


prepared 


| Marchesi has been directing the 
) department since Jan. 12, the fi- 
_ nal day of work for longtime di- 
rector Vincent J. Hebert. 
Marchesi has for many years 
_ headed the city’s recreation and 
_ athletic programs. He has organ- 
'ized softball leagues, Little 
_ League, Babe Ruth League and 
learn-to-swim programs. He has 
- won awards for service to the 
, United Cerebral Palsy Association 
| and has been cited by a variety of 


Lodge, and has served as the. 
lodge’s venerable and as a 
trustee. He was a state trustee for 
two two-year terms and in 1979 
was elected to the national board 
of trustees for the Sons of Italy. ; 


He has held the post as director 
of recreation for 34 years. A na- 
tive of Providence, R.I., he at- 
tended Boston University and the | 
Rhode Island School of Education. 

He and his wife, the former. 
Vanda Luciani of Dorchester, 


yorganizations, including the have two daughters. 3/2/10 


the commission will 


wait to bring a request to the City 


Council for funds for a feasibility 
WELLS, continued on B4 


/ waiton \ 
_ Golf on Dan Fox Drive © 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE: — - 


Hinsdale architect Rowland 


Armacost, is awaiting a formal 


Wells has told the Park Com- 
proposal from Wells. 


mission that other communities 
have used courses of this type to 


generate income for the city. 
Until that is presented, said 


The Parks Commission, which 


has a preliminary view 


by 


Golf course abutters Y 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 
My gosh! Abutters to a 
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Dickhaus, 


But 


scroungy dump complaining be- 
cause it might be upgraded to a 
golf course [Eagle, Feb. 23]. 
_ What is this world coming to? 
Everyone knows that property 
abutting a golf course is prime. 
You would think that the Pitts- 


_ field Parks Commission was en- . 


_ tertaining a proposal to build a 
prison or a mall at Springside 
Park! | 
We shouldn’t forget that 
Springside Park, even in its now 


A golf course at Springside 
Park! I am shocked to think that 
a park meant for all to enjoy 
would be turned into a golf com- 
plex meant for the few who par- 
ticipate in the sport. 

As a mother of young children, 
this proposal will be a great in- 
justice to the families who enjoy 
Springside Park for walking and 
picnicking. Somehow I cannot see 
my 2-year-old parring the ninth 


Outside financing is essential, 
While financial information was 
sketchy, one source said Wells 
hopes GE will donate the money 


Dickhaus said, because ‘‘we can 


hole. I say to John Wells and the 
Park Commission, don’t take 

| away our park! Why not build a 

_ golf complex on Dan Fox Drive, 

_ there’s nothing else out there. 

| LAURIE CONNOR 
156 Allengate Ave. a | 
Pittsfield als lx | 
f 


never allow parkland to be used 
It would be repaid by the income 
there was no indication last night 
who would be responsible for 
paying off a loan if the course was 


as collatoral. We can’t give it to 


anybody.” 
for the facility. Failing that, he 


proposed financial structure. 
would like GE to provide a loan. 


less than pristine condition, is the 
property of all the citizenry of 
Pittsfield — not just a few abut- 
ters who prefer to watch all- 
terrain vehicles, dump trucks and 
drug peddlers parade across their 
backyards. 


HARRY RIZZINI 
Pittsfield 411140 


Restore city services 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE: — projects.” Budgets were devas- | 
I hope the mayor is not waiting tated. Services were cut. People’s | 
for applause because $6.2 million lives were disrupted. Elected of- | 
of “free cash” has materialized  ficials cry, “There is no money: 
[Eagle, Sept. 19]. Does this mean We need more tax revenue: But § 
fire stations will be reopened? next spring when city budgets are 
That Springside House will be being slashed once again, don't 
painted? That field trips, reading be surprised if the citizens of © 
programs and new textbooks will _ Pittsfield don’t listen. 
be restored to the school budget? We dont care About the 
That the $1.9 million from the mayor’s new projects or free | 
user-fee tax hike will be elimi- cash. We want services restored 
nated? Or that the 91 laid-off and city layoffs to stop. | 
municipal workers will be re- ‘ 
| RON VIRGILIO | 


Wells, said Dickhaus, is seeking generated by the golfers. 


‘Feasibility is a big question,” 


Dickhaus said the course, as 
said Dickhaus. 


envisioned, would be operated by 
the city. It might possibly, he 


said, be managed by an outside 


Wells wants an 18-hole course, a 
firm hired by the city. 


nine-hole course, a driving range 


and a pitch and putt area. 
financing from GE. Capital, and 


the commission is waiting for a 
presentation that will outline the 


favors the idea, but wants 


scaled down. 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A Lanesboro 
-golf professional wants to create a 


hired? No? S 
Why? Because the mayor now Dalton Division Road 


has money to fund “new capital Pittsfield Wh : | 
ENT Gio, 


By Linda Burchard 


David L. Dickhaus, commission 
chairman, said the commission 


John Wells, who operates the 
Berkshire Golf Shop on South 
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compass about two-thirds of the 
237-acre preserve. 

Main Street, Lanesboro, brought 
the idea to the city Parks Com- 


Springside Park that would en- 
mission. 


$1.5 million golf complex in 
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ells exploring 


By Linda Burchard 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The golf pro who is 
proposing the creation of a golf complex 
in Springside Park said he hopes GE 
Capital will provide financing, but that 
the complex could be built with other 
financing sources. 

John Wells, who operates the Berk- 
Shire Golf Shop on Route 7 in Lanesboro 
said he believes the project, which he 
estimates would cost about $2 million to 
construct on the city-owned land, would 
make money for the city. 


Pittsfield moneymaker 


‘“‘There’s no doubt in my mind that this 
‘thing can make money and be an asset 
to the city of Pittsfield,’ Wells said, 
citing “‘the growth of golf and the short- 
age of courses.”’ : 

Wells estimated that the complex 
would generate an annual profit of 
$140,000. The best case, according to his 
calculations, would be a profit of $198,000 
a year. The worst case, a loss of $5,082. 

The complex would include an 18-hole 
course, a nine-hole course, a miniature 
golf course and a driving range. 

Wells said he realizes he is proposing 
the project at a time when the city is ina 
state of fiscal anxiety. Normally, the city 
would fund a capital project by floating a 
bond issue. Under that procedure the 
city in effect guarantees that it will re- 
pay the borrowed money. 

Because of the fiscal concern, he said 
he is exploring other avenues based on 


funding options 
for golf complex 


John Wells 
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' public gol 
financing, 
city could ta 


Commission is right to favor a sca 
the proposal. But if a pl 
that would have a por 
| the golf revenues earmar 


: Golf at Springside Park | 

Since the city of Pittsfield has not done much 
in recent years with Springsi 
least to consider the propos 


busi n for using mu 
businessitta complex. Much would depend on 


urse, which the cash-strapped 
perigee’ part in. And the city Parks 


de Park, it ought at 
al of a Lanesboro 


ch of the park as a- 


ling down of 
an could be worked out | 
tion of the city’s take from — 
ked for better upkeep 


of the rest of the park, it just might make sense. 


As things stand now, 
| midnight dumpers and all-terrain Ves ae 


the park attracts too many — 


Pe 
te 


70 


‘Wells seeks unconventional ways 


_ to finance Sprin 


| 


the financial model used by a Colorado | 
firm, First Golf Corporation of Denver, | 
that he said has built 72 golf courses. | 


Wells added that under First Golf’s ap- 


proach the city would not have to borrow | 


money. First Golf raises the money it- 


self, paying off the debt through the | 
money generated from the course. The | 


firm would not own the course, although 


it would have the option of running it, 


Wells said. 
Hope for GE support 


‘This is the type of arrangement he 
hopes to convince GE Capital to under- | 
take, Wells said. He has also approached | 
Glen H. Hiner, head of GE Plastics here, | 
to see if plastics would like to be in- | 
volved in the project. Plastics could use 
the course as ‘a showcase for its prod- | 
ucts, just as it has done with its.plastic | 


house here, Wells said. 


GE’s products could be used in the 

_ clubhouse, maintenance building and | 
_ other facilities. If GE is not interested, 
he said, he hopes First Golf or a similar | 


j company would undertake the project. 


Although there are about 15 courses in | 
. Berkshire County, not all are open to the 
_ public. The only other public course in | 
_ Pittsfield is the Pontoosue Lake Country | 


| Club. 


golf, he said, and will come to Pittsfield 


and spend money, in addition to paying | 
. 2/24/46 GOLF, continued on B4 | 








A city-owned course, said Wells, would | 
allow the ‘‘average person’’ and the | 
tourist, to play. Tourists want to play | 


| 





@ GOLF, from BI 
at the course. 

Residents could pay one. fee, 
tourists another, he said. 

He'said the average wait to join 
| a golf club in Berkshire County is 
two years. 

“At most of the others, on 

_ weekends there is a two-hour wait 
on the tee,’’ he said. 

The city would benefit finan- 
cially, he said, whether it man- 
ages the complex and keeps all 
the profit, or contracts for the 
management, which would re- 
ceive a percentage. 

Wells said he wants a feasibility 
study to be done with part of the 
overall financing, and not, as a 
Story in yesterday’s Eagle said, 

with an appropriation from the 
City Council. . 


Not a city nickel 


‘We don’t want the city to put 
up a nickel,’ said Wells. “‘It’s a 
bad time, financially, yet we 
know municipal courses make 
money.”’ ; | 
The Parks Commission, ac- 
cording to Chairman David L. 
Dickhaus, favors the idea, but 
wants the proposal scaled down. 
|. He said the complex would 
. benefit the condition of the area, 
which has become a dumping 
ground for old household appli- 


ances and other rubbish, by pro- 


viding monitoring. 2/24 Ge Zé 


He said the city could ensure 
that the course be maintained in 
an environmentally responsible 
way. 

Wells said he hopes GE Capital, 
which is a GE subsidiary, agrees 
to finance the proposal, because 
then it would be possible for him 
and Rowland Armacost to partic- 
ipate in the design. Armacost, of 
Hinsdale, built and designed the 
course at the Waubeeka Country 
Club, which he ran for 20 years; 
built the back nine holes at the 
Wahconah Country Club, and re- 
built the Bass Ridge Club -in 
Hinsdale. 


Good golf country 


A preliminary study by Ar- 
macost indicates that the site 


“has the earmarks of good golf — 


country, and contains natural 
features for the location of excel- 
lent golf greens and good con- 
touring for fairway and tee loca- 
tions.”’ , 
Armacost also referred to.many 


beautiful trees on the land, some | 


gside golf course 


of them majestic but obscured by 
overgrown shrubbery. . 
Wells, who lives on Wendell 


Avenue, was born and raised in 


Lee. Of the 25 years he has been 
in the golf business, four were. in 
Florida, four on Long Island, and 
12 were spent at Cranwell. He was 


on the professional golf circuit for | 
two years, and has operated the | 
Berkshire Golf Shop for three | 


years.. 


Wells said his primary purpose : 
in trying to. put the project to- | 
gether is to see the golf course | 


built. But, he said, if the city is 
seeking someone to manage the 


course, he would be interested in~ 
discussing the possibility. 
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_ Neighbors protest 
golf at Springside 


By Daniel Pearl 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Neighbors of Springside Park are ) : 
already | 
starting to organize against the proposal that a golf course be | 


built in the 237-acre preserve. 


‘Royal J. Hartigan of 1068 North St. said he read The Eagle’ | 
agle’s | 
news account Friday of Lanesboro golf professional John Wells’ | 


presentation to the city Parks Commission, ‘‘went through the 


roof’’ and spent the next day calling neighbors and city officials | 


to express opposition. 


He said many of the same neighbors who fought se | 

earlier | 
attempts to develop the park will soon meet, draft petitions | 
against the golf course, go door to door to rouse neighbors and | 


show up in force at any meeting where the plan is discussed. 
Place to walk 


“For many of us this place is almost sacred,’ he said. ‘“You | 
go there year-round, for jogging, walking the dog, nature | 
walking, or cross-country skiing. ‘‘We see development of it for | 


profit-making as an incursion not only into the spirit 
but also our access to it.”’ ‘ pitt qrene pat 


_Wells’ proposal, which the Parks Commission sai | 
_ likely be scaled down, is for an 18-hole golf course, AOS eh | 
_ course, a driving range and a pitch-and-putt area. The course, | 
which Wells said would cost about $2 million to build, would be | 

on city land, open to the public, with a greens fee charged for | 


each use. 


Wells said it would generate an annual profit of about $140 | 
Springside Park, much of which as donated Be Eagle | 
publisher Lawrence K. Miller and members of his family over | 
the years, has been the subject of various development propos- | 
als over the years, including golf courses in 1957 and 1962 and | 


filling-in of the algae-ridden pond in 1980. 


Other problems at the park are vandalism at the def | 
children’s zoo and continuing illegal dumping. dyeace 


Volunteer cleanup 


Hartigan, a professor at Wesleyan University i : 
, y in Middletown, | 
Conn., who has lived near the park for four decades, said | 
neighbors set up volunteer clean-up crews as an alternative to | 
oo in 1980, and he said the same can be done this | 
“The solution is not in simple, narrow-access, restri 
t 3 : cted use, 
profit-making venture. The answer is to maintain the park the | 
ee ot aes be, ye said. But he added that a cleanup effort | 
e city support to succeed. ¢ | 
A|2~5/%0 
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‘A golf course 
is forever 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 
How many people walk their 


_ dogs through Springside Park on 


nice spring days, through the. 


| summer and fall? How many 
- children walk through the park, to 
and from Reid Middle School? | 
' Mine do and I know others do, | 
- too. These are just two examples | 


of what you won’t be able to do if 


a golf course is built in Springside 


_ Park. 

‘Just because the park looks 
abandoned and uncared for 
doesn’t mean no one uses it. Sure 
there are the illegal users who. ° 
dump their garbage and destroy 
the terrain with off-road vehicles. 
The city even uses it to dump — 

| some items. This is our last bit of 

public land in the heart of the 
city. It’s for our children. It’s for 
everyone who longs to smell the 
flowers and watch the butterflies. 
The disrepair can be tended to. | 
Maybe not now, but hopefully, 
someday. It’s not forever. | | 

A golf course is forever and not | 
user-friendly, if you don’t. golf. A 
select few would enjoy while the 
masses lose out. Not, I think, 
what the Millers had in mind. 
[The park land was donated to the 
city by Eagle publisher Lawrence 
K. Miller and members of his 
family. ] 

Let's not forget that David L. 
Dickhaus, Park Commission | 
chairman and the commissioners | 
are the same crew who canceled 
our Halloween Parade without a 
rain date or a thought for the 
children. | 

SUSAN DELPHIA 

N Pittsfield - A261 


Board scrutinizes financing of golf plan 


By Linda Burchard 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The city’s Parks 
Commission wants to ensure the sound- 
ness of financing for a proposed $2 mil- 
lion golf complex in Springside Park 
before it proceeds with a feasibility 
study or holds a public hearing. 

“T haven’t seen a financial offering yet 
that doesn’t put the park at risk,” said 
Commission Chairman David L. Dick- 
haus after last night’s meeting at 
Springside House. ‘‘I’ve seen some great 
ideas, but I’ve yet to see a plan we can 
swallow. No one is going to give away 
the park.”’ 

Dickhaus said a plan that would allow 
a lender to assume management of the 
complex if it did not make money, and so 
recoup its loan, would not be acceptable. 

That would be the arrangement with 
the First Golf Corp. of Denver, Colo., 
according to John Wells of Pittsfield, the 
longtime golf pro who is spearheading 
the proposal to create a golf complex in 
the 237-acre park. 

Wells told the commission last night 


, that he has sought support from GE 


plastics, which is discussing the possibil- 
ity of lending the estimated $2 million to 
build the course. 

“They said they would give it very 
serious consideration,’ he told the 
commission. 

Wells estimated the annual profit at 
$140,000. The course would remain city 
land, open to the public, with a greens 
fee charged for use. 

He also has received support for the 
venture from the Massachusetts Golf 
Association, which, he said, is “‘in the 
business of running municipal golf 
courses.’ 

Its executive director Richard D. 
Haskell wrote Wells, ‘‘As a pure business 
venture, I have every confidence that it 
would certainly pay for itself.” 


Parks Commission members .empha- 
sized that they wanted to scale down the 
proposal, which as Wells originally pre- 
sented it, included an 18-hole course, a 
nine-hole course, a driving range and a 
pitch-and-putt area. 

Dickhaus said he favors the family 
aspect of the complex, including the 
miniature golf-area. 


“We’re not catering to a single select 
group of big-time golfers,” he said. 

Dickhaus said he has received 19 calls. 
Ten of them, from abutters, were against 
the project; the other nine favored it. 

A group of neighbors is organizing. in 
opposition, because they want the park 
to remain open land. One of them, Royal 
J. Hartigan of 1068 North St., said 
neighbors would volunteer to clean up 
the park, which has been the site of 
continuing illegal dumping. 

Various development proposals have 
been made over the years, including 
construction of golf courses in 1957 and 
1962 and filling-in of the algae-ridden 
pond in 1980. Much of the land. was 
donated by Eagle publisher Lawrence K. 
Miller and members of his family. 

Wells said last night that he believes 
the golf complex would “upgrade the 
park.”’ The city, since Proposition 2%, 
has lacked funds to adequately maintain 
it. 

Dickhaus said after the meeting that 
he would like to ‘‘bring something into 
the. park that will increase people’s use 


of it and still keep people happy: "yl ' (4 Ot 
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|) BO the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


There were flocks of bluebirds 


in Springside Park last spring. 


Wildflowers bloom there from 
frost to frost. At the highest ele- 
vation one can see the hills on all 
sides. In a_ short walk there, 
without making the commitment 
to a serious and strenuous hike, it 
is possible to experience pond and 
swamp, woodland and meadow. 
The city dweller can know the feel 
of the land underfoot. Is all this to 
be replaced by the sterility of a 
golf course? Golf courses seem to 
be a plastic replica of the out- 
doors. 

Springside is used regularly by 
a variety of people. Children play 
there. The elderly walk there. 
There are runners, bikers, all- 
terrain vehicle riders, dog walk- 
ers, lovers. Many people who live 
near the park are there because 
they love the park. To most of 
these, a golf course will say, 
‘Took, but don’t touch.” 

It is true that there are prob- 
lems in the park, but they can be 
solved. I don’t like all-terrain ve- 
hicles, but our young people do. 
The worst problems with them 
ean be corrected by eliciting the 
help of the riders. A club to spon- 


- sor rallies could do much to pro- 


mote self-regulation. 
Dumping is increasing on open 


‘People love the park’ _ | 


land everywhere because of the | 
difficulty and expense entailed in | 
the disposal of large. household — 


items. Does that mican we should | _ 


have no open land? Surely we can 
get community support to clean 
up the park. | 
If a golf course is So profitable, | 
let it be on private land. ee 
NANCY EPPLEY | 
197 Second St. ~/,-/A~ i 
Pittsfield GAY ho ® / GO ff 
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' different scenes. 
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~ To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Harry Rizzini [Letters, March 
wrote “We shouldn’t forget that 
| Springside Park, even in its now 
| less than pristine condition, is the 

property of all the citizens of 

Pittsfield not just a few abutters 

_ who prefer to watch all-terrain 
Die ada and drug 
rs para 
ee € across their 


This winter I’ve been up to the. 


_ park over a dozen times with my 


2-year-old daughter. Sometimes 


we would just go to the hill, where . | 


the main pond is, for slidi 
| ‘ sl 
Other times I would vill Be 


| through the woods to the fields in 
back of Reid School. As we passed 


the playground next to 
the 
Z00, she would say ‘‘swing,”’ os 
membering what we used to do 
ete in the summer. 
e black picture painted | 
what we abutters prefer to an 


and what we actually do are two / 


Cleanup at Springside i 


\ 


Instead of focusin | 
who do abuse the fare ne | 
on the majority that respect it. 
With the city in fiscal straits we 
cant sit back anymore and wait 
for them to clean up our parks. | 
ee ee some concerned | 

yutters”’ are plannin up 
activities. We dani RS | 
hand. Why don’t you help out? 


JOHN SERRIDGE | 


44 Pl ; : 
pig ltr 


Open land is precious’ | 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Reid Middle School students | 
don’t cut through anymore. The | 
red foxes were hit by cars, while 
trying to find a new home. The | 
groundhogs have herbicides on’, 
them. The brook has lawn chem- | 
icals in it. The song birds go. 
elsewhere. Families don’t walk | 


there anymore. 


Cross-country 


skiers don’t ski, children don't) 
play, birders don’t bird, joggers 
don’t jog. Springside Park has 
been turned into a golf course. | 
Just what we need — another golf 
course! Let’s keep the precious © 


little open land open. 


CHARLES BROWNE 


\ 682 Tyler St. 


\. Pittsfield 5}4 140 


- niture? I would love to have my | 
the flowers. and | 
but unfortunately | 


Springside’s mess ‘ 
To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 

It made my blood boil reading 
the letter in the Feb. 28 Eagle, “A 
golf course is forever.” I am a 
family day-care provider who 
cares as much about the health 
and well being of our children as 


anyone. 
During the spring, summer and 


fall months I enjoy taking my 


day-care children on field trips: 
On numerous occasions we have 
gone to Springside Park only to be 


horrified at the playground area 
littered with broken glass, ciga- | 


rette butts in the half-filled sand- 
box and the threat of rusting nails 
and splintered wood, where there 
once was a ZOO. 

Have you ever walked six pre- 
school children down a rutty and 
rocky pathway only to find rusted 
appliances and bug-infested fur- 


children enjoy 
butterflies, 
Springside Park is not the place 
in its present state. 

I am for the golf course and for 
keeping our children off the 
streets and out of the woods. 

KATHLEEN MOORE 
167 Highland Ave. 9/<7 4 
Pittsfield 31 87 40 
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To the Editor of THE EAGLE: — 
Harry Rizzini (Letters, March 


1] wrote ‘‘We shouldn’t forget that 


Springside Park, even in its now 
less than pristine condition, is the 
property of all the citizens of 
Pittsfield not just a few abutters 
who prefer to watch all-terrain 
vehicles, dump trucks and drug 
peddlers parade across their 
backyards.”’ 

This winter I’ve been up to the 
park over a dozen times with my 
92-year-old daughter. Sometimes 
we would just go to the hill, where 
the main pond is, for sliding. 


Other times I would pull her 


through the woods to the fields in 
back of Reid School. As we passed 


the playground next to the old 


zoo, she would say ‘‘swing,’’ re- 


_ membering what we used to do 


there in the summer. 
The black picture painted of 
what we abutters prefer to watch 


and what we actually do are two i 
, different scenes. f 


J. Cleanup at Springside 


Instead of focusing on a few 
who do abuse the park, let’s focus 
on the majority that respect it. 
With the city in fiscal straits, we 
can’t sit back anymore and wait 
for them to clean up our parks. 
This spring, some concerned 
“abutters”? are planning clean-up 
activities. We could always use a 
hand. Why don’t you help out? 


JOHN SERRIDGE 
44 Pleasure Ave. 2 ay (fui, 
Pittsfield 3/12] 90 





Questions swirl about Springside golf 


PITTSFIELD — A golf course at 
| Springside Park may not conform to the 
conditions of the gift of the property, and 
that question should be resolved before 
any more work or consideration is given 
to the proposal, according to Councilor at 
large Peter G. Arlos. 

Arlos is petitioning the City Council to 
ask the Park Commission whether re- 
strictions placed on the donated land 
prevent its use for a development such 
as the golf complex that is being pro- 
posed. 

“The city’s 1965 attempt to use just one 
acre of parkland as the site of a high 
school was rejected by the Miller family 
at that time, even though the land would 
not have been used for the construction 
itself,’’ Arlos wrote in a release. 

“It is important that we know what the 
donors’ intentions were because, in do- 
nating the property, they imposed condi- 
tions. It would be unfair to require the 
developer to spend time and money when 


Springside 
- meets with 


@ SPRINGSIDE, from B1 


rate multiuse park of much 
higher public value than has been 


the case in recent years.’ 


Finances 


Park Commission Chairman 
David L. Dickhaus has said that 
_ the commission wants to first as- 
certain whether financial ar- 
rangements, still in the tentative 
planning stages, are feasible, be- 
fore scheduling public hearings. 
Dickhaus has also said that the 
commission would not ‘‘put the 
_ park at risk’’ by any proposal that 
would allow a lender to assume 
management of the complex if it 


did not make money. 


Arlos also asked the commis- 
sion to organize a volunteer group 
of citizens willing to make a 
commitment to help clean up 


Springside Park. 


there is no possibility of development,”’ 
Arlos wrote. 

Michael G. Miller, president of Eagle 
Publishing Co. Inc., declined to comment 
on his family’s gift of the land, but his 
brother, Mark C. Miller, associate editor 
of The Eagle, said the proposed project 
should be explored. 


‘Is another golf course really needed 
in Berkshire County? With the increasing 
popularity of the sport, possibly so,’’ he 
said. ‘‘I’d like to know what the access is 
to the existing courses.”’ 


Proposed by golf pro 
The proposal for a golf complex in 


Springside Park has been presented to | 
the Park Commission by longtime golf 
pro John Wells of Pittsfield. As Wells | 
described it, the complex would include | 
an 18-hole course, a nine-hole course, a i 
miniature course and a driving range. 


He estimated the complex would gener- 
ate an annual profit of $140,000. | 


golf idea \. 


questions 


Some residents of the area have 
objected to the prospect of a golf 
complex. One of them, Royal J. | 
Hartigan of 1068 North St., has | 
called for city support of a | 
neighborhood effort to clean up | 


the park. 


thorized dumping, which has 
marred the area. 
In 1971, a 3-acre site in Springs- 


sion as the site for Morningside 
Community School. The school 


Berkshire County Jail despite 
opposition. 


Donald B. Miller, opposed the 
land-taking. The Miller family 
gave most of the land for the 240- 
acre park. And in 1964, the Miller 
brothers successfully opposed a 
proposal to build a new high 
school in Springside Park. 


Va 


Irony seen 


Legislation would have been 
required for the taking of park- 
land for school purposes. The leg- 
islation. could not be passed with- 
out approval of the Park Com- 
mission and other city officials. 

A resident of the area, who did 
not want her name used, said in a 


telephone conversation that she | 


found it ironic that a school would 


be ‘shot down” while a golf | 


course would be acceptable. 


“I just cannot believe the cal- | 


lousness,’’ she said, “to shoot 


down something as worthwhile as | 


a school. The last thing I think we 
really need is a golf course.” 


. 


Among Wells’ list of benefits | 
from a proposed golf course is | 
that it would help prevent unau- | 


ide Park was the first choice of | 
the Community School Commis- | 


was eventually built next to the | 


Eagle Publisher Lawrence K. | 
Miller and his brother, the late | 
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The Park Commission, reacting to the 


perhaps by eliminating the nine-hole 
course. | 

Arlos also asked for a series of public | 
hearings on the proposal before any ac- | 
tion is taken. | 

“The parkland belongs to the people of 
the city,’’ he wrote. 

Miller said, “I don’t think of it as an) 
either/or proposition — golf or parkland. 
Some of the proceeds from a successful | 


: 


golf course might be dedicated to turning | 
the rest of Springside Park into a first- || 


: SPRINGSIDE, continued on B2 i 
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Neighbors 


proposal, said they want it scaled down, tt 


| 


golf links 


) 
: 
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| Springside Friends 


aim to preserve 


park’s diversity 


By Linda Burchard 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A Sroup of residents | 
_ of the Springside Park area has banded | 
| together to oppose the recently proposed | 


_ golf course in that park, saying it ‘“‘would 


_ Testrict the use of too large 


| release yesterday, 
| park is already well 


the park for one special interest.” 
Calling themselves the Friends of 
Springside, group members Said in a 
“That area of the 
used — by walkers, 


| joggers, strollers, birdwatchers, skiers 


| people enjoying 


some of the finest 


| Views and luscious natural surroundings 
In the city. 


| their land into a 
to them. But a 


“If private landowners wish to turn 
golf course, more power 
public park should not 
have large sections restricted to any one 


| activity.” 


_ heading a 


is for an 18-hole course, a nine-hole | 


‘Golf professional John Wells is Spear- 
plan to build a golf complex in 
the 237-acre park: His plan, which the 
Parks Commission wants to scale down, 


_ Course, a miniature course and a driving 


range. Commission Chairman David L. 
Dickhaus said feasible financing would 


have to be obtained before the commis- | 


| Sion will hold hearings on the proposal. 


_ Dickhaus stressed 
_ would allow a lender to assume control | 


that no plan that 


_ of the complex would be considered. 


Royal J. Hartigan of 1068 North St., a 


} 
{ 


ay 


an area of | 


_ 8roup spokesman, said the Friends are _ 
organizing a spring cleanup. More than | 
_ two dozen people have volunteered so | 


far, Hartigan said, and more volunteers 


| are being sought. 


Proponents of the golf complex have 
Said it would help reduce dumping and 
vandalism in the park. But Hartigan 
objected to that approach. 


‘False issues’ 
“Dumping and 

“are false issues. 
“A golf course will not stop the dump- 


vandalism’’ he Said, 


ing in Springside. Dumping would con- 


_€xpansion of the real 


tinue. It would just be more concentrated 
in other sections of the park, which have 
already been affected. 

“We advocate the continuance and 
spirit of Springside 
Park as a multi-purpose recreation, 


Sports and nature center.” 


The group concurred: ‘“Springside is a 
diverse park. There are trails through 


woods and through open fields. There are 
ponds and streams. There is a basketball 
court; there are baseball and softball 


' fields, children’s 


kinds of people, 


} 
| 


playgrounds and formal 
gardens. 


“This diversity attracts many different 


choose.”’ 


f 
| 


Kinds ©, both young and old. The 3) 
activity you wish to engage in is yours to,” 


Hliziae | 





Keep the park a park | 
To the Editor of THE EAGLE: — | 


We resent the remarks in the | 
_ March 1 Eagle letter referring to | 
» Springside Park as ‘a scroungy | 
dump,” only used by ‘‘all terrain | 
vehicles, dump trucks and drug | 
peddlers?”’ 
Through our kitchen window | 
that overlooks the park, we see 
couples, families and many chil 
dren playing. A few all-terrai 
vehicles are out there only to 
have fun, and not causing any 
harm. No sign of any dump trucks 
or drug peddlers. 
We enjoy the park for many 
- | reasons. It’s large enough to en- 
| joy a leisurely walk through, play 
| with your dog in, for children to 
| play or go sliding. Let’s keep 
Springside Park a park — there is 


no reason for it to be ruined for 
shire Hills Country Club). Golf is | 


_ only limited enjoyment. 
MARIE EUBANKS 
just one recreational activity en- | 
| Joyed by a few. | 


DANIEL BOURASSA 
I don’t want to travel to Canoe | 


171 Brown St. Ext. 
Pittsfield 
_ Meadows or Pleasant Valley ev- | 
_ ery time I want to walk along a | 
pond, through the woods or across 
the fields. Springside needs to 
Stay for all to enjoy. It is one of 
the only diverse city parks left in 
Pittsfield. 
There are a few areas of van- 
dalism and dumping, but it is not 
_ all over the park. The solution is | 
not a golf complex, it is getting 
people to become involved to help 
clean it up. A volunteer effort | 
would help to preserve the park. | 
A golf complex would forever de- | 
Stroy it. | 
For those of you who were | 
lucky enough to see the unfamil- | 
lar bird with its wing span of | 
about 5 feet this last fall, itis a | 
great blue heron. I don’t think the | 
heron would visit the park again | 
if it was threatened by flying golf | 





Golf is not for 

everyone 

To the Editor of THE EAGLE: — 
I grew up in the Springside | 


t 
' 


area. I have enjoyed the ponds, | 
the brook, the Indian rocks, the | 
woods and fields, on the big hill | 
that holds so much to see in| 
Springside Park. I have so many | 
fond memories of the park and | 
now my husband and I enjoy tak- | 
ing our 2-year-old daughter there. | 
I just cannot see a golf complex 
there [Eagle, Feb. 23]. Especially | 
when there are two just beyond 


the park now (GEAA and Berk- 





~ ee 


balls. 
NANCY PATELLA SERRIDGE 


44 Pleasure Ave. | | 
\~ Pittsfield 3 liz.l¢ of 


| Clean up Springside 
| To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


_ After reading the letters by | 
_ Nancy Eppley and Laurie Connor | 
_ [Eagle, March 5] I felt comforted | 
_ to know others feel the way I do | 
_ about Springside Park. | 
As: a child I saw things in the | 
park that Tl never forget. A 
| snowy owl made its home there 
‘for many years. I caught 
| glimpses of it hunting and catch- . 
ing its prey. I’ve seen a red fox, 
' countless deer, hawks, pheasant 
_ and porcupine. | 
| Sections of the woods are loaded | 
_with jack-in-the-pulpits and lady- | 
_ Slippers. More common lily-of-the- | 
_ valley and buttercups blanket — 
other sections of woods and even | 
wild leeks grow there. Blackber- | 
_ ries and strawberries, raspberries | 
_ and black raspberries abound. To | 
destroy this would be a sin. Keep | 
this for our children. | 
Let’s clean it up and preserve 
it. 
?. | TERI DAVIS | 
DAIDVAO | 


Hinsdale 


What a golf course offers Pittsfield 


now than at any time in its 300- 
year history. Existing open-to-the- 
public courses in the Berkshires 


I proposed the idea of a golf 
course complex designed for 
family participation and. incorpo- 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 
I found Springside Park in June 


of 1988 when I needed a place to 
take my 5-year-old son and teach 
him some baseball. We started 
taking walks. My son kept saying, 
‘Daddy, what is all this junk: do- 
ing in a park?” At times we 
feared for our lives when trucks, 
ATVs.and motorcycles barreled 
down paths and even across the 
ballfield. — 


The more I investigated the 
-more I saw the need for not just a 
one-time cleanup, but a complete 
revitalization of this potentially 
beautiful parkland. A revitaliza- 
tion that would create a safe 
place for families to pursue ath- 
letic and recreational interests 
and that would protect and secure 
the land at the same time. This is 
something that a golf course 
uniquely can do [Eagle, Feb. 23]. 


rating existing recreational activ- 
ities (ball fields, tennis courts, 
walking trails, cross country skKi- 
ing, playground areas) to Vinnie 
Hebert [recently retired Parks 
Commission chairman] and he 
told me to-work on the project. 

This kind of facility would make 
Pittsfield more attractive to in- 
dustry. It would be a resource for 
the schools’ phys-ed programs. It 
will help the city attract a share 
of Berkshire tourism, thereby 
enhancing commerce for retail- 
ers, restaurants, entertainment 
and cultural attractions. Proper 
operation of the facility will pro- 
duce income for the city. 

The track record for municipal 
golf courses around the country is 
excellent. The pace of growth for 
golf as a recreation is greater 


are packed and private courses’ 
have waiting lists. | 


No one is suggesting that Pitts- | 
field hand over ownership of | 
Springside Park. It would be ille-- 
gal. But Pittsfield now has a. 
chance to do something positive | 
for itself and its families. Some- | 
thing that people can point to with 
pride, a place of beauty where 
they can take their children to 
play without fear. A magnificent | 
revitalization that could be | 
Springside Park. | 
JOHN WELLS | 
30 Wendell Ave. ] 
Pittsfield 

The writer, a Lanesboro golf 
professional, is proposing a 
golf complex in Springside 


Park. 3/1140 
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Quality park needed — : 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE: — 


When has it been illegal to 
walk, jog or even cross-country 
ski on‘ a publicly owned golf 
course? The current proposal to 
develop Springside Park as a golf 
course may be big, but it is a step 
in the right direction for this city. 

In recent years, Pittsfield has 
let some promising projects slip 
through its hands. We should 
make sure this one does not end 
up in the same place. | 

Recent letters in The Eagle 
have cited loss of wild flowers and 
birds as reasons to keep the park 
as is. Flowers still grow on a golf 
courses. Birds would use the park 
the same way. Those things 
wouldn’t change. 

Instead of being adamantly op- 
posed to any change, why not 
work together on this issue? 
Maybe a smaller version would 
make the golf. course more ac- 
ceptable and, at the same time, 
make the rest of the park more 
accessible to others. This city 
needs change. : 

Pittsfield should work hard to 


make this project a reality. It « 


would bring much needed revenue 
to the city. Pittsfield lacks the 
quality of parks a city this size 
should have. I think a large part 
of this community is supporting 
this proposal, not just specifically 
for the golf course, but to have a 
park to be enjoyed by all. 

JAMES SCHNEIDER 
- 78 Springside Ave. 
\. Pittsfield 


oe 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE: — 


I plead with The Eagle and our 
city officials to help us, editorially 
and in governing, keep our 
Springside Park free and public. 

I, and many others whom I 
meet there, love walking through 
the park, enjoying a sense of 
freedom, watching the wild ani- 
mals do their thing, going to the 
ball games, picnicking and enjoy- 
ing nature. 

As far as dumping goes, and the 
trash is concerned, it is there. But 
so it is everywhere you go where 
there is open space and no prob- 
ability of getting caught. 

As golf courses go, you can just 
about tee up in Stamford, Vt., and 
play right through to Lee. 

As for the bleeding hearts who 
say this will aid out city in its 
debts, why not just put a tax on 
the existing golf courses? Tax 
each golfer. 

All we are going to gain out of 
this fiasco, if it’s allowed to go 
through, is a decrease in the tee 
time at the already overloaded 
golf courses. 


EVERETT E. HARRIS 
315 Lenox Ave. 


Pittsfield S| IA 
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Golf courses aplenty ” 


ee 


Ruth Bass 


Springside 
on wheels 


RICHMOND 
he sign on the tree at the en- 
trance to Springside Park is 
clear: No motorized vehicles al- 
lowed. In a community as generally 
law-abiding as this one, it’s a little 
mystifying to then discover deeply 
rutted mud in the park’s dirt entrance 
road. 

Minus wheels, it must have been a 
strong, determined person who came 
on foot with this large brown carpet. 

Now here are asphalt shingles, tar 
buckets, aluminum doors, wooden pal- 
lets, a washing machine, a sofa. It 
begins to seem that not everyone who 
visits this park comes without power. 

Indeed, the small roads designed for 
maintenance trucks, walkers and run- 
ners are nearly ruined, especially 


where they go up a small hill and 


vehicles have roared into the challenge 
instead of turning back. 

New ways have been blazed by visi- 
tors who have crisscrossed Springs- 
ide’s 237 acres with their two- and 
three- and four-wheelers, not caring 
that wheels in soft March soil destroy 
the land. 

Land is what Springside is all about. 
It has small play areas, but it’s mostly 
undeveloped. Grassy fields, more 
overgrown than they were before 
Proposition 244, are separated by 
trees. The land rolls enough so you 
don’t ever really see very much of the 
park at once. Just a little way in, you 
have left the city. 

Last week it was warm, but brown 
and leafless. With the snow melted, all 
the junk was in clear view, including a 


~ - brand-new beer can on a trail. 


@ 
But even in its pre-spring shabbi- 


S ness, Springside Park could not hide 
its promise. This is a place where 


/ 
- Not in my back yard , _ Park use has changed 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE: — 


I am a golfer from way back, 
usually playing 120 to 150 holes a 
week. A course in our back yard 
in Springside Park is out of order. 

We sit on our patio and watch 
chipmunks, rabbits, fox, op- 
posums, skunks, pheasants and 
even deer browsing in our yard. If 
the habitat of these wonderful 
creatures is disturbed by bull- 
dozers and graders, they will 
have no place to go. 

I have taken many walks and 
have seen joggers, hikers, people 
picnicking, children playing and 
some just sunbathing in the park. 
What happens to them? Will they 
be told get off the course? 

Back in the late 1950s there was 
talk of a golf course in the park. 
It was met with great opposition 
then and I believe it will be again. 

I myself do not want a golf 
course in my back yard. 


BERNARD A. WOOD 


53 Abbott St. > | 
. Pittsfield 3/20/9¢ 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE: — 


Why not put a golf course i 
Springside Park? Except for ig 
ganized ball, the only way to get 
the kids back in the park is to put 
aD ; cee oreaGes a movie theater 

a fast food walkw 
can hang out. piueneiad 
What have we done to our ki 

ids 

and the parks in this city? We 

Should be ashamed! There’s an 

all too familiar phrase around 

ele, “remember when?” 

on't let another city park go to 
waste. Let’s get our parks ck 


Let the kids enjoy some of 
th 
great times we had in the ney 


parks. 


TED DALZELL Jr. 


171 Harryel St. 


\ Pittsfield A] at/42y 


people can get away from clapboards 
and asphalt, air conditioning and au- 
tos. It’s where grass grows and but- 
terflies fly and birds sing. It’s where 
children can play and adults relax. 


It’s a park for picnics and jogging 
and walking and cross country skiing, 
a place to sit and look at the sky. 

It might even reserve, somewhere ify 
its middle, a space for a little golf — a 
driving range or a few par-3 holes. 

But mostly Springside should be 
what cities cry for and cannot get 
back: open, undeveloped, natural 
space. Woods, fields, paths. Borners 
past 60 remember a hundred places 
where they played in the woods or 
fields as they grew up. Those born 
today may have no such memories. 


© 

It is apparent, touring the park in a 
rugged, four-wheel drive truck owned 
by the Parks Department, that 
Springside is in spasm, barely able to 
breathe on its own. It needs CPR — 
and soon. 


Ah, you say, but we have no money. 
The state. ..2%4... fiscal crisis... 
education .. . firemen... not enough 
staff... layoffs. It can’t be done. 

Well, money isn’t everything — 
people are. First, the Department of 
Parks and Recreation has to clamp 
down on the drivers who think it’s fine 
to create ruts a foot or so deep ina 
public park in springtime. 

Time and perseverance must be 
mustered to throw those rascals out 
and enforce what it says on the sign. 

Second, the neighbors — those peo- 


ple who wisely perceive that dumping 


and vandalism are not reasons for 
building a golf course — must lead a 
charge. They must. team up and clean 
up. It won’t take money. It will take 
time, strong backs, a will to win, 
pickup trucks to cart the junk away. 

It will take the kind of spirit that the 
Boys’ Club generates each year to 
clean up the railroad tracks behind its 


' building, the kind of energy the Girl 


Scouts used awhile back to muscle 
shopping carts out of the Housatonic. 
An all-city crew can be assembled. It 
can even be fun. And those who clean 
up the stuff left by others achieve at 
least two things: They perform a great 
service, and they probably won’t drop 
even a toothpick on the ground again. 
Certainly the population of Reid 
Middle School should be enlisted, not 
only for their numbers and strength 
but also because they need to learn not 
to walk past trash. Their rear play- 
ground abuts Springside, and the area 
looks not unlike the littered fringes of 
Partyka’s giant landfill in Chicopee. 
Middle schoolers may howl in pro- 
test and say they did not drop those 
potato chip bags and tissues and candy 


_ wrappers. But at the very least, they 


let them stay where they landed. 
Dumping stops when pride is big 
enough to choke out dumpers. Vandal- 
ism stops when non-vandals demand 
their place in the park. Neither is . 
quelled by a smooth fairway, a 
scooped-out sand trap, a water hazard. 
It’s not golf Springside needs. 
Springside just needs to be. And that 
means rolling right over those who 
don’t know the difference between a 
sanctuary and a landfill. But not ina 


\ 


\ 


golf cart. 3119/90 fi) 
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| To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


I took issue with the March 1 


letter from Harry Rizzini stating 


that all land abutting a_ golf 


course is prime. My land abuts a 
_ golf course. 


Many golfers disregard fences. 


| They feel that the course fees 
entitle them to any surrounding 


land that the ball happens to land 
on. Some have actually hit our 
dogs with their clubs when the 
dogs were placed at the fence 
opening made by golfers retriev- 
ing illegal balls. 


Lawnmowing begins at day- 


| break so that the first golfers of 


» 


the day have well-groomed play 
areas. You can’t possibly get a 
full night’s sleep, especially if you 


_ work the second or third shift. No, 


\ 


iving next door to a gol 


closing windows:,does not help in 
the summer heat and humidity. 

The golf course workers used 
the water ditch along our right of 
way to dispose of the winter tree 
limbs and leaves, leaving us to 
negotiate a flooded road for weeks 
every spring. 

The bushes and fenced areas in 
our yard have been used as a 
urinal. 


Golf courses do not carry in- 
surance to cover the damage that 
the players do to abutters’ prop- 
erty. We have had to pay for new 
windows (plural), in the house 
and the cars, new fences and 
veterinary bills. 

The chemicals used to grow a 
beautiful green killed our trees 
abutting that green within two 
years. 4 

Springside park is a public rec- 
reation ared, but as soon as it 
becomes a golf course, public or 
private, the taxpayers or anyone 
else will not be able to use the 


f course \ 





Restore Springside 
_ To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


I think it is terrible that they 


i 


middle-class people do not have 
_ the time or money for this, so 
_ only the idle rich will enjoy it. 


Why not put it back to what it 


_ was intended to be, a nice, clean 


park, everyone can enjoy? Why 


don’t they spend the time and 
| money to clean up that pond, so 
- the children can swim in summer . 
and skate in the winter. After all, 


most. of .these youngsters don’t 
have pools in their backyards. — 

Clean up the area where they 
are throwing all kinds of trash 
and levy a stiff fine on any new 
litterers. Add more play equip- 


_ ment for the youngsters and some 


tables for picnickers and those 
who would just sit and chat. 

With the way people are losing 
their jobs these days, the last 
thing we need is a golf course. 
These people need a place to go 


| want to turn Springside Park into | 
a golf caurse. The poor and the 


park for a leisurely stroll without where it doesn’t cost anything, 


‘Park defenders \_ 
planning cleanup | 
PITTSFIELD — James J. Rid- | 


dle and Jack Serridge became co- 
presidents of the Friends of 
Springside Park at an organiza- 
tional meeting Sunday, and the 
group set a tentative date of April 
28 for a planned cleanup of the 
park. 

The group was formed to op- 
pose a proposal to turn the park 
into a golf course. Approval of 
city officials must be secured be- 
fore the cleanup can be made. 

Also elected Sunday were 
Laurie Connor as the organiza- 
tion’s publicity director, Mary 
Anne Knight as secretary, Colleen 
Chambers as secretary, Ida Pa- 
tella and Nancy Serridge as or- 
_ ganizers and Royal Hartigan as 


_ researcher, 2;\20\40 


Pittsfield | ’ 
y 


the danger of being hit by a golf 
ball. And golfers do not seem to 
like it when someone walks in the 
line of play, for obvious reasons. 

We are continually squeezing 
the children out of what little open 
space is left. Why can’t we come 
up with something for them? How 
about a skateboarding ramp, or a 
rollerskating rink, or a decent 
swing and sandbox area? And we 
could still fit in hiking and biking 
trails. 

I love to golf. But I have been 
exposed to enough bad experi- 
ences with the bad sports to make 
me 100 percent against turning 
one of our last parks into a golf 
course. | 

MARCIA HARRIS 
200 Crane Ave. 


fe 


3/20/9704 


and is a pleasure to walk into. Let | 


_ the people of Pittsfield have their | 
_ park back the way it used to be | 


for all to enjoy. 
EVELYN A. CURRY 


\.. Pittsfield Al2A\a40 


Parks Dept. seeks 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
| ment of Parks and Recreation has 
| announced that application forms 


_ for winter sports positions are 


now available at the park de- 
partment office. 

Skating rink supervisors, ski 
tow operators and maintenance 
personnel will be needed for the 
winter season, the department 
said. Deadline for submitting 
applications is Dec. 21. 

The department hopes to hire 


\ at least six supervisors for the 


SHAAHTe Yr? 
sas workers 
First Street Common skating rink, | 
four ski tow operators for the ski 
tow at Osceola Playground, and / 
four seasonal winter maintenance | 
workers. | 
Hours for the supervised skat- | 
ing at the Common rink will be | 
6:30 to 9 p.m. weekdays and from | 
1 to 5 p.m. and 6:30 to 9 p.m. on 
saturdays, Sundays and holidays. | 
Hours for the ski tow at Osceola | 
Park are the same, depending on 
whether there is enough snow for» 


the area to open. /.Q y/ ap Se 


fo 0r See 
Springside was created for public use \ 


_ To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


I am an abutter to Springside 
Park. No, I do not consider 


_. Springside Park as my personal 


_ back yard. The reason that we 
_ abutters are concerned is_ that 
John Wells has come in with a 
- proposal to utilize almost all of 


the park for a commercial profit- 
making venture with no regard 


_ for the feelings of the neighbor- 
- hood or the public for whom this 
_ park was created by the generous 
_ gifts of the Miller family [Eagle, 
_ Feb. 23]. 


Mr. Wells has stated that the 


_ park is a dump. Yes, there is 
some illegal dumping, 
_ should have been controlled by 
_ the Park Commission and the po- 


which 


lice. Mr. Wells has stated that he 


_ will not be intimidated by people 
_ and comes on very strong as the © 
_ savior of the park. If this be the 
case then we are its guardian 
_ angels. I think Mr. Wells is look- 


ing for a place to move his golf 


- shop and become a manager of a 


_ golf course. The rumored sale of 
the Lanesboro golf complex 
_ leaves him with a dearth of cus- 


tomers. 

Also, there is the possibility that 
the golf course to the north of the 
park could sell out to land devel- 
opers, as has been done with a 
portion now known as Faucett 
Lake. The club membership could 
then play at an 18-hole course at 
cheaper fees. 

The Parks Commission, which 
is now chaired by David L. Dick- 
haus, a new member with much 
insight, should immediately in- 
cept goal No. 2 as stated in the 
open space master plan of 1988 
and declare that the Friends of 
Springside Committee be the 
neighborhood support group that 
will assist the Parks Commission 
in matters relating to Springside 
Park. This could include some 
aspect of golfing. I think the 
abutters would then be amenable. 

Mr. Wells has stated that golf is 
the fastest growing sport in 
America. He will not listen to the 
fact that walking through woods, 
jogging on park trails, nature 
studies and education of our off- 
spring in environmental-wildlife 
protection is far outstripping the 


course. We have four in the city, 
two which abut Springside Park. 
JAMES J. RIDDLE 

41 Springside Ave. 
Pittsfield 

The writer is conservation 
properties manager for Pitts- | 
field Conservation Commis- | | 


sion. 3114 IGO f | 


| Springside Park 
| Pittsfield and 


| 
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‘Jt won't cost a cent’ 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— a 
a parallel between tne 
the 3 : BeOpOSe. So 
lex) by John Wells for 
Bitlet ; the Heritage 
(Greylock) Glen deal being 
hawked by the Connecticut group 


and its spokesman, Gary Schiff, 


for Adams. 
In both eases it seems everyone | 


wins at almost no cost. ‘Just give | 


_ us the acreage and we'll take care | 
of everything.” 


In one case, the city must front 


| the deal with tax dollars and the 


state for the Glen. All this re- 
minds me of the old wisdom: | 


| “Beware of strangers who talk 


fast, always smile, make big 
_ promises and tell you the pay- 
ments will cost you very little. 

| GEORGE B. MOLLOY 


31 Commercial St. 4 } 24 190 


need for another full-size golf — 


= 4 _ Adams 
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~ Workers 


| 
| 


blast layofts, 


may sue city 


| By Daniel O. Bellow 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — City employees and 
others at a public hearing yesterday de- 
‘nounced the mayor’s plan to lay off 47 
‘workers as shortsighted, counterproduc- 
‘tive, immoral and illegal. 

Representatives of two’unions threat- 
ened legal action over the plan. 


The Council sent Mayor Anne Everest | 
_Wojtkowski’s plan back to her with the | 


‘suggestion that she negotiate with the 
_ city’s unions to avoid as many layoffs as 
possible. 


“They have every right to do. that | 


[sue] if they feel they have legal 


_grounds,”’ said Mayor Wojtkowski last 


night. ““But we checked it all out with the 


Dept of Revenue and we have legal | 


grounds to do what we’re doing.” 
“We have a lack of funds,’’ she added, 


and if the city council reduces the | 


spending authority for the budget, ““it 
ean proceed with the layoff.”’ 

At the hearing, Councilor at large Pe- 
ter G. Arlos suggested that the unions 
might approve givebacks of recent wage 
increases to avert layoffs, but three 
union heads interviewed afterward re- 

| jected that idea. 


The layoffs are part of a plan to cope. 


_ with reduced state aid to the city for this 
_ fiscal year and the next one. 


\ 


/ 


The public hearing was held at the 
_ insistence of the employees, led by Data — 
_ Processing Manager George A. Howes, | 


who had presented a petition at the. 


- March 13 Council meeting. 


At yesterday’s hearing, attorney Paul | 
-Perachi, representing the supervisory | 
employees and. engineers’ unions, told — 
the Council that the cuts are not only 

against the city’s best interest, but the | 


_ layoffs contemplated would be illegal. 


“You cannot cut in anticipation of lack | 
of funds,” he said. ‘‘These cuts, if they | 


are made, will lead to litigation.” 


1 
| 
} 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


_ Paul Perachi 
Warns of legal action 


Francis J. Curley ; 
Teacher union president 


taps Photos by Mark Mitchell | 
Barbara MacWhinnie 


Cites parking fines. 


City workers blast layoffs 


@ LAYOFFS, from Al 


alternatives to the layoffs like 
adjusting the sewer fees in order 
to raise more taxes or offering 
early retirements. 

Jonathan Tuttle, business agent 
for AFSCME Local 861 — which 
represents public works, utilities, 
parks and maintenance workers 
— said the layoffs as currently 
contemplated would violate Civil 
Service law, and said his union 
would sue to make sure the law is 
respected. 

In the Public Works Depart- 
ment, 27 workers are threatened 
with the loss of their jobs. The 
mayor backs hiring private con- 
tractors to replace them. | 

A tenured employee can b 
discharged only for just cause, 
lack of money or lack of work, 
according to Tuttle. 

“If you’re going to contract out 
public works, you have money, 
and I drove into town today and I 
know you’ve got work,”’ he said. 

The employees cheered. 

Contracting out work is an invi- 
tation to graft and corruption, 
Tuttle said. 

They cheered again. . | 

The consensus among those who 
spoke was that taxes should be 
raised to support needed munici- 
pal services. 

Pittsfield ‘‘taxpayers pay too 


little,’ said Pittsfield Federation . 
of Teachers President Francis J. . 


Curley. 


One taxpayer noted that his 


taxes have risen a total of $30 in 
12 years of homeownership. ‘Cuts 


in city services have kept indus- 
try out,” asserted Irene Staskin, 


wife of public works employee 
Robert Staskin. 

City employees, one by one, 
stepped to the podium to describe 
how their jobs keep the city run- 
ning as people expect, and to de- 
ery the injustice of their proposed 
eliminations. | | 

‘It doesn’t make sense,”’ said 
parking enforcement Officer 
Barbara MacWhin- 
nie. 

Lest week, she said, she gave 


out $3,635 worth of parking tick- 


ets. The 60 uniformed policemen, 


people and property. | 

Weights and Measures Sealer 
Richard Bentley said without his 
work, people would not be sure 
they got the gas they paid for, or 
whether they were being taken for 
a ride if they took a taxi. 

Engineer James J. Riddle, 
whose job and those of three other 
engineers are being cut, said it 
would cost the city four times 
what it pays now to replace them 
with contractors. 


The consensus was 
that taxes should 
be raised to 
support needed 
municipal 
services. 


The Berkshire Athenaeum, 
Pittsfield’s public library, will 
stop buying books and lay off two 
employees to deal with a $25,000 
cut, said Chairman Ann Trabulsi. 

The Veterans’ Services De- 
partment is indispensable now 
that so many veterans are aging 
and requiring care and assis- 
tance, Leonard Archambault told 
the Council. . 

Volunteers..who use the city 
parks — the softball players, ‘the 
Little League baseball coaches, 
the soccer program organizers — 
came to defend the parks work- 


ers... | 
y’ Parks Commission Chairman\ 


David Dickhaus and acting de-' 
partment head John Marchese 
pleaded with the Council to spare 
the park workers, without whom, 
they said, the parks would dete- 


Elle even further. 


Leave the Fire Department 
alone, said Chief Gerald -F, 
Keehnle. ‘“‘We can’t take any 


- more cuts’’ without compromising 


fire safety, he said. 

Firefighters union President 
Gerard E. Miller pleaded to be 
included in the planning for the 
restructuring of the department. 


‘How many bosses does it take 


to watch one employee work?’’ he} 
wondered. oe 

Also, Tuttle said, the layoffs 
were not entirely in keeping with | 
the civil service principle of last 


| 


hired, first fired. 

A maintenance craftsman with | 
two years’ service was kept on — 
over employees of over a quarter-_ 
century. Why? The individual in | 
question was the best man at | 


Commissioner David R. 


; 


.Spiewak’s.. wedding, Tuttle con- | 


ing cut. a 


jokes and repartee. 


tended. 


Local’ 861 President Jack V. 
Groat, 
ployee, also rejected the idea of | 
givebacks. | 

Public . Utilities Commissioner | 
William L. Forestell also objected | 
to the layoff of two men in his | 
department, and of the engineers. — 

His department, through fees, 
raises enough money to pay for 
its own operations and to pay 
other departments for services 
rendered, and he objected to be-\ 


After all the comments were 
the 90-minute hearing — Arlos 
rose to address the employees and. 
soon had them laughing with 


himself a laid-off em- 


Workers ‘a family’ 


\ 


received — 27 people spoke during 


He said he does not want to lay 


anyone off, and. referred to city | 
government “as 


i 


‘a family,” — 


whereas in past he has called city — 


workers unproductive and lazy. 


He said he had predicted this 


crisis last: year after the mayor 
concluded labor negotiations that — 


led’ to $2.5 million in pay: in-~ 


creases. ‘‘You heaped abuse on 
me then, but it’s all come to. 
pass,”’ he said. Saee | 


He criticized Wojtkowski, say- 


ing that if she were serious about | 
layoffs she should have cut her -; 
aide, Elizabeth A.C. Crowell, but | 
he urged the unions to negotiate — 
with the mayor ‘‘to moderate the — 
raises.”’ Seine 


The matter of the layoffs was | 


referred back to the mayor with | 
the stated expectation that she "| 


will come in with a new plan, and; 
the public hearing will resume at. 
the regular Council meeting — 
-Tuesdav night... 


Perachi said the city has not explored 
-3\|26 fo LAYOFFS, continued on A6 | 


Miller said later that he had a _ 
plan to reorganize the department 
so that no employees need be laid — 


who under the mayor’s plan 
would replace her in that duty, 
issued $418 worth in the same 


time. 

Her job and that of her partner, 
Catherine Saldo, are being cut to 
save $2,538 over five weeks.. 

Tree Surgeon Charles Furciniti 


told of how he maintains the trees- 
to keep them from falling on- 


off, and reject 


~, 


-ary givebacks. » 


ed the idea of sal- | 


Tuttle also questioned the 


Public. Works Department. Three 


foremen are being kept on to su- — 
pervise four laborers, he said. 


\ 
j 


planning for the layoffs in the — 


_  Bl2zs|40 





Arlos says old piggery site 


is the place for golf course 


PITTSFIELD — City Councilor 
Peter G. Arlos says that the place 
to put a municipal golf course is 
not Springside Park but the old 
city piggery. 

He has filed a petition with the 
Council asking it to initiate a 
study of the feasibility of using 
the piggery and adjoining acreage 
for golf. The Springside location 
has spurred controversy {from 
neighbors who want to retain it as 
undeveloped open space. 

“The park has a multiplicity of 
activities. We can’t have one use 
replace the wide range of uses 
and age groups that use Spring- 
side now,” he said. 

The piggery is located on wild 
land north of the GEAA golf 
course. There is no road into the 
property now. Years ago the 
city’s garbage was hauled into a 
pig farm there over a woods road 
branching off Clark Road off 
Crane Avenue. 

Arlos said that the feasibility 
_ study should be undertaken by the 
Parks Commission and the Con- 


servation Commission in con- | 


junction with John Wells, the 
golfer who has spearheaded the 
Springside proposal. 


“It’s a worthwhile idea and we | 


shouldn’t approach it in a nega- 
tive manner, 


courses are semiexclusive. Its in- 
teresting and can be imple- 
mented.”’ 

The ‘city-owned piggery is 48 
acres but it could be enlarged for 
a golf course by acquiring acre- 
age from the large tracts sur- 
rounding it, according to Arlos. 

While funding is tight now, the 


councilor said that money, could. 


be drawn from the $249,000 the 


’» Arlos said. “We | 
should support Mr. Wells. Other | 


/ Fix up the park, 


without a golf course 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 
I was born and raised in Morn- 


ingside, and some of my fondest | 


memories are of Springside Park. 

I remember the swimming in 
the summer, the swings and, most 
important, the swimming pool. In 


the winter was the ice skating, | 
with the warming house when we | 


were cold. 


| can’t see a golf course. Just 
fix it up like ‘‘the old days.”’ | 


ELEANOR REID 


\ \ Dalton 4; ip (QO 


City’s irresponsibility © 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


city has accumulated from the 
sale of city property, money 
which can not be used for pur- 


poses other than acquiring land. 


In addition, the city could apply 
for federal and state funding for 


the project, he said. ‘3/2¢/40 


Spring is here and once again 
the youngsters will be able to en- 
joy Marchisio Park. It is the 
neighbors on McIntosh Drive who 
are again suffering from massive 
flooding of their properties as a 
result of establishing the park. 

The fact that the problem was 
created was one thing, but the 
attitude of the city to fix it is the 
height of irresponsibility. 

Thirty feet of my property has 
been taken away by massive wa- 


ter runoff from Pittsfield city . 


property, and it has refused to do 
whatever is necessary to elimi- 
nate this problem. For the past 10 
years (since the park was estab- 
lished), we have asked the city 
officials to right the wrong. We 
had no flooding problems. until 
after the park was built. 

While I have filed for a tax 
abatement since 30 feet of my 


property is useless, I am very | 
much aware that the city has no | 


money. However, the city has not 


been hurting financially for the 


past nine years. 
On May 1 our taxes are due. I 
wonder how long I could remain 
in my home if I were to tell David 
Polearo [tax collector] that I 
have no money. 
MARY QUIRK 
112 McIntosh Drive 
Pittsfield 
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Springside Park 


By Raymond J. Lamont 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The man who 
has proposed building a $2 million 
golf complex in Springside Park 
yesterday conceded that hurdles 
in the project’s path seem to be 
““insurmountable.”’ 

Former Cranwell golf course 
professional John Wells, who now 
operates the Berkshire Golf Shop 
in Lanesboro, said that complica- 
tions in financing the proposed 


complex and neighborhood oppo- 
sition to the project have com- 
bined to ‘“‘put things on hold.”’ 
“Right now, I don’t have a next 
move,’’ Wells said. . 


A dead issue? 


Meanwhile, Parks Commission 
member Clifford J. Nilan said 
that “if nothing.else is forthcom- 
ing from [Wells’] side, this is a 
dead issue.”’ 

In February, Wells proposed 


Golf looks doomed 


@ GOLF, from Al 


dumping site for trash and, in 
some cases, old appliances. Other 
areas of the park have been rav- 
aged by all-terrain vehicles, she 
said. ; 


“We're hoping we can make a 
dent in [the litter] this time; and 
then hold more cleanup days later 
in the year,” she said. “We really 
want to make the park a family 
place — not for golfers, but for 
everybody.”’ 


Wells, on the other hand, ex- 
pressed hope that a municipally 
owned golf course could be feasi- 
ble at another site. 

“But finding the proper land is 
the big problem,” he said. “The 
[Springside Park] land seemed to 
be suitable, but it just doesn’t 
seem ‘to be available. } 

‘If there’s another -town out 
there with 150 or 200 acres avail- 
able, maybe we could go there,” 
said Wells, ‘‘but right now, I don’t 
see this going anywhere.’ (2\ ja0 


converting roughly two-thirds of 
the 273-acre park into a city- 
owned public golf complex, which 
would include an 18-hole course, a 
nine-hole course, a driving range 
and a pitch-and-putt area. He es- 
timated that such a complex 
could generate an annual profit of 
some $140,000. 


But financing for the develop- 
ment of the complex, Wells said, 
was. thwarted by restrictions on 
the donated land which prevent 


A friend of Springside 


park property from being placed 
as collateral for such a project. 

“If you can’t use a land-lease 
option as collateral, how can you 
expect to build the course?’’ Wells 
said. “‘It just seems like we ran 
into a real mess, and it’s some- 
thing I don’t know how to get 
around. I think we’re up against a 
brick wall.”’ 


The project also ran into a brick 
wall in terms of neighborhood 
opposition. Residents of the 


Figuratively Speaking, golf pro John Wells 
didn’t get beyond yelling ‘‘Fore’”’ at the first tee 
before his detailed plan for a public golfing 
complex at Springside Park in Pittsfield was 
rendered moot by heavy opposition (and hardly 
any support). But Mr. Wells’ initiative has at 
least resulted in the formation of Friends of 
Springside, a group comprised mostly of neigh- 
bors, which will have its first cleanup on Sat- 
urday and will likely produce other beneficial 
ideas for the neglected park. All the city’s parks 


should have such luck. 


ee 
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Springside Park area formed a 
group called “‘Friends of Springs- 
ide,’’ and have other plans for the 
park. 

“We don’t need a golf course,”’ 
said Laurie Connor, who serves as 
publicity chairman for the group. 
‘““We just want to clean up the 
park, make it more family- 
oriented, and make it habitable 
for animals and people that want 
to walk through or picnic.”’ , 


gcolf plan appears doomed 


a Springside Park cleanup effort 
for Saturday, April 28. The event 
will be held rain or shine, and will 
last from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Volun- 
teers who wish to participate 
should meet at the site of the 
former Zoo. 

Connor acknowledged that the 
park has become run down, and 
an area behind ‘the North Little 
League field on Springside Ave- 
nue has degenerated into a 


The organization has scheduled 4 l2) 140 GOLF, continued on A5 
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Council rejects Wojtkowski budget 


By Daniel O. Bellow 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — In an apparent replay of 
last year’s dispute, the City Council last 
night rejected Mayor Anne Everest Wojt- 
kowski’s $62.2 million fiscal 1991 budget. 

The mayor’s proposal is $2.1 million less 
than her original $64.3 million 1990 budget, 
but $1.1 million more than the budget the 
city is operating on now, after three rounds 
of cuts this year. 

The Council, meeting in special session in 
the city clerk’s office, rejected the budget 
by a 7-2 vote. The Council’s problem with it 
is that the mayor insists that the budget is 
her two-page summary. She says the 


Dispute over line-item 
cuts 1s replay of 789 — 
minus the rancor. 


Council has power only over the 132 sum- 
mary lines for each ‘of the city depart- 
ments, not over the thousands of lines that 
detail every proposed expenditure. 
Councilors maintain that the Council has 
power over every nickel the city earmarks. 
There was little rancor over the dispute 
on either side, with a few notable excep- 


tions. “‘I can’t believe she did this again,”’ 
groaned Councilor at large Peter G. Arlos. 
‘“‘What an idiot.”’ 

A year ago the dispute was bitter and the 
budget battle almost ended up in court but 
was Settled by a last-minute compromise. 
Both sides said they hoped for a similar 
arrangement this year, but none material- 
ized last night. 

The Council even went so far as to reject 
the budget line by line, as the mayor last 
year insisted was the only legal way to do 
it. The Council voted 140 times to reject line 
items, and each time, Councilors Wilbert N. 
Stockton Sr. and Bernard J. Goclowski 


BUDGET, continued on A6 
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{Council rejects mayor’s budget ©». ’ 


Springside cleanup 


BUDGET, from Al 


voted to support the mayor. 

Having finished this exercise, 
the councilors were nonplussed to 
discover that they could not le- 
gally hold budget hearings on a 
budget they had rejected, be- 
cause, technically, it no longer 
existed. 

The mayor said later that she 
would continue to present the 
same budget to the City Council 
every two weeks until it was ac- 
cepted. Councilors said they do 
not have much concern over the 
substance of the budget, only with 
the form in which it is presented 
and their powers with regard to 
it. 

A brief session in the mayor’s 
office was described by both sides 
as cordial but yielded no imme- 
diate compromise. Ward 3 Coun- 
cilor Eric S. Biss, Council Presi- 
dent Imelda Cornelio LaMountain, 
the mayor and Finance Director 
Daniel L. Bianchi were involved 
in the negotiating session. 


‘No hostility’ 


‘“‘There’s no hostility. She’s got 
her point of view and we’ve got 
ours. We’ll negotiate,’’ Biss said. 

LaMountain said no specifics 
had been discussed, but negotia- 
tions will continue. 

The mayor said she had asked 
the councilors to present a list of 
concerns for negotiation, and she 
reiterated her position of last year 
that the Council’s insistence on 
having power over the details of 
the budget is overstepping its 
statutory power. 

‘“‘The municipal finance law was 
changed 50 years ago to prevent 
city councils from: being involved 


with the day-to-day operations of | 
| the city,’ she said. ““That power | 
| rests with the executive, by law.” 


Bianchi said the Council is try- 


ing to ‘‘micromanage’”’ the affairs 
of the city by budget cuts. “They 
may want to go after specific in- 
dividuals,’”’ he said, adding that 
this is unacceptable. 

The mayor’s budget, rejected 
by the Council, counts on $25.9 
million in state aid, a figure she 
called ‘‘optimistic.”’ If the state 
does not come through with that 
much cash, more budget cuts will 
be necessary. 


highway division has shrunk from 
35 workers to nine, and its capital 
budget has increased nearly 
$500,000 to $1.9 million, as the city 
plans to contract out much of the 


work ; G 


There are 81 firefighters and 58 
police officers. Each department 
lost four positions but suffered no 
layoffs in this budget because the 
positions were vacant. The park- 


ing meter enforcers were not re- 


| To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


The April 28th cleanup of 
|Springside Park was a great suc- 
cess. It came about in the wake of | 
the possible takeover of the park | 
‘by a massive golf complex. ‘The | 
‘people that came that hot Sat- | 
urday and the companies that | 
donated bags, gloves and other | 

supplies made the difference. | 
Years of dumping takes time to | 


Fixed costs like health insur- 
ance, retirement payments and 
workers’ compensation payments 
have skyrocketed, necessitating 
across-the-board cuts averaging 
6.6 percent in every department, 
the mayor said. The School De- 
partment’s bottom line for next 
year is $23.5 million, down from 
$25.2. million, but the mayor’s 
budget shows a decrease of only 


two employees. \ | 


‘ The Parks Department in the 


mayor’s budget comes under the 
direction of the Public Works 
Department, headed by Commis- 
sioner David R. Spiewak. The | 


stored to their positions, as thef’ 
Council had requested. 5° (214 | 


remove, but in one day 80 percent | 
to 85 percent was clean. Another 
_ cleanup is already in the works 
with a tentative date for May 19. 
It’s sad that it took a crisis on | 
_ the future of the park to make 
people come together to protect it. 


«a PreaeuoOEN P: SERRIDGE 
easure 
NS % G/1q | ? D Uf. 


foe summer recreation offered N\ 


PITTSFIELD — The Department of Parks and Recreation will 
again conduct a free summer recreation program for children with 
> special needs at Highland Elementary School on Brooks Avenue, July 


2 through Aug. 10. The 


special-needs program, although basically 


~ recreational, includes work on language development, reading skills, 
: fine and gross motor coordination, personal hygiene and concept 


development. Instruc 


tion in arts and crafts, recreation games and 


tournaments, and self-help skills such as cooking are included as | 
basic components of the daily program. 

Special events and outings are scheduled, as are swimming and — 
water recreation at Onota Lake. Highlights of past seasons have | 
included the annual carnival, a group trip to Mountain Park, the | 
Catskill Game Farm and a track and field day at Taconic High | 
School. Sessions are held Monday through Friday. Bus transportation | 
will be provided for all Pittsfield residents attending. | 

Registration forms may be obtained by contacting the Department : 

.. of Parks and Recreation. Deadline for registration is June 1. § }\\\4 Y | 





Volunteers swarm 
to litter cleanups 


By Ruth Bass 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


While Pittsfield’s downtown 
workers wrapped up their anti- 
trash effort, volunteers cleaned 
up roadsides in Richmond and 
almost every nook and cranny of 
Springside Park yesterday. 

Robert Gniadek, president of 
the sponsoring Richmond Civic 
Association, said 110 adults and 
children turned out for the annual 
event in Richmond. The trash 
filled a 12-yard dumpster, he said, 
with ‘“‘most unusual object’ col- 
lected being a toilet. 

At Springside Park, James J. 
Riddle, co-president of the 
Friends of Springside, estimated 
that 85 to 90 percent of the park 
was picked up. He said the park 


had not been cleaned up in 20° 
_ years. Five large truckloads were 


carted away, and a major pile 
remained at the cleanup site late 
yesterday. 

Friends of Springside are ask- 
ing that the Park Commission put 


Hot water tanks were pulled 


NY gates to limit access. 
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from streams: bats, balls and 
picnic tables were retrieved from 
the duck pond; and a Pepsi Cola 
machine was recovered, accord- 
ing to Royal Hartigan, a neighbor 
and. member of the Friends’ 
group. 

Only the area closest to Bene- 
dict Road was not covered, Riddle 
said. The Friends of Springside 
plan to meet Thursday at 7 p.m. 
at Stop & Shop, where they will 
make plans for a second effort in 


about a month. 

About 100 volunteers started the 
day at Springside. “It was a 
marvelous day,’ Hartigan said. 
“People who we thought would 
wilt around noon just stayed.” 
The cleanup began about 8 and 
ended at 5:30 p.m. 


- In Richmond, school lunch di- 
rector Gladys Traver served 192 
pieces of pizza to participants, 
and elementary school children 
all received two free video rentals 
from Video Studio 12. 


For the first time this year, 
according to chairman Roger 
Manzolini, the civic group sought 
financial help from local busi- 
nesses. Sponsors were the Rich- 
mond General Store, Chris May 
Builders, Berkshire Custom Coat- 
ing, Town and Country Uphol- 
stery, Bartlett’s Orchards, 
Richmond Telephone Co., Traver 
Trucking and Burt Harrington Jr. 

The volunteers covered almost 


\ all the major roads, Gniadek s 


‘, 


By Barbara Hutchinson 


Special to The Eagle 
PITTSFIELD — A number of 


aurea Berkshire Eagle Staff | 
Among the 110 volunteers who cleaned up roadsides in 
Richmond yesterday were, left to right, Elizabeth and 
Robert Gniadek, Becky Manzolini and Melissa Gniadek. 
Partly hidden is Missy Colvin. The group worked Swamp 


Road. 


Golf course proposed 
at park in Pittsfield 


The Reading 


Pittsfield people are upset. 
They do not want a new golf 
course at Springside Park. 
These people have formed a 
group called Friends of 
Springside. They plan to op-’ 
pose the golf course. 

Springside has always been a 
public park. It is used by many. 
people. Some walk in the park, 
some jog, some watch birds 
and enjoy the land. 

John Wells, a golf pro, is the 
man who wants to build a golf 
course at Springside. Some 
people have suggested Wells 
build a smaller course. Parks 
commissioners will have to 
vote on whether to allow golf at 
Springside. 

The Friends of Springside 
plan to clean up the park. More 
than two dozen people are 
willing to help. More help is 
needed. _ 

Springside Park has woods and 


The Reading Connection will appear every Sun- 

day. For more information on literacy, tutoring 

a pening sabes é high school diploma, call 
ickney a -9530 or Barbara Hutchi 

at 499-9571. ee 


Connection 


fields. It has water, some 
ponds and streams. 

It has an area for sports — a 
basketball court, a baseball. 
field, a softball field and a 
playground. 

Everyone can enjoy this 
park. Young and old are free to 
do whatever they want at 
Springside Park. 

Questions: 
1. This article is about saving 

a) Pittsfield b) Springside 
Park c) A golf course. 

2. A new golf course is pro- 
posed at ——— Park. 

a) Wahconah b) Springside 
c) Clapp 
3. The name of the group to 
help save Springside Park is 
called 

a) Friends of Springside b) 
Friends of Pittsfield c) Friends 
of the Golf Course. 

Discussion: 
How would you like to see 
Springside Park used? | 


Answers: 1 — b. 2 —b. 3 — a. 
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Underutilized community service -. 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


There is no excuse for Pitts- 
field parks to look like they 
presently do — unkempt, more fit 
for use as dumps or as wild life 
refuges than for the citizens who 
are meant to enjoy them. The fact 
is that every local park could look 
like the Superior Courthouse 
lawn, if the city’s bureaucracy 
made use of available resources. 

One resource is the community 
service program coordinated by 
David McNeice, Central Berk- 
shire District Court chief proba- 
tion officer. The program pro- 
vides work for offenders who 
have been sentenced by judges to 
contribute services to the com- 
munity. 

Instead of regularly utilizing 
this program to promote in- 
creased use of the parks and im- 


A mountain of trash gathered together at Springside Park 
was only part of the story yesterday as volunteers filled one 


& 
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prove the beauty and tone of 
these leisure areas, park officials 
only make excuses. Instead of 
coordinating park personnel with 
available community service per- 
sonnel, park officials only criti- 
cize the skills and talents of these 
workers. as 
Obviously, in times of budget 
constraints the city must be more 
creative and more flexible. If we 
are going to have a livable enyi- 
ronment, we have to be willing to 
do things a little differently. Tak- 
ing full advantage of the commu- 
nity service program is one way 
to benefit the city at no addi- 
tional cost. That is probably why 
the program is not yet being uti- 
lized. | i 
PETER G. ARLOS 
Councilman-at-large ; 
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truck after another with debris. James J. arf de 
r 


The Berkshire Eagle, 


Steve Moore / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


member of the Friends of Springside, stands at rear. | 


Springside Park cleanup set 


PITTSFIELD — The Friends of Springside Park will sponsor a _ 
daylong cleanup of the park tomorrow, beginning at 9 a.m. 

Volunteers are asked to meet at the site of the former zoo, off North 
Street opposite Pontoosuc Avenue. 

The Friends, a newly formed organization, said that the city of 


Pittsfield will supply trucks for the cleanup and that the Berkshire 


Chapter 65 of the Vietnam Veterans of America, the Girls Club and 
the Boy and Girl Scouts have volunteered to work. 

The Parks Commission on Monday granted permission for the 
cleanup and recognized the Friends as a group organized with the 


| aim of maintaining and overseeing Springside Park. 


Friends president Jack Serriage is directing the volunteer efforts. 

Vincent J. Hebert, retired city commissioner of community serv- 
ices, is organizing an arboretum committee. The committee, he said, 
will plant a flowering crab apple tree donated by the Berkshire 
Garden Club. The Girls Scouts will plant a burning bush that they 
donated. 

Although plans for a golf course at Springside have folded for lack 


“of financing, the controversy over the proposal drew attention to litter 


and rubbish in the park. Proponents of the course said it would deter 


littering; opponents said they would clean up the park if there were 


no golf course on the premises. 


Ulan\ae / 


Hippocratic Oath in which physicians promise : 
to do no “Intentional wrongdoing or harm.” It 
would certainly not have beautified Park Square. 
In Pittsfield to place on it a 42-square-foot 
| electrical-distribution box, all in the name of. 
providing enough juice for the park’s new light- 
Ing system, its Christmas tree and the annual 
Fourth of July parade. To the mayor’s credit, 
she recognized this immediately and had the 
box removed, but it never should have been 
ordered in the first place. If the only alternative © 
Is to bury the unit and this turns out to be 


Uglifying Park Square outrageously costly, the planners of this beauti- 
fication project should go back to the drawing | 


Would-be beautifiers of public places should b 
oards and ai 
be required to follow a rule like the part of the is really ee te [ if Aahey 
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unding cuts sque 


By JAMES THERRIEN 


PITTSFIELD — Targeted for a 
merger with another department 
and gutted by budget reductions, 
the city’s Parks Department is 
Struggling to maintain its 
programs through the busy sum- 


_ mer season. 


“I think people are beginning to 
understand the effects of the cuts 
in personnel the city sustained 
during the past year,” Mayor 
Anne Everest Wojtkowski said 
' yesterday. 


The mayor acknowledged that 


{ 


. 
iM 


‘all | 


meget 


Remublican 


A-1] B 


in 


acting department supervisor, 
John C. Marchesi, had considered 
retiring because of staff shortages 
and funding problems. He has 
changed his mind and will contin- 
ue in the post. 


Marchesi, 65, expressed frus- 
tration over the department’s re- 
duced staff and related problems, 
Wojtkowski said. The depart- 
ment’s budget had been cut from 
$929,000 last fiscal year to $364.- 
000 this fiscal year. 


“I can’t say I blame him one 
bit,” she said. “It’s frustrating.” 
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While hours for lifeguards at 
city beaches and other employees 
have been curtailed, Wojtkowski 
said she believes “things are run- 
ning as well as can be expected, 
given the shortage of manpower.” 

The mayor said that despite 
City Council opposition for the 
past two years, she intends to con- 
tinue to push for a merger of the 
department with the city Public 
Works department. With declining 
city revenues, it will have to be 
reorganized at some point,” she 
said, adding that money might be 
saved through a merger that 
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could be applied to programs. 

But Ward 3 Councilor Eric S. 
Biss said a firm majority of coun- 
cilors remain opposed to a merg- 
er. 

“Why the department needs to 
be streamlined, as she puts it, has 
never been clear to me,” Biss 
Said. 

He said councilors believe the 
Parks Commission and_ the 
department supervisors have done 
a good job of managing the parks. 
Many councilors also oppose plac- 
ing any more authority in the 
hands of Public Works Commis- 
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sioner David E. Spiewak, who has 
clashed with several councilors on 
public works issues, Biss said. 

“I don’t know of any (council) 
support for a merger,” Biss said. 
“I think the problem is just insuf- 
ficient funds.” 

Wojtkowski said she believes 
the 15 department heads the city 
now has is too many. The four- 
person maintenance wing of the 
parks department, which mows 
lawns and performs other mainte- 
nance work, could easily become 
part of the public works depart- 
ment, the mayor said. 
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The arm of the department that 
oversees recreational programs 
could probably be reduced to one 
full-time planner and coordinator 
and seasonal help, Wojtkowski 
said. 

The mayor also said she has de- 
cided not to fill the vacant parks 
position of recreation program 
planner because she believes all 
six applicants forwarded by the 
parks commission lack the nec- 
essary experience or are other- 
wise unqualified. She said it may 


be too far into the summer season 
to fill the post. 
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Photo by Mark Mitchell 


Carved in grass —— @frfgo 


A plea for Pittsfield’s parks was cut into the grass of an spent several Saturdays on cleanup duty this spring. Appli- 
..unmown field at Springside Park, where neighbors have ances, tires and a rusted car have been trucked away. 
>" —__ | 
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Park cleanup nets 2 tons of trash 


PITTSFIELD — Between 1 and 2 tons of debris were hauled out of 
Springside Park on Saturday by 50 members of the Friends of 
Springside during its fall cleanup. 

Participant Royal Hartigan said the amount of trash was strikingly 
less than the 23 tons the group removed from the park last spring over 
the course of a marathon four-day cleanup. 

“That’s an indication that our efforts have been successful,” Hart- 
igan said. “We got a lot of stuff, but nowhere near the stuff we picked 
up in the spring.” 

Hartigan added that most of the trash picked up yesterday was of 
the bottle and can variety, although a school desk, which he estimated 
was about 20 years old, also was uncovered. 2 

Hartigan said the Friends of Springside met briefly after the 
cleanup and agreed to proceed on plans to lay out cross country ski 
and nature trails, which they already have roughed out. 

“We want to put up signs and hand out maps,” he said, adding that 
the group was planning to work with the Park Commission on its 
plans. 

Also joining in Saturday’s cleanup, which was rescheduled because 
of inclement weather the previous Saturday, were members of the 
Pittsfield High Senne ee Cae Club. i] l 4 } TA : 
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_ Transformer blooms in Park Square beautification 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — It’s big. It’s 
gray. It’s metal. It stands at at- 
tention in the middle of Park 
Square with authority, visible’ 
from about any direction. 

And it has city officials scram- 
bling and pointing fingers, trying 
to place blame for what one out- 
raged environmentalist called an 
“incongruous piece of madness.” 

The city Parks Commission has 
been planning it for some time: 
the beautification of Park Square, 
including installation of a new 
electrical distribution box to 
provide juice for new lights to be 
erected there. The box replaces a 
corroded underground system 
and will provide power to the 
annual July 4 parade and the 
Park Square Christmas tree. 

This year’s parade was nearly 
knocked off national television 
because existing power was. in- 
sufficient, so the system was 
planned to increase power two- 
fold. 


Parade power 


“The important thing to note, 
notwithstanding the size, is that it 
would not be attractive for the 
city to go blank during the Fourth 
of July Parade,” said city Pur- 


‘This 1s overkill of unbelievable 
proportions, and it is a permanent 
eyesore to the city,’ said naturalist 
George Wislocki. He fired off a letter to 
Mayor Anne Everest Wojtkowskt. 


chasing Agent Robert Tone, who 
is being blamed by some for the 
blunder. 


But Tone said it was the Parks 
Commission that saw -and ap- 
proved the plans provided by ICI 
Engineering Associates Inc. 

But this 7-foot-high, 6-foot-wide 
box is not what city officials had 
in mind, commission members 
said yesterday. They had envi- 
sioned something smaller, more 
discreet, that could be sur- 
rounded with shrubbery. 


George S. Wislocki, head of the 
Berkshire Natural Resources 
Council, was in a huff over the 
box yesterday, saying it is “ugly 
beyond belief.” : | 

“This is overkill of unbeliev- 
able proportions, and it is a 
permanent eyesore to the city,” 


said Wislocki, whose office is on 


Park Square. “They should re- 
scind the work order.” 

He fired off a letter to Mayor 
Anne Everest Wojtkowski yester- 
day after stumbling upon the ad- 
dition to Park Square, the land- 
scaped island respite where 
North, South, East and West 
streets meet. 

The square has been a focal 
point of environmental passions 
for years, dating from 1790 when 
Lucretia Williams threw herself 
in front of an ax cutter in to stop 
the felling of a giant elm. 

Wislocki’s letter to the mayor 
implored her to order a halt to 
the work, which is being done by 
Comalli Electric Co. 

Wojtkowski was out sick yes- 
terday and was not-available for 
comment, but her aide said the 


SQUARE, continued on B2 
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Berkshire Natural Resources Council, and the 


George S. Wislocki, director of the 
transformer he objects to in Park Square, Pittsfield. 
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As part of Park Square project, 


¢-foot-high transformer installed 


| bf SQUARE, from B1 


Parks Commission is working on 
the problem. 


James Comalli, estimator for 
Comalli Electric, agreed whole- 
heartedly that the box he SsUD- 
plied was a blunder. His company 
was just following orders, he said, 
capitulating despite having ex- 
pressed concern that the box 
would be an eyesore. 

“Here’s the way it’s going 
down,” he said. “I was contracted 
through Petricca, who was con- 
tracted through the city to do 
‘this. I told them 100 times this 
will look treacherous. I’m _ sur- 
prised the town went ahead with 
it. The town had the drawings. I 


think it should have been put 
underground. And I had to stick 
my trucks up there with my name 
on it.” 

~He said he can “see the writing 
on the wall” — the city will 
probably end up ordering that the 
box be dissembled and put un- 
derground. He said he fully ex- 
pects to lose money. 

The director of the Parks 
Commission said yesterday he 
was trying to track down com- 
mission members to inform them 
of the problem. 

“This is not the size they 
planned on,” said director John 
C. Marchesi. “I’ve called them to 
let them know about the monster 
in the park.” 


Commission member Clifford J. 
Nilan, whose office in the Supe- 
rior Court building provides a 
long view of the box, said it 
“looks ridiculous. We never voted 
on that.” 


Blame mayor 


Nilan placed blame at the 
mayor’s doorstep, as did City 
Councilor at large Peter G. Arlos. 
Arlos accused her of ignoring the 
wishes of the Parks Commission 
and held Tone responsible for 
acting as her agent. 

Arlos vowed to file a petition 
with the City Council seeking to 
have the box buried, even though 


the city has said it will be too 


expensive to do that. 


“They know the price of every- | 
thing and the value of nothing,” | 


he said. “This violates the integ- 


rity of Park Square. This shows | 


the low regard our government 


officials have for.the city. I love | 
the park. I sit there, meditate, | 


spend many happy hours there. ” 


Tone said yesterday, however, 
that the Parks Commission 
viewed the plans for the $17,000 
project and approved them. He 
Said he didn’t really check the 
size of the box before purchasing 
the services. 

“It is a little bit big,” Tone 
added. 

He said the city will have to 
explore other options for main- 
taining the box, such as painting 
it or covering it somehow. 

“The actual plans were part of 
a beautification project that is 
being paid for with money do- 
nated by local businesses, and 
everything depends on restoring 
electrical service to the park,” he 
Said. “But there’s no way we'll 
compromise the electrical sery- 
ice.”’ 

Thomas Baker, secretary and 
designer for ICI, the local com- 
pany that did the engineering 
plans for Park Square, said the 
size of the box is restricted by the 
power requirements of the city. 

“This is what was wanted by 
the city,” said Baker, whose con- 
tact on the project was Tone. “J 
suggested putting it in a building, 
but they said that would be too 


costly.” 7 fed. & 9A 3 


Mayor orders 
Park Square — 
box removed 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — It’s gone. 
The big metal electrical box, 


| the one that created an uproar 


when it appeared in the middle 
of Park Square on Tuesday, was 
unceremoniously removed yes- 
terday afternoon, on orders from 


City Hall. 


“Of course I had no idea what 
had happened on Tuesday,” said 
Mayor Anne Everest Wojtkowski, 
who had been out sick that day. 
“T drove by Park Square on my 
way in this morning, and I was 
dumbfounded.” 

Wojtkowski said. she ordered 


4 that the 17-foot-high, 6-foot-wide 


electrical distribution box be 
removed when she arrived at 
work yesterday. 

“l’m not sure who the blame 
goes on for this. Its not worth 
putting it on anyone’s shoulders,” 
she said, maintaining good humor 
about the situation. 

City Councilor at large Peter G. 


_Arlos blamed the mayor herself 
_ for the mix-up that landed the 


giant box in the middle of Park 
Square, where a _ beautification 
project is under way. He sug- 


_ gested that the box be stored in 
her office “as a reminder to do 


things right the first time.” 

Arlos on Tuesday joined George 
S. Wislocki, head of the Berkshire 
Natural Resources Council, in 
fighting the installation of the 
unseemly box, whose purpose 
was to provide electrical power to 
Park Square’s new lighting sys- 
tem, the annual Christmas tree 
and the annual Fourth of July 
parade. 

“I don’t mind jumping into my 
supercouncilman uniform to pro- 


tect the environment of this city,” 


Arlos said proudly yesterday. 


‘A dreadful mistake’ 


“It was a dreadful mistake,” 
said Wislocki. “It was obviously 
the kind of municipal mistake 
you could investigate for 1,000 
years and never figure out who 
was responsible. The buck would 


_ be passed here and there.” 


The city Park Commission has 


19, 


been planning the improvements 
to Park Square and approved in- 
stallation of an improved electri- 
cal system. But yesterday, com- 
mission member Clifford J. Nilan 
said the board had agreed on a 
“small” electrical box. 

“The commission never saw the 
specs for that box,” he said of the 
big one. : 

Wojtkowski said the commis- 
sion seems to have agreed on the 
amount of electrical power 
needed in the square. 

“They got the electrical specs, 
but never got the physical specs,” 
she said. 

Once the Park Commission de- 
termined what was needed, pur- 
chasing agent Robert Tone set to 
work with the orders, said Wojt- 
kowski. 

The mayor said Tone yesterday 
located a drawing prepared by an 
engineering company that showed 
an electrical box ‘the size of a 
desk.”’ 


James. Comalli, estimator for - 
Comalli Electric Co. of Pittsfield, 
which installed the box, didn’t . 
want to talk about the matter 
yesterday. He did say, however, 
that the Christmas tree will be 
lighted on schedule this weekend, 
with an alternate power source. 


On Tuesday, Comalli- said he 
voiced worries to the engineering 
company in charge of the box 
design that the box would be un- 
sightly. But Wojtkowski said he 
apparently never spoke to anyone 
in City Hall. 


Wojtkowski said Tone will be © 
seeking estimates to find out how 
much it would cost to have an 
electrical box placed in an un- 
derground vault. That option had 
previously been ruled out be- 
cause city officials thought it 
would be too costly. 

The Park Commission is 
scheduled to meet tomorrow at 
7:30, and Wojtkowski said Tone 
should have the estimates at that 
time. 

Nilan said the commission 
should try to find out how the 
foul-up occurred to make sure it | 


doesn’t happen again. 1/24 17d 
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Good old days at Pittsfield’s parks may be lost forever 


By Steve Moore 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — In the 1950s, Springs- 
ide Park, like all the parks in Pittsfield, 
was full of people. They would come 
during the day to swim, play basketball 
~or play on the slides and Swings, and at 
night there were movies or stage shows 
for the whole family. In the winters, kids 
skated or sledded. They played there, 
they grew up there. | 
Vincent J. Hebert is not the only parks 
superintendent the city has had, but few 
people could name the man who pre- 
ceded him. Now “retired,” Hebert last 
week recalled the park system’s golden 
years, which stretched on into the 1970s 
and early 1980s. Hebert still goes almost 
daily to his office at Springside House 
and, during a recent visit, was wearing a 
spanking white baseball hat bearing the 
crest of the New England Park Associa- 
tion. 
In the 1960s and 1970s, he Said, people 
would have to call weeks in advance to 
reserve a picnic table at Pontoosuc 
Lake, which had a staff of 28 at the city 
beach alone. That included eight life- 
guards, assorted park police and parking | ee & 
: . attendants. Swimmers could rent baskets Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
In 1940, the waters of Springside Park’s wading pool were far from for a quarter to secure valuables and get John Marchesi, left, acting head of Pittsfield’s parks, and retired: 
‘calm. In 1990, volunteers pulled truckloads of debris out of a pond that superintendent Vincent J. Hebert reflected on the past and future at 
‘no one would wade in. | PARKS, continued on B5 Springside’s pond last week. 





Lack of funds, new activities led to parks’ slide 


@ PARKS, from B5 


“a towel in the bargain. If they 
returned the towel, 15 cents was 
returned to them, making the bill 
for the day a thin dime. 

The grounds maintenance staff 

- was cut from 21 to 12 in 1982, as a 
result of Proposition 2%. That 
number was reduced to eight a 
few years ago and to four this 
year. This. year things were so 
bad, according to former Parks 
Commission Chairman Clifford J. 
Nilan, that inmates from the 
House of Correction had to be 
impressed to erect the bleachers 

dian Wahconah Park for the Pitts- 
field Mets baseball season. 

“What happened? 

«The easy answer is money. The 
erosion of municipal money and 
increasingly difficult times, ac- 

‘cording to most opinions. 


What’s the future? 


Will the parks ever return to 
- ‘their former glory? 

* Views on that score are more 
divided. 

Hebert, as upbeat as he is en- 

ergetic and opinionated, takes 
the affirmative. 
- “[m optimistic,’ he said, an 
understatement if ever there was 
one. “Enough people grew up en- 
jaying and using these parks, that 
when the financial problems fade 
away, they will make sure that 
they are returned to what they 
were.” 

John C. Marchesi, sitting with 
Hebert on a concrete wall at 
springside Pond, shakes his head. 
- “Not unless a Santa Claus 
comes along with a couple mil- 
dion bucks,” Marchesi said. 

« Officially the recreation super- 
visor, Marchesi has been acting 
as parks superintendent since 
Hebert’s retirement, though 
without the pay and real author- 
ity. It is another instance of the 
city marking time until the econ- 
omy turns up. Marchesi began 
with Parks in 1956. 

- Hebert also is realistic about 
the general lack of money. 


- “I’m not putting the finger on | 
vanyone,” he said. “We’re in the | 
same boat as the Fire Depart-_ 
ment or the Police Department or | 


‘the schools.” 
‘- Parks count, though, he said, 


because when people come to a | 


city, they judge its quality largely 
‘from the way the streets look and 


‘how the parks are kept. It is an : 


important element in the even- 
tual lure that attracts businesses 
‘to town, he contends. ! 


‘Own staff advocated 


.. Nilan would agree and, as the 
‘self-described minority member 
‘of the commission; advocates an 


autonomous maintenance staff | 
(sentiment to place the four re- | 
‘maining Parks maintenance peo- | 


toilets, 


But people may not need parks as they 
once did, the mayor theorizes, because 
of other entertainments. | 


ple under the Department of 
Public Works has recently resur- 
faced) and a vigorous mainte- 
nance program. 

“At least the grass can be 

mowed in all 21 parks,” he said. 
“The very least.” 
' Himself partly a product of the 
parks system, Nilan doubts the 
future parks will ever look like 
the past parks, nor be as impor- 
tant. Though volunteer groups — 
most notably the Friends of 
Springside — have sprung up, he 
would not make them carry the 
load. 

“What they've done is excep- 
tional,” Nilan said, “but they 
should not have to maintain the 
parks. That’s not the way.” 

Royal J. Hartigan of 1068 North 
St., one of the Springside friends, 
said that though most of the 
members grew up in Pittsfield, 
they are from all parts of the city, 
not just from the immediate area. 
They formed in opposition to a 
plan to build a golf course on 
Springside’s undeveloped land 
but found they had a far wider 
agenda. 

For one thing, they cleaned the 
place up, a Herculean task. Over 
four days, they hauled away more 
than 22 tons of accumulated trash, 
including water heating tanks, a 
dead Pepsi Cola machine; broken 
sports equipment, two 
picnic tables and dozens of bald 
tires. ? 

Nor is that the end. Hartigan. 
said that the group is now work- 
ing with the Environmental Club 
at Pittsfield High School. Club 
members are marking out nature 
trails through the 237-acre park to 
take advantage of its features. 

“There is a medley of brooks, 


ponds, forests and meadows,” 
Hartigan said. “Those are the 
things we treasure so much. We 
hate to see the natural habitat 
spoiled.” 

It is such a group effort that 
Hartigan did not want to appear 
to be hogging the limelight. He 
cited co-presidents Jack Serridge 
and James J. Riddle, as well as 
Nancy Serridge, Gerard LaBelle, 
William Corrigan, Mary Ann 
Knight and Alan Delphia as other 
unsung heroes on the project. 


Mayor as supervisor 


In 1951, a Pittsfield High junior 
named Anne Everest was hired as 
an assistant playground supervi- 
sor at Highland Playground. 

“Hot and dusty,’ Mayor Anne 
Everest Wojtkowski said. “That’s 
what I remember most.” 

There was an equipment shed 
that served as shelter from sun 
and rain. The kids were offered 
sports, crafts and plays. Wojt- 
kowski worked at Highland again 
in 1952, but when she went to 
college, she also broke her ties 
with the city for the time being. 

“I think about [the parks] all 
the time,” she said the other day 
in her office. “We need to do a 
survey and find out what people 
want. It ought to be a priority.” 

But people may not need parks 
as they once did, she theorizes, 
because of other entertainments. 
They have televisions and VCRs 
and automobiles. If a park beach 
is closed, they can drive some- 
where else and swim. At least 
those with cars — and money — 
can. When public facilities such 
as city parks lose services, low- 
income. families lose the most, 
she said. 


On the other hand, she has no- 
ticed that people use the schools’ 
athletic facilities more now. Tac- 


onic High School’s fields are sel- 


dom empty. There were questions 
when it was proposed about why 
the school needed 50 acres, she 
recalled, but much of it is in 
regular use. 

She said that she plans to ex- 
plore an adopt-a-park program ~ 
with civic groups and perhaps 
revive one or more that way. 

Not all is doom and_ gloom, 
though. Marchesi said that 196 
kids turned out this month for 
Junior Football League at the 
Common and he had to close 
registration. Last year, he said, 
he had to re-advertise for enough 
players to fill the teams. 

Pontoosuc beach may be unsu- 
pervised, but Burbank Park at 


- Onota Lake is booming, Marchesi ~ 


said. Ten parks of the 21 were 
supervised this summer: the 
Common, Clapp, Deming, Pitt, 
Crane, Allen Heights, Marchesio, 
Kirvin, Highland and Wilson. A 
special needs park is maintained 
at Highland School. | 

Seeking to explain another el- 
ement of the parks’ downturn, 
Hebert ends up sounding a phi- 
losophy that could carry them 
into whatever future they have. . 

The Parks Commission used to 
have its own 20-man, part-time 
police force, he said. It consisted 
mostly of retired people. Then 
state regulations required any 
police be trained as first re- 
sponders, meaning first aid and 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation. 

“You can’t turn these older 
guys into Green Berets in 20 
minutes,” Hebert said. 3 

So they now are called security 
without power of arrest, and they 
are 10 in number. But they have 
been able to do the job, Hebert 
said, and a lower profile may be a 
good thing after all. 

“You want to encourage people 


to use the parks, not discourage 


them,” he said. “That’s the key.” 








Planning meeting set 
for Halloween parade 


PITTSFIELD — 
ment of Parks and Recreation has 
scheduled its first organizational 
meeting for the 46th annual Hal- 
loween parade. The meeting will 
be Friday at 7 p.m. at Springside 
House, 874 North St. 

The parade again will be co- 


sponsored by The Berkshire Ea- 


gle. Local organizations and 
schools are invited to enter floats, 
bands .and marching units. All 


entries must depict the Hallow- 


een celebration. 


People or groups wishing to 


participate are asked to send a 
representative to the meeting. 


Further information is available | 
from the Department of Parks | 


and Recreation GAS 499-9343. 


= Fd. 


Parade organizers 
/to meet Wednesday 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
_ment of Parks and Recreation, 
_ which is co-sponsoring the annual 
_Halloween parade with The 
Berkshire Eagle, will hold its 
_ second organizational meeting on 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the 
Springside House, 874 North St. 
Any group wishing to partici- 


pate in this year’s parade must 
send a representative to the 


meeting. More | 
available by calling 499-9343 fa/j,/9o | 


information is 


Final meeting 
‘on parade slated 


for Wednesday 


# PITTSFIELD '\—' The: Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation 
will hold its final organizational 
meeting for the annual Hallow- 


The Depart- 
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What’s Doing 


Today | 


IMMUNIZATION/FLU CLINICS: Sponsore 
by Visiting Nurse Association, Dalton Town 
Hall, immunization, 8 to 9; flu clinic 1 to 4:30. 

LECTURE: ‘History of Western Art” lecture 
series, Berkshire Museum, Pittsfield, 10:15 to 
ELIS: 

MEETING: Pittsfield College Club’s day 
gourmet group, at the home of Bunny Werth, 
64 Concord Parkway, Pittsfield, 11:30. 

FLU IMMUNIZATION CLINIC: Fire Station, 
Otis, 1 to 3. 

MEETING: Southern Berkshire Counly 
Chapter 89, AARP, Great Barrington Senior 
Center, 2. 

MEETING: American Legion Auxiliary, 65 
Columbus Ave., Pittsfield, 2:30. 

DINNER/MEETING: Berkshire Chapter of 
National Guild of Professional Paperhangers 
Inc., Williams Inn, Williamstown, cocktails at 6; 
dinner at 7; business meeting follows at 8. | 

DINNER/PROGRAM: New England _ fall 
dinner buffet followed by ‘Tropical Ecology,’’ 
a slide show on Central America, Bascom 
Lodge, Mount Greylock, dinner 6:30 (reserva- 
tions); program (free) 7:30. 

PARENTING PROGRAM: “Drugs: Warning 
Signs — What to Do,” presented by Officer 
Kim Bertelli of the Pittsfield Police Depart- 
ment, Children’s Library, Berkshire Athe- 
naeum, Pittsfield, 7. 

MEETING: North Adams Arthritis Support 
Group, YMCA, North Adams, 7. 

MEETING: Third Order of St. Francis, Holy 
Family Church hall, Pittsfield, 7. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SHOPPERS CAM- 


PAIGN: Learn to work with area supermarkets 
to protect environment and public health 
through promotion of sound shopping 
choices, Family Health Alliance, Pittsfield, 7. 
BINGO: For the elderly of Adams and 
Savoy, sponsored by Adams Lions Club, 
Notre Dame Church parish center, Adams, 7. 
MEETING: Berkshire County Chapter of the 
Embroiderers’ Guild of America workshops, 
friends welcome, Senior Citizens Center, Lee, 


7. 

MEETING: Hot Corner Baseball Card Club, 
Lee Community Center, Lee, 7. 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING: Barring- 
ton Ballet Studio, Great Barrington, beginners 
welcome, 7:45. 

MEETING: Chapter T, PEO Sisterhood, at 
the home of Mrs. Alden G. Hoyt Jr., 37 
Bishop Parkway, Pittsfield, 7:30. 

COMPETITION: Berkshire Museum Cam- 
era Club, featuring color slides, black-and- 
white and color print judging, at the museum, 
Pittsfield, 7:30. 

MEETING: Laureate Gamma Chapter, Beta 
Sigma Phi, at the home of Mrs. Alison Kittler, 
77 Partridge Road, Pittsfield, 8. 


Tomorrow 


BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC: Sponsored 
by Visiting Nurse Association, Lenox Com- 
munity Center, Lenox, 9 to noon. 

FARMER’S MARKET: Allendale Shopping 
Center, Pittsfield, 9 to 2. 

MEETING: Berkshire County Chapter of the 
Embroiderers’ Guild of America, First Baptist 


Church, Cheshire, 10. 
BRIDGE: Learn-to-play, Harper Center, Wil- 
liamstown, free, 1. 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE: 
Club, Pittsfield, 1. 
BRIDGE: Learn-to-play, Women’s Club, 
Pittsfield, walk-ins accepted, 1 to 3. 


Italian-American 


MASK MAKING WORKSHOP: The first ina 


two-part series, ghoulish masks made with 
papier mache, for children, Western Gateway 
Heritage State Park, North Adams, 3:30. 
GOURMET DINNER: “Surf & Turf,” pre- 
sented by culinary students at Berkshire 
Community College, Susan B. Anthony Cen- 
ter dining rooms, BCC, Pittsfield, 6:30. 
LECTURE: On vegetarianism, Taconic High 
School, Pittsfield, 7. 
MEETING: Berkshire chapter of the Whole 
Language Teachers Association, Crosby El- 
entary School, Pittsfield, 7. 
NMEETING: For Pittsfield’s annual Halloween 
parade, Springside House, Pittsfield, 7. 
MEETING: Heart of the Berkshires Grange, 
Grange Hall, Pittsfield, 8. 


Upcoming 


MEETING: Oct. 16. Annual meeting for 
shareholders of Pittsfield Masonic Association, 


Masonic Temple, 116 Soyth St, Pittsfield, 
7:30. 8 


The events in this listing are printed as a public 
service. Send the information at least a week before 
the date of publication to What's Doing, The Eagle, 
33 Eagle St., Pittsfield, Mass. 01202. 


Halloween parade 
slated for Oct. 31 


PITTSFIELD — The city’s an- 
nual Halloween parade will be 
held Oct. 31 at 7 p.m. 

The parade will begin on East 
Street, head north to North 
Streét, then travel to Wahconah 
Street, where it will end. 

Six floats, four bands and nine 
marching units are scheduled to 
appear, according to the De- 
partment of Parks and Recre- 
ation, which sponsors the parade. 
Anyone wishing to enter the Hal- 
loween parade is asked to contact 


the department. lo; Gh . 


Halloween party » 


‘set for Friday,,.» 


PITTSFIELD — The Boys’ & 
Girls’ Club of Pittsfield will hold 
its annual Halloween party 
Friday from 5 to 7 at the club on 
Melville Street. 

The event, open to youngsters 
12 and under who are members of 
the club, is co-sponsored by the 
city’s Department of Recreation. 

Costume competition will in- 
clude judging in four categories: 
prettiest, funniest, scariest and 
most original. Prizes will be 
awarded to the top three finish- 
ers in each category. 


HALLOWEEN PARADE: North Street, Pittsep) 
field, 7. Free balloons and cider for kids, Nee 


Shops at Englands, 6, while supplies last. 567 


Other games will be held and 
refreshments will be served. 
Admission will be-7a,cents. 


ween parade Wednesday evening 
| wat 7, 
The meeting will be held at the 
Springside House at 874 North St. 
A department spokesman said 
that any organization planning on 
being in the parade is required to 
have a representative present at 
whe meeting. The parade will be 
‘held on Wednesday, Oct. 31, at 7 


"p.m. /o Bll -Fb 


Trick or treat Oct. 30, | 
parade Oct. 31 in city ie 


¢ HALLOWEEN PARTY: Sponsored by 
Catholic Youth Center Service Society and 
Pittsfield Parks and Recreation Department, 
CYC, Pittsfield, 4. Must have CYC. member- 
ship. O-27- 76 a 


PITTSFIELD 9 THe mayor’s 
office and the Department of 
Parks and Recreation have an-. 
ite that Tuesday, Oct. 30, 
Wl e trick-or-treat ni | 
Bah te 7 night, from | 

The Berkshire Association. of | 
Treasurer Hunters and the Parks 

Department will sponsor a candy 
Costume winners listed | inspection afterward. Children 
for Halloween parad | SHHd ae Gun e eeortes ee 
| en parade | Springside House at 874 North St. 

PITTSFIELD — The city’s De- between 6:30 and 8 for inspection 

partment of Parks and Recreation by metal detector at no charge. 

has announced the costume prize The annual Halloween parade 

winners in the 46th annual Hal- will be Wednesday, Oct. 31, at 7 

- Joween parade sponsored by the p.m. Six floats, six bands and 10 

department and The Berkshire marching units are scheduled to 
Eagle. take part so far. 

Winners are: Amanda Gingras, Any organization interested in 
Mark Pictrowski, Kelly Wiater, entering the parade is asked to 
July Chamberland, Ryan Loehr, contact the department at 499-9343 
April Durfee, Monty Joe Cooney, from 9 to 9 Monday through — 
Stephanie Tower, Benjamin Thursday, 9 to 5 Friday or 9 to 1 
Cooney, Sara Farias, Brian Saturday. /d— ¢. FOR 
Bieniek, Matt Palardy and Jeffrey ath 
Rawson. 

Also, Nicole May, Peter Bion- 
dolillo, Hannah Wohl, Danny . ; 
Malacarne, Timmy Winchell, | | | ES AMO ayes Sap cou) 

_ Laura Beaudin, Sara Sharland, | . 
_ Joyce Ryu, Jessica Bliss, Melinda | 
_ Haddad, Kevin Harrington and | 


“| Shaun Kelly. iWfS/Fe ( | 


Showcase Democracy or Human 
Rights Nightmare?” on Thursday 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Koussevitzky | 
Arts Center at Berkshire Com- | 
munity College. | 

Her show assembles a visual | 
history of El Salvador’s turbu- | 
lence as recorded over the years | 
by a variety of international pho- 
\ tojournalists. 

Currently a free-lance photog- 
rapher based in Keene, N.H., 
Lyle is a former curator at the 
Museum of Fine Arts and the 
Photographic Resource Center in 
Boston. She is also a former di- 
rector of Polaroid Corp.’s Center 
for Creative Worldwide Programs. 
Her presentation is the first ma- 
jor traveling exhibition of this 
photo archive. 

Part of BCC’s Forum series, the 
program is free. {D-—¢6 -~FO 


Girls Inc. holding 
annual halloween party 


PITTSFIELD — Girls Inc. will 
hold its annual Halloween party 
tonight from 7 to 8:30. Activities 
will include costume judging, 
bobbing for apples, pumpkin- 
painting contest, a haunted house 

ae and refreshments. 
ion j The event is co-sponsored by 
_ \ the Pittsfield Parks and Recre- 
4 ation Department, and is open tog 
_ the public for children in kin- 
dergarten and up. Parents should 
drop their children off at 7 and 
pick them up promptly at 8:30 
p.m. 

Tickets are limited to 100 and 
may be obtained at the main of- 
fice. More information is avail- 


| 


The annual lighting of the com- 
munity Christmas tree will take 
_ place on Thursday, Dec. 6, at 7 p.m. 
in Park Square, and St. Stephen’s 
| Holiday Fair is scheduled Dec. 7 
and 8. Wi-3-)-— 9S, 
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Pittsfield Central unveils Halloween plans 


PITTSFIELD “Chamber of 
Horrors” tours, entertainment by 
the Philadelphia Mummers, spe- 
cial children’s activities, a family 
evening and a parade are among 
Halloween activities planned for 


senior citizens and children un- 
der 12. They may be purchased at 
the club, American Speedy Print- 
ing or Randall’s Trophies. 

“Trick or Treat” night will be 
Oct. 30 from 5:30 to 7. The Berk- 


shire Association of Treasure 
Hunters has volunteered to in- 
spect candy from 6:30 to 8:30 at 
Springside House. 

The Berkshire Athenaeum will 
have free children’s activities. 


The children’s library will offer 
trick-or-treat bag making for 
children from 3 to 5 on Oct. 30 at 
10:30 a.m., and registration may 
be made by calling 499-9483. 

Face painting will be offered 


from 3:30 to 4:30 on Oct. 30 and 31. 

The movie, “Halloween Is Grinch 

Night,” will be shown at 4 on Oct. 
| 30 and again at 11 a.m. on Oct. 31. 

The myths and legends of Hal- 
loween symbols will be presented 
at a family evening from 7:30 to 9 
on Oct. 31 at the Berkshire Mu- 
seum. 

Topics will include bats, 
snakes, spiders, owls, pumpkins 

and the museum’s own mummy. 

Joanne Spies of the Jack and 

' Joanne Band will sing spooky 
melodies, and Emile Jalbert, re- 
tired professor of languages at 
BCC, will present a selection of 
tales to be told in the dark. 

The party is free for members 
and their families. Admission for 
non-members is $1 per child age 
12 and under. Families of three 
or more will be admitted for $3. 


(5-1 F —7O 


downtown by Pittsfield Central. 

The annual Halloween parade 
down North Street, sponsored 
this year by The Berkshire Eagle 
and the Department of Parks and 
Recreation, will begin at 7 p.m. 

- on Oct. 31. Before the parade, The 

_ Shops at Englands will have free 
balloons and cider for children 
while supplies last. 

“Chamber of Horrors” tours 

will begin on Oct. 26 at 6 p.m., 
\ when the Dead Actors Society 
\ will return to haunt the Berkshire 
Public Theatre. | 

_ Tour dates and hours will be 
‘Oct. 26 from 6 to 10; Oct. 27 from 
noon to 10; Oct. 28 from noon to 9; 
Oct. 29 and 30 from 6 to 9, and Oct. 
31 from 4 to 10, except during the 
_ parade that day. 

Admission is $3, and discount 
/ecoupons are available at many 
downtown businesses. 

On Oct. 27, Bowey the Clown 
‘will entertain with balloon sculp- 
‘ture and magic from 10:30 to 12:30 
at The Shops at Englands. Chil- 
dren may help to break open the 
Great Pumpkin filled with treats 
from Goodies. 


‘Mummers open 


The Pittsfield Fourth of July 
parade committee will bring back 
‘the Philadelphia Mummers for 
two performances, at 5:30 and 8:30 

p.m. on Oct. 27 at the Boys’ and 
Girls’ Club. Tickets are $6; $5 for 
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Jaloleo. 


and sing carols in the event sponsored by the Parks and 


Bright lights, big tree 


Pittsfield’s tallest Christmas tree ever sparkles with 9,000 
lights following the annual tree-lighting ceremony in Park Recreation Department. The 40-foot evergreen was donated 


a 


| Square last night. About 800 turned out to visit with Santa by Robert and Anne Gagnon of Pittsfield. 
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9,000 view 


Halloween 
parade 


PITTSFIELD — The Pitts- 
field High School band and a 
float made by residents of the 
Wellesley Park neighborhood 
took the top prizes of $100 each 
at last night’s Halloween pa- 
rade. 
| John C. Marchesi, the city’s 
‘director of recreation, esti- 
mated that about 9,000 people 
watched the parade, which 
-was sponsored by the De- 
'partment of Parks and Recre- 
ation and The Eagle. 

_ In the float competition, the 
‘second-place prize of $75 was 
‘awarded to the Stearns School. 
The Allendale School took 
‘third-place honors, winning 
$50. 7 | 

_ The Lee High School band 
‘was awarded second place, 
‘winning $75, and Wahconah 
Regional High School’s 
‘marching band placed third 
for $50. 

_ A $25 prize was awarded to 
the Allendale School because 
it had the largest number of 
marchers — 2950. 

Also, gift certificates were | 
presented to 25 winners of a/ 
costume contest, Marchesi 
said. 

Marchesi said that more 
than 120 children presented 
their Halloween candy for 
-sereening Tuesday night by 
members of the Berkshire As- 
sociation of Treasure Hunters, 
who used metal detectors to 
rule out contamination by for- 
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4.00 children 
get phone calls 


from North Pole 


PITTSFIELD — More than 

400 city children spoke directly 

to Santa Claus on Monday and 

Tuesday through the Depart- 

ment of Parks and Recre- 

Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff ees a annual “North 

| e ° Bits | Pole Calling” program. 

Eerie night Twenty-eight volunteer San- 
| _tas and North Pole operators 
combined to donate more than 
58 hours to the effort. They 
came from the Retired Seniors 
Volunteer Program, Allendale 
School, Cub Scout Pack No. 67, 
the Pittsfield Redevelopment 
Authority, the Boys and Girls 
Club, Pittsfield High School 
cheerleaders, Ryder Truck | 
Rental and the Department of 
Recreation. 
The 250 calls, requested by | 
the children’s parents, were | 
made from Berkshire County | 
Savings Bank. The bank pro-| 
vided the Santas and operators | 
with sandwiches and bever- 
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Molly Walsh, 3, came from Dalton sporting whiskers and bunny ears to watch the 
‘Pittsfield Halloween parade, which featured bands, kids in costume and floats like 
ithe one below, from Kay-Bee Toys. Story, Page Bo. + 2 9g | 
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Joel Ma Eagle Stat 
rads OD 
through Park Square in Pittsfield during Veterans Day parade. ki | apes 


Members of the Dalton American Legion color guard march 








asy Does It 


One youngster cautiously practices figure-skating maneuvers while two younger skaters are closely 
guided in the background on the Common in Pittsfield. The rink only gets crowded on weekends. 


Jo 


Hill Joy 


A two-girl toboggan swiftly 
descends the hill at Clapp 
Park in Pittsfield on a fine 
day back in 1962. This was 
before the arrival of plastic 
sleds and saucers. | 





Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Not quite spring 


Drawn outdoors by mild weather, Lee Meisenheimer The high temperature yesterday was just 39 degrees, 
Shoots goals on the former Crane School playground. but it seemed warm, compared to December. 


Sin pananus teem 


yes / Berkshire Eagle ©.aff | 


Field of dreams Lf49 19> 


J.T. Carroll of Pittsfield watches a baseball game from high on a hill overlooking Clapp Park. 
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— The annual 
public serv- 
Ss will 


a major social and 

service event on the 

will be held tomor- 

beginning at 11 am. at 
William Pitt Playground. 
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of Pittsfield: 
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The daylong event will be 
with a concert of gospel si 

During the day, 

The finals of a basketball 

In the evening, there will be 


PITTSFIELD 
In 
Ice agencies will 


Gather- 
In: the event of rain, the 


Gather- 
at P 

The Gather-In is sponsored 
event will be held Sunday, be- 
ginning at the same time 


also be food concessions and 


games for children. 
played today at Dorothy Amos 


Park. 

a block party on the basketball 
court with disc jockey Mitchell 
West. Two live bands, Rick’s 
Band and 1&1, will also ap- 
by the Christian Center for the 
benefit of Educational Pro 


Ing at the park. The sing 


groups will 


Memorial 
Preliminary game 


West Side 
tournament will 
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Snowballs.- 


Two sports prepare ammu- 
nition for a snowball duel on 
the First Street Common in 
Pittsfield. This took place 
after they had been let out of 
nearby Plunkett School back 
in the 1950s. 


Perking along at Pitt Park 


Attendance may have been down slightly at 
the Gather-In on Saturday, owing in part to its 
rescheduling from a week before to accommo- 
_date the weather, but the spirit at Pittsfield’s 
| Pitt Park was tip-top, a tribute to the sponsoring 

| Christian Center and to the gospel singers, bas- 

- | ketball enthusiasts and the volunteers that make 

RES) | the fest happen. 
| 





g Up 
Little skater at the Common in Pittsfield gets help with her laces before taking to the ice. 
This was in 1979. Skating conditions on the Common this year have been wildly variable, 


> from superb to abysmal. ; 
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Ankles Away 


In the early stages of learning to skate, rubbery ankles are a 
widespread problem, as this youngster found in 1976 on the Pittsfield 


Common. mo 
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Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Peaceful objectors 


Opponents of nuclear warhead tests m 


arch around Park Square in their 11th protest in as 


many months. Yesterday’s protest was supported by seven area organizations. a 1201490 





- Out for a spin 


Diane Sherman provides a steadying influence for through a stand of spruce trees after a picnic at 
her son, Damian, 4, who decided to take a bike ride Pontoosuc Lake yesterday. 


Springside Park 
Pittsfield’s Springside Park, now the proposed site of a massive golf complex, was a magnet for skaters back 
in 1956, when this picture was taken. In recent years, because of a dearth of funds for parks, the pond has been 


% 
» J 


_sadly neglected. Perhaps it will be restored as a water hazard. 
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By Daniel O. Bellow 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Mayor Anne 
Everest Wojtkowski last night 
presented the City Council a $1 
million package of cuts as part of 
a plan designed to allow the 
schools to remain open the rest of 
the year. 


But the Council, at the request 
of 10 petitioners, deferred action 
on the mayor’s plan, pending a 
public hearing slated for Sat- 
urday, March 24, at 2 p.m. 
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Under the mayor’s proposal, 58 
municipal jobs would be elimi- 
nated and 47 employees would be 
laid off. Bargaining with nine of 
the city’s 11 unions continues. 

If she had received the Coun- 
cil’s. approval last night, the 
mayor said she would have laid 
off the workers, beginning March 
21. 

The Council chamber was 
packed with city workers: off- 
duty firefighters, public works 
crews, police officers in and out of 
uniform, and the heads of various 
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departments. 

Hardest hit under the mayor’s 
plan is the Department of Public 
Works, which would see 27 of 43 
posts eliminated and 25 employ- 
ees out on the street. The admin- 
istration is considering using pri- 
vate contractors to carry out 
many DPW functions, such as 
snowplowing and street repair. 

The Parks Department would 
lose four employees, the health 
department three, the utilities 
department two and two building 
inspectors would be laid off. 


Four deputy chief positions in 
the Fire Department would be 
cut, which means that four of the 
five deputy chiefs would be de- 
moted to captain. The ripple ef- 
fect might cause the «layoffs of 
four firefighters, though the 
mayor said she hopes that will not 
be necessary. 

No uniformed police officers are 
to be cut, though the police would 
lose two parking enforcement of- 
ficers and about $85,000 in ex- 
pense account items. 

Deputy Fire Chief James W. 


Tobin called the elimination of his 
position shortsighted, but gave the 
mayor credit: ‘At least we’re 
considered equal to the meter 
maids,”’ he said. 

Other layoffs include the senior 
clerk in both the Veterans office 
and the Administrative Services 
office, a clerk in the city clerk’s 
office, the senior clerk typist in 
the Assessors’ office, the head 
clerk for the Council on Aging, 
and the senior clerk typist and an 
electrician in the Maintenance 
Department. 
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The schools, under the mayor’s 
plan, would take a $100,000 cut; 
the Berkshire Athenaeum would 
lose $25,000. Some $200,000 ear- 
marked for road repairs would 
not be spent until next year, and 
insurance costs would be reduced 
by $20,000. 

City Solicitor Paul W. Cormier 
said the mayor and councilors 
had been meeting all week and 
were ready to go through with the 
cuts last night. 

CUTS, continued on B2 
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| Wojtkowski seeks layoffs bs. 


@ CUTS, from Al 


But five minutes. before the 
meeting City Clerk Jacqueline M. 
Sacchetti was presented with a 
petition demanding a public hear- 
mi re 10 eee voters de- 

nd one, state law says j 
be held, Cormier said. oe 

School Superintendent Robert L. 
LaFrankie has said that the 
schools could run out of money to 
operate in early May and that if 
necessary they would then be 
closed for the year. . 

Gov. Michael S. Dukakis has 
Said that without new taxes he 
will have to withhold millions in 
State aid to cities and towns. 
Pittsfield’s loss, if that happens 
would be $7 million it had ex. 
pected to'receive before the fiscal] 
er ee J une 30. 

ojtkowski said she _ belieyv 
that the Legislature will secs 
laxes so the governor can make 
the fiscal year-end payment. She 
Said she will take out a loan in 
expectation of state funds coming 
through. 

But: the $1 million in cuts is 
necessary now. Wojtkowski said, 


because the state’s contribution to 
the city’s budget for fiscal 1991 
which begins July 1, is expected 
to be about $1 million less than 
this year’s $27 million. 

Finance Director Daniel L. 
Bianchi praised the councilors for 
their cooperation and their un- 
derstanding of the city’s fiscal 
situation. ‘“‘We’ve got nothing but 
ney spats he said. . 

n other business last night 
Council set the property ie te 
at $10.11 per $1,000 of assessed 
value for residential property 
and $14.40 for commercial- 
industrial property. Tax rates are 
down from last year’s $14.43 and 
$21.91, but residential property 
values rose an average of 66 per- 
cent in the recent revaluation 
conducted by the assessor’s of- 
fice, 

The Council also. endorsed a 
proposal by a special committee 
to make the police chief’s position 
an appointive one, with a term of 
five years, and adopted a resolu- 
tion in opposition to the construc- 
tion of a coal-fired eo-generation 
plant in Halfmoon, N.Y. 2 }iM (9D 
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Going Up ~ 

Last Saturday was one of those rare 
days when new snow and sunshine 
make sliding conditions perfect. 
Here are some of the enthusiasts 
attracted to Pittsfield’s Clapp Park 
sliding hill. 
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Mayor Anne Everest Wojtkowski M & | 
Tuesday night presented the City Council 
a $1 million package of cuts as part of a 
plan designed to allow the schools to 
remain open the rest of the year. | 

But the Council, at the request of 10 | 
petitioners, deferred action on the | 
mayor’s plan, pending a public hearing 
slated for Saturday, March 24, at 2 p.m. 

Under the mayor’s proposal, 58 mu- 
nicipal jobs would be eliminated and 47 
employees would be laid off. Bargaining 
with nine of the city’s 11 unions contin- 
ues. 

If she had received the Council’s ap- 
proval Tuesday night, the mayor said 
she would have laid off the workers: off- 
duty firefighters, public works crews, 
police officers in and out of uniform, and 
the heads of various departments. 

Hardest hit under the mayor's plan is 
the Department of Public Works, which 
would see 27 of 43 posts eliminated and 
25 employees out on the street. 

The Parks Department would lose four 
‘employees, the health department three, 
the utilities department two and two 
building inspectors would be laid off. 

Four deputy chief positions in the Fire 
Department would be cut. No uniformed 
police officers are to be cut, though the 
police would lose two parking enforce- 
ment officers and about $85,000 in ex- 
pense account items. 

The schools, under the mayor’s plan, 
would take a $100,000 cut; the Berkshire 
Athenaeum would lose $25,000. Some 
$200,000 earmarked for road repairs 
would not be spent until next year, and 
insurance costs would be reduced by 
$20,000. 

The $1 million in cuts is necessary 
now, Wojtkowski said, because the 
state’s contribution to the city’s budget 
for fiscal 1991, which begins July 1, is 
expected to be about $1 million less than 
this year’s $27 million. The mayor had 
met quietly with nine councilors in ad- 
vance and, according to reports, had 
persuaded them to go along with her 
plan. 


Both the mayor and the councilors | 
described the meetings over the budget | 
cuts as entirely amicable, in contrast to | 
last year’s running battle in which | 
councilors frequently charged that the 
mayor had failed to consult with them. 


Ward 3 Councilor Eric S. Biss, who has | 
had his differences with Wojtkowski and | 
her administration, described it aS a | 
“free and easy exchange.” | 


Finance Director Daniel L. Bianchi | 
praised the councilors for their coopera | 
tion and their understanding of the city’s |: 
fiscal situation. ‘“We’ve got nothing but, 
lousy choices.”’ he said. DBVLE@LGO W/, 
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| Going Up 

| Last Saturday was one of those rare 
days when new snow and sunshine 
make sliding conditions perfect. 
Here are some of the enthusiasts 


| attracted to Pittsfield’s Clapp P. 
sliding hill. ee 
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Mayor Anne Everest Wojtkowski 
Tuesday night presented the City Council 
a $1 million package of cuts as part of a 
plan designed to allow the schools to 
remain open the rest of the year. 

But the Council, at the request of 10 
petitioners, deferred action on the 
mayor’s plan, pending a public hearing 
slated for Saturday, March 24, at 2 p.m. 

Under the mayor’s proposal, 58 mu- 
nicipal jobs would be eliminated and 47 
employees would be laid off. Bargaining 
with nine of the city’s 11 unions contin- 
ues. 

If she had received the Council’s ap- 
proval Tuesday night, the mayor said 
she would have laid off the workers: off- 
duty firefighters, public works crews, 
police officers in and out of uniform, and 
the heads of various departments. 

Hardest hit under the mayor’s plan is 
the Department of Public Works, which 
would see 27 of 43 posts eliminated and 
25 employees out on the street. 

The Parks Department would lose four 
‘employees, the héalth department three, 
the utilities department two and two 
building inspectors would be laid off. 

Four deputy chief positions in the Fire 
Department would be cut. No uniformed 
police officers are to be cut, though the 
police would lose two parking enforce- 
ment officers and about $85,000 in ex- 
pense account items. 

The schools, under the mayor’s plan, 
would take a $100,000 cut; the Berkshire 
Athenaeum would lose $25,000. Some 
$900,000 earmarked for road repairs 
would not be spent until next year, and 
insurance costs would be reduced by 
$20,000. 

The $1 million in cuts is necessary 
now, Wojtkowski said, because the 
state’s contribution to the city’s budget 
for fiscal 1991, which begins July 1, is 
expected to be about $1 million less than 
this year’s $27 million. The mayor had 
met quietly with nine councilors in ad- 
vance and, according to reports, had 
persuaded them to go along with her 
plan. 


Both the mayor and the councilors 
described the meetings over the budget 
cuts as entirely amicable, in contrast to 
last year’s running battle in which 
councilors frequently charged that the 
mayor had failed to consult with them. 


Ward 3 Councilor Eric S. Biss, who has | 
had his differences with Wojtkowski and | 
her administration, described it aS a) 
“free and easy exchange.” 


Finance Director Daniel L. Bianchi 
praised the councilors for their coopera 
tion and their understanding of the city’s 
fiscal situation. ‘“We’ve got nothing but, 
lousy choices.”’ he said. BILEAGO V/, 





| Circus to help pay 
for July 4th parade 


PITTSFIELD — The Allan C. Hills Great American Circus 
will perform twice on the Fourth of July on the First Street 
Common, with a portion of the proceeds going to benefit the 
Pittsfield Fourth of July Parade Committee. 

Last night, the Parks Commission approved the request by 
parade committee Chairman Beverly Chartier for the circus to 
perform on the Common, which is city-owned. 

The circus, based in Sarasota, Fla., will perform as part of 
the parade’s ‘“‘Under the Big Top”’ theme, and performers will 
march in the parade, Chartier said. 

Performances will be at 2:30 and 5. 

Chartier told the commission that the circus will post a $3,000 
bond with the city to cover any damage to the parkland. The 
circus has $1 million in insurance, she said. Because the circus 
is being sponsored by the parade committee, with performances 
held on city property, the contract will include the city, the 
parade committee and the circus. 

The circus, said Chartier, has been designated the official 
circus of the Barnum festival to be held in Bridgeport, Conn., in 
June. 

According to the agreement, the parade committee will keep 
75 percent of the receipts from the tickets it sells up until the 
day before the circus. 

The parade committee will receive 20 percent of advance 
sales conducted by the circus’s telemarketing representatives, 
and of sales by the circus itself the day before, and the day of, 
the performances. Tickets are $6 for adults, children $5, and 
may be obtained at parade headquarters, 237 Tyler St. ha 
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On the rocks 


1 Emil Rist of 
From a rocky spot in Burbank Park, angler | 
Pittsfield tries his luck at Onota Lake, which was recently, 


™ 


stocked by the state. 4 13\Q0 
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iA gaggle of Canada geese take off from Pontoosuc Lake in Pittsfield yesterday in a concentrated burst of energy. The lake is starting to ice In. 
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; Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Sky flyer | 


Robert Bernardo, 9, of Pittsfield runs to put his kite up in a cloud-strewn sky. at Clap 


p Park off West Housatonic Street. 


Before the Riot 


On Easter egg hunt day in Pittsfield sometime in the 1950s the horde of eager youngsters follows the 
Easter bunny to the egg grounds, where the inevitable wild and woolly scramble soon commenced. 
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Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


-Belly-flopping 
- With all the snow gone, Scot Johnston, 6, at far left, tries a new sisters, M 
Pe 4 ? 4 5 ‘ ? ’ organ, 11, and N os i 
; seasonal sport, belly sliding, at Clapp Park in Pittsfield, along with his All four children live s Pitistield.. ee ten" al ian e . 
é, ‘g “4 | / 
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The Springside Greenhouse Group planted 5,000 tu-| 
“a 


Stopping to smell the tulips 


Judy Bard and her son Lance, 12, stop to admire the 
lips, many of which will reach peak this weekend. 


erday at Springside Park in Pittsfield. 


flowers yest 





Fred’ P. Garner Sr. dies; 


«was active in local sports 


PITTSFIELD — Fred P. Gar- 
ner Sr., 60, of 92 Holmes Road 
died yesterday morning at Berk- 
shire Medical Center. He had 
» Deen a mayoral appointee to the 
«Pittsfield Human Services Com- 


mission, supervisor of the Park 
».Department police and active in 


‘local sports’ organizations for 

; Many years. 

:- He-was born in Altoona, Pa., on 
July 28, 1929, the son of Flora 

* Hockenberry Garner and the late 

Fred W. Garner. A graduate of 

_ Altoona. High School, he attended 


¢ Pennsylvania State University. 
@-He was:an Army veteran, serving 


2 in the Signal Corps at Fort Sam 
+’ Houston: in. San. Antonio,’ Texas, 
‘and was discharged in 1953 with 

the rank of sergeant. 

-'. Mr.-Garner moved to Pittsfield 
in September 1956. He was em- 


e€’ployed by GE. ordnance for 33 


», years; retiring in July 1989 as a 
result of ill health. 
»' A parishioner of Sacred Heart 
Church, he was a former member 
»0f First United Methodist Church. 
~’ Mr. Garner had held the per- 
manent part-time position as 
parks police supervisor for 32 
_ years. He was a member of the 
board of directors of the Friends 
, of Wild Acres and the Pittsfield 
Little League and a 25-year board 
“member of the Pittsfield Junior 
. Football League. 


He was also a member of the 
Northern New York Skating As- 
sociation and an American Skat- 
ing Association judge, and was a 
member of the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee, Berkshire Mo- 
tor Sports Club, Boys’ Club 
Alumni Association and Pittsfield 
Fourth of July Parade Commit- 
tee. An event director for Massa- 
chusetts Special Olympics, he had 
volunteered for both the Winter 
and Summer Games for several 
years. 

Appointed by several mayors, 
he had served on the Pittsfield 
Human Services Commission and 
revenue-sharing committees. He 
was clerk/secretary and a board 
member of the Pittsfield GE 
Employees Credit Union and a 
member of the Pittsfield Recre- 
ation Advisory Board at the time 
of his death. 

His first wife, the former Violet 
L. Williams, died i in 1972. 

Besides his mother of Altoona, 
Mr. Garner leaves his wife, the 
former Gail A. Hebert, with 
whom he would have celebrated 
their 17th wedding anniversary 
July 26; five sons, Marine Corps 
Staff Sgt. D. Scot Garner, sta- 
tioned in Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii, 
Timothy K. Garner of Cheshire, 
Fred P. Garner Jr. of Pittsfield, 
and Daniel B. and Aaron V. Gar- 
ner, both at home; three daugh- 


Fred Garner Sr. 


ters, Mrs. Kathy Pezze and Ms. 
Sheryl Garner-Gorton, both of 
Pittsfield, and Mrs. Kim King of 
Lenox; and seven grandchildren. 
A Liturgy of Christian Burial 
will be celebrated tomorrow 
morning at 11 at Sacred Heart 
Church. Burial will be in Pitts- 
field Cemetery. | 
Calling hours at the Devanny- 
Condron Funeral Home will be 
today from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9. In 
lieu of flowers, the family re- 
quests that donations be made to 
either the Friends of Wild Acres 
or the Massachusetts Special 
Olympics Winter Games in care, 
of the funeral home. ;¢‘ f, 
$\in\407 





Jules Gillette and his wife Betty on the merry-go 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


-round in their carnival at the Pittsfield Common. 


Carnival: Life on the road 


Pittsfield family 


By Mary-Jane Tichenor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Being on the move with 
a carnival seven months of the year is a 


hard life, but an exciting one, said Betty 
Gillette. 


She and her husband, Jules E. Gillette, a. 


Pittsfield native, opened their Gillette 
Shows carnival last night at the Pittsfield 
Common. Playing the hometown is an an- 
nual spring event. | 

The merry-go-round still is the most 
popular ride, Betty Gillette said. Nostalgia 


probably plays a role in that, she said, 


speculating that parents pick the carousel 
ride for their kids. 


“I think the kids would rather ride the 
trucks, the roller coaster or the mini jet 
that they can operate themselves and move 
the levers up and down,” she said. 


The convoy trucks, six of them, make up 
a new ride this season. The Gillettes try to 
add something every year. This year’s ad- 
dition cost $148,000. Each of the trucks on 
the ride is worth $7,000 or $8,000, Gillette 
said. 


keeps Gillette Shows humming 


“You can buy a real truck cheaper,’’ she 
Said, pointing to a used truck that she and 
her husband had bought for $6,000. 

The couple and their three sons, Jules, 27, 
Arthur, 24, and Jerry, 23, leave their Peck’s 
Road house each year when Easter falls. 
And they don’t come home until] after Col- 
umbus Day in mid-October. Even when the 
Show is in Pittsfield, the parents live in 
their trailer to keep an eye on things. The 
boys, all single, have their own trailers. 

“They do a nice job of keeping the 


SHOW continued on A7 
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Gillettes keep show on the road 


| @ SHOW, from Al opens at 6 on Wednesdays, ““You haven’t seen the half of Saturday and Sunday, you can 

| equipment up,” said their mother. Thursdays and Fridays and at 1 it,” said Jules. “This is awful have as Many rides as you like 
“They learned how just by being 0n Saturdays and Sundays. It’s a small for us.”’ for just $6. The Sky Diver is the 

‘ around it.” full week’s work for each Stop in When the carnival plays fairs Scariest. 

They went to school in Pitts: the circuit. But it’s much easier later in the season, it attracts its The show here js Sponsored by 

' field. “‘That was the hardest job With the new Sophisticated biggest crowds. the Babe Ruth League, which wii] | 
| of all — to adjust to a quiet and equipment, Said Betty Gillette. From Pittsfield, the show will get a $3,500 donation from the 

| controlled atmosphere after being She pointed to a bumper-car go to North Adams and then on to Gillettes, more if the Gillettes do ° 
i exposed to the excitement of a ide being assembled. Glens Falls, N.Y. well. 

| carnival,” she said. “That used to take a whole day Hobby, lifesty! As they were setting up, Do- 

ee Wa're. 4 close-knit family,” and six men; now they do it in “obby, lifestyle minic Caparale, a fan, came to 
‘said Betty Gillette “We're to- maybe 20 minutes,”’ she said. Jules Gillette said that tickets see what was going on. What was 

| gether 24 hours a day. The Gillettes employ about 25 for his rides are the Cheapest in going on was lots of activity. The 

' Her brother, Sam Fairlee, Workers to set up the Carnival and the industry, 75 cents for kiddie _ Gillettes seem to thrive on it. 

| travels with the show and is in sometimes hire extras. rides, $1.50 for the Convoy Trucks “It’s kind of like our hobby, our 
‘charge of Setting up the attrac- The Gillette carnival] is larger and $2.25 for the Sky Diver, Spi- business, our lifestyle,”’ Betty 

! tions, than the one they stage in Pitts- der, Flying Bobs and Gravitation. Gillette Said, “‘and we’re always/ 
Jules Gillette and his brother, field. The full show would not fit But on family night tonight, from looking into wa y 
| the late Arthur Gillette, started onthe Common. 6 to 9, and from 1 to 4 P-m. on ter and prettier 


| the business in 1947. They first 
;ran a merry-go-round at Pon- 
| toosuc Lake and a train ride’ at 
; Onota Lake. Jules bought Arthur 
| out in 1957 and has taken the show 
, on the road ever since. 

i Betty Gillette, a native of 
Fleischmann’s, N.Y., in the 
i Catskills, was born into the busi- 
' hess. Her father was a high diver. 
i “She sold tickets when she was 
'a kid,” said her husband. Now, 
i She makes advance arrange- 
ments. 


| Nice work 


| But the boys run the show, he 
| Said. 
| “I just stand around and com- 
' plain,” said Gillette, who had a 
, twinkle in his eye. 
The show takes two days to set 
4, Up and one day to tear down. It 





Five boulders at Tucker Park in Pittsfield fit the season how, decorated 
by neighborhood parents who tired of the graffiti applied by vandals. 
Pictured with the colorful rocks are, left to right in front, Megan 
Restel, 3; Jennifer L. Barbieri, 3, and Danielle D. Tenneson. Rear, left 
to right, Matthew Tenneson, 5; Jonathan L. Barbieri, 9, and Amanda 


Restel, 8. 


PAS ID 





ie ‘Mark Mitchell 


Aber Skool ZC 


Williams Street at the new shopping center was closed to traffic during rush hour yesterday. While truck couldn’t make it, cyclist did. 3/ y - 4 


At the intersection of Merrill 
Road and New York Avenue, An- 
thony Stracuzzi, who works for 
the Parks Department, marveled 
at the audacity of a driver who 
attempted to ford an enormous 
puddle — which Stracuzzi esti- 
mated was at least 3 feet deep — 
in a GMC truck. The attempt 
failed, and after a short-lived ef- 
fort at pushing the truck out, the 
driver and his ss aban- 


\doned ship. V19d 











Pittsfield Co-Ed hoop registration 


The Pittsfield Department of Parks and Recreation will hold regis- 
ae A a Co-Ed adult basketball league Monday through 
ednesday, Oct. 15-17 from 5:15 until 8:30, at Spri 
ee pringside House, 874 
Each team must have two men and two women on the court at all 
times. There is an officials’ fee of $18 per player that will be collected 
_at registration. 
Games will be played Friday evenings, beginning Oct. 26, at Al- | 
aoe School on Connecticut Avenue. Game times are 6:30, 7:30 and 
For More information, contact the Department of Parks and Recre- 
ation. b-~-/(3- 76 


Coed basketball league results 


Myron Ritrosky scored 31 points as the Yellow team defeated the 
Red team 77-71 in the Pittsfield Parks and Recreation Coed Basketball 
League. Paula Noyes led Red with 22 points. 

The Hot Pink team split two games, defeating the Green team 62-47 
behind Chris Storie’s 24 points. Hot Pink fell to Blue 87-52, despite 
Storie’s 36 points. Steve Wall led the winners with 29 points. 

The Red team defeated the Blue team 57-54, as Mark Roderick had 


16 points. Bev Ameen had 20 ina losing cause. yy Ie 190 


Adult co-ed basketball results 22/90 


The Red and Yellow teams are tied atop the standings of the 
Pittsfield Parks and Recreation Co-ed Basketball League. 

Red defeated Green 53-50, while Yellow downed Blue 62-56. 

In the Red victory, Paula Noyes led the winners with 16 points, 
while Kevin Downer added 14. Sue Wyman led Green with 11 points. 

Myron Ritrosky led Yellow to victory with 31 points, while Bev 
Ameen had 20 for Blue. 


Pittsfield coed basketball results 


Blue Team to a 42-27 win 
een scored 10 points to lead the 
Se ia Green Team in Pittsfield panic pn Recreation Co Ed 
irls Club. 
1] League play at the Boys and Gil 3 
ci que ah Red downed Purple 58-28 behind Mark aos ae 
points Red also defeated Blue 69-64 as Co 24 points. 
: ¢ oints. 
d Purple 66-59, as Bill Murray score p ai 
meth teats Yellow 42-41, with one es Oke pis 
ing 14 points, while Myron Ritros: a ! | 
sip with Corey scoring 20 points for the winners. 7 /j ) g ) 





Brian Sullivan / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


‘Pittsfield High’s Anne Rajotte, left, tries to slip past Taconic sweeper Christie Janchuck 
yesterday at Kirvin Park. Also trying to make a play is Taconic goalie Krista Westberg. The 


Generals prevailed in the city battle, 8-0. [14 9D. 











| Parks and Recreation needs coaches 


| ion is in need of. | 

“Dittsfield Department of Parks and Recreation is In n of. | 
| ae eee for the 1990 season. Anyone gece ae | 
volunteering is asked to contact the Department of Parks 


| Recreation between 9 and 5. i/z1/4¢ 
et 


Berkshire County softball mocks a 
| | The second meeting of the Berkshire County Slow cane et oa 
| asec will be tonight at 7 at the Pittsfield Parks Depar | 
| | 


) should | 
tee interested in entering a team for the 1990 season | 


: 0. 7) 
_ send a representative to this meeting along with a deposit of $10 yao 


Girls’ Major League 


Sox | 
SFIELD — The Red } | 
ee ee games as the Pittsfield 


‘Parks Dept. girls 5 the Pst 
| pa rs ofall sean | 
,open season Monday | sia 


ek. as 
hie Tropeano and Lisa a | 
PITTSFIELD — The Depart- | rgilio each had four hits ie 
ment of Parks & Recreation girls’ ' eombined for seven RBI as 
softball league has scheduled its 
season cpeners Monday at 6 p.m. 


lue 
x won 16-5 over the B 

| sare "and the Red Sox also posted 
at Pittsfield High, Benedict Field 

and the Zoo Field at Springside 


| -8 win over the Orioles. | 
a rs ne games, Patty Picken | 
Park. - homered as the Dodgers al aM | 
The league has more than 240 - over the Cardinals, Debbie Ols 
players in two divisions. The 
eight-team major division (age 16 


don 
‘ta grand slam and Katy Gor 
had thes hits in the Oe iy 
and under) plays at Pittsfield The Hibbard girls’ team win over the Cardinals anes sal 
High Monday through Thursday dropped a 21-7 decision to Val-| non Gomes had four a ee 
and at Clapp Park Tuesday leyhead. ny re | | Karen Senus three as ; 
through Friday. The seven-team ee bo | 3 | | v4 Jays won 17-2 over he 74 

minor division (age 12 and under) | lo +0 

plays Monday through Thursday | : 


a1 
at Benedict and Zoo fields. 


four hits for the Club House. 


Hibbard School results 


PITTSFIELD — The Berkshire | 
Learning Center defeated the | 
Hibbard Alternative School senior | 


boys’ team 11-7 at Lakewood 
Field. | 


The Hibbard junior mixed team | 
lost to Hillcrest-Springside 11-6. 


| ‘5 : P : 6/29) %® 
|“ Pittsfield 12-and-under team wins 


tourney title 


. EASTHAMPTON — A _ team 
from the Pittsfield Department of 
Parks & Recreation won the 12- 
and-under division in the recent 
Caouette Softball Tournament. 

Kristy Conyers, who was the 
winning pitcher in all five games, 
was named tournament MVP as 
the Pittsfield 12-and-under _all- 
stars posted a 5-0 record to head a 
12-team field. 

Conyers and Erin Ladley each 
had three hits, and Ladley drove 
in three runs, as Pittsfield opened 


_with an 8-1 win over East- 


hampton. Danielle Giardina drove 


Area Softball 


in five runs and Colleen Doyle had 
a single, double and homer in a 
24-1 win over Greenfield. Ladley 
went 4-for-4 and Beth Gilardi 


drove in three runs in a 10-1 win | 


over Amherst. 


In the semifinals, Conyers had | 
three hits and Ladley a double 
and triple in an 8-3 win over | 


Southampton. 


In the finals, Giardina had four | 
hits, Shannon Wood had three hits | 
and four RBI and Beth Puntin had | 
three hits in a 16-3 win over South | 


Deerfield. 


The Pittsfield 16-and-under all- | 
stars posted a 2-2 record to place | 


fifth in their 12-team division. 


Debbie Munger homered for her : 


team’s only run as Pittsfield 
opened with a 12-1 loss to the 
Long Island Lazzers. Paula 
Ciepiela had three hits and Col- 
leen Murray three RBI as Pitts- 
field followed with a 12-1 win over 
the Pittsfield 14-and-under all- 
stars. 


Kristine Barzouski had _ three | 
hits as Pittsfield won 4-1 over | 
Greenfield, and Murray had three | 
hits as the Pittsfield 16s finished | 
with a 10-9 loss to Southampton. 

The. Pittsfield 14-and-under | 
team, playing in the 16-and-under | 
division, had an.0-2 record. | 


Pitch ‘n’ Putt tournament results 


‘n’ in Lanesboro raised 
ment at the Pitch ‘n’ Putt golf course in 
oa $1 500 for the Pittsfield Girls Softball League. The results are aS 


follows. 


Age 8-11: 1. Kathleen Berube, 2. Jake Keller, 3. Rachel O’Connell, 4. 


Leslie Ciepiela, 5, Rebecca O’Connell. 


Age 12-15: 1. Brad Rathbun, 2. Andy Herman, 3. Paula Ciepiela, 4. 


Terry Domkowski, 5. Sandy Rembish. 


Age 16 and over: 1. Dan Kearns, 2. Joe McGovern, 3. John Herman, 


il K - age 9 and over, 
Bi enny HNalee ; | 


¥ ae ran 
4. Craig Rand, 5. Wayne Ciepie 
Holes in one: Age 8 and under, 


Antoniette Carnevale. 





| Pittsfield girls claim 2 titles 


_ Recreation Dept. softball teams win state crowns 


SOUTHAMPTON — What’s 
better than one softball cham- 
pion? How about two champions. 


_ That’s exactly what two ‘Pittsfield . 


Recreation Department girls’ 
softball teams accomplished yes- 
terday. 
_ The 12-and-under All-Stars de- 
feated Southampton at Conant 
Park yesterday to claim the 
_ American Softball Association 
Junior Olympic Massachusetts 
State Championship. It marked 
the first championship for a 
Pittsfield team in 20 years of play 
in that division. 

The All-Stars now advance to 


@ SOFTBALL, from D1 


The host team left its game on 
the field in the losers’ finals, as 
Pittsfield jumped out to a quick 4- 
0 lead in the first inning. Shannon 
Wood keyed the inning with a two- 
run double. 

Maureen Michaels drove in a 
run in the fourth with a single, 
Danielle Giardina belted a two- 
run single in the fifth and Erin 
Ladley had a two-run double in 
the seventh. Ladley was 3-for-4 
with two RBI, while Mary Beth 
Berube went 2-for-2. 


Conyers wins six 


Pitcher Kristy Conyers, 
was the winning hurler in all six 
games, tossed a six-hitter. 

- Pittsfield had advanced into the 
finals with a 5-1 semifinal win 
over Southampton. Conyers sty- 
mied the host team with a one- 
hitter. The score was 2-1 after six 
innings. Then Pittsfield opened up 
with three runs in the top of the 
seventh. The key hit was a two- 
run single off the bat of Michaels. 


the ASA National Championships 
Aug. 9-13, in Meridian, Miss. 
Meanwhile, the 14-and-under 
All-Stars won the championship in 
that division’s first-ever competi- 


butter, winning all six of its 
games. 


‘“‘They’re a great bunch of kids 


to work with — they’re not just - 


great softball players,”’ 


said : 


who . 


tion, rallying in the final game 
with a 7-2 win over Amherst. 

A trip to the ASA National 
Championships Aug. 9-13 is on tap 
for the 14-under squad as well. 
They will be playing in Clear- 
water, Fla. 


12-undex championship 


In claiming their division, the 
12-unders went through the 10- 
team field like a hot knife through 


Giardina went 3-for-3 with an 
RBI, while Beth Gilardi was 2-for- 
3 


‘In yesterday’s quarterfinals, the 
12-under All-Stars rolled over 


Greenfield 16-2, as Wood was 4-. 


for-4 with three RBI and Jackie 
Rembish was 3-for-4 with four 
RBI. Colleen Doyle’s two-run 
single keyed an eight-run fourth 
inning that blew the game open. 

Pittsfield had to play only one 
game in Saturday’s opening 
round, scoring an easy 18-2 win 
over South Deerfield. Conyers 
pitched a three-hitter and helped 
her cause by going 3-for-4 with 
two RBI. Rembish was 4-for-4 
with five RBI, including a bases- 
loaded double to key a 12-run 
sixth inning. Leslie Ciepiela had 
two hits for the winners. 

‘“‘We gave up eight runs in the 
whole tournament. I think we play 
great defense,’’ added McGovern. 

The 12-under All-Stars are now 
going to try and raise the $13,000 
to $15,000 needed to get to Missis- 
sippi. Anyone interested in help- 


Girls’ softball 


Colleen Doyle’s grand slam in 


coach Joe McGovern. ‘‘We had a’ 


great team effort all year.”’ 


Southampton had come out of 
the losers’ bracket to meet Pitts- 


field for the second time yester- 


day afternoon. After losing 5-1 to_ 


Pittsfield in the semifinals, 
Southampton beat Greenfield 7-4 
in the losers’-bracket finals. 


SOFTBALL, vere y 9 
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Pittsfield softball teams win 2 state titles 


ing sponsor the trip should con- 
tact McGovern on Hancock Road. 
His phone number is 442-4667. 


14-under championship 


The 14-under All-Stars won their 
title under a different set of cir- 
cumstances. 

Amherst beat Pittsfield 4-1 in 
the first game of the finals. Am- 
herst had come out of the losers’ 
bracket, defeating Greenfield 7-6 
to advance against Pittsfield. 

‘They were a little down,” 
Pittsfield coach Don Wood re- 
called after the first game. ‘““They 
thought they didn’t play well in 
the first game.’’ 

The 14-under All-Stars made 
sure they played well in the fi- 
nale, jumping out to a 2-0 lead in 
the top of the second on RBI sin- 
gles by winning pitcher Stephanie 
Ladley and Michelle Rheaume. 
They made it 4-0 when Danielle 
Salzarulo belted a two-run home 
run over the fence in left-center, 
one of her two hits in the game. 
Kim Myrick’s RBI single gave 


Pittsfield a 5-0 lead before Am- 
herst got to Ladley for two runs in 
the bottom of the sixth. Amy 
Rembish and Myrick drove in 
runs in the seventh for the final 
margin. Myrick was 3-for-3, while 
Ladley was 2-for-3. 

“This team knows what it has 
to do — and when they got out 
there in the final game, they did 
it,’ added Wood. 

In the first game of the three- 
team tournament, Pittsfield 
scored an easy 6-1 win over Am- 
herst, as Ladley tossed a five- 
hitter. 

The All-Stars broke open a 2-1 
game with three runs in the fifth 
inning. Claire Wilker, who was 2- 
for-3, hit a two-run single. Sal- 
zarulo was 2-for-3 with a pair of 
RBI in the game, while Rheaume 
also was 2-for-3, but with one RBI. 

The 14-under All-Stars are also 
seeking sponsors to help send 
them to Florida. Anyone inter- 
ested should call Rose Ladley, 210 
Brown Street, 495-4656, or Joanne 


Flynn, \ Plo) y, 442-8156. 
) [0 le ) Tb 


the top of the seventh inning gave | 
the Cardinals an 11-7 victory over | 
the Expos in a girls’ minor league | 
softball game. 

Erin Murray and Danielle’ | 
Giardina each had two hits for 
the Expos. | 

Nicki Riello and Danielle Bor- | 
deau each had two hits to lead 
the Cardinals past the Athletics, 
8-7. 

Erin Ladley and Karen Cho- 
quette collected three safeties 
apiece and Jeanne Cawse 
knocked in three runs to help the 
Dodgers get past the Red Sox 14- > 
11. Jackie Rembish had four hits | — 
and Lisa Flood three for the Red | 
Sox. | 
Rebecca O’Connell hurled a | 

shutout in the Dodgers’ 21-0 rout | 

of the Giants. Jen Galvagni | 

ripped three hits for the Dodgers. | 

Erin Michaels had two hits in | 
the Cardinals’ 26-7 pounding of | 
the Giants. 

_ Melissa Davis’ homer wasn’t | 
- enough as the Red Sox lost 7-6 to | 


the Blue Jays. Vw 5 = 7D | 


Softball champs plan 
city candy sale today 


PITTSFIELD — Members of the Pittsfield Recreation De- 
partment’s state champion 12-and-under girls’ softball team will 
canvass the city today from 10 to noon to sell candy bars, part of 
a fund-raising campaign for their trip to the national champi- 
onships Aug. 9-13 in Meridian, Miss. 

Uniformed players will go door-to-door selling candy bars for 
50 cents apiece, with proceeds used to defray part of the | 
estimated $10,000 cost of their trip to the nationals. 

Further fund-raising plans will be announced during the next 


hci O21? 6 





Girls’ tourney this weekend 


PITTSFIELD — Twenty teams las oe 
will take part this weekend as the | 
Pittsfield Parks & Recreation 

girls’ softball program hosts a 
round-robin tournament for 
teams in the 12-and-under, 14- 
and-under and 16-and-under di- 
visions at the Berkshire County 
Softball Complex. 3 


Three championship teams, in- 
cluding the Pittsfield state 
champs and the New Hampshire 
state champion Granite State 
Rockers, will be among seven 
teams in the 12-and-under divi- 
sion. State champion Pittsfield 
will be among six teams in the 14- 
and-under division and Pittsfield 
will be among seven teams in the 
16-and-under division. 


| Girls’ Major League 


| Area Softball PITTSFIELD — Jennifer St. 
| ; _John and Jackie L’Hote each had | 
| The 12-and-under team will 0 | | two singles to lead the Blue Jays 
‘to the national championship in past the Red Sox 11-9. Lynn Daley 
‘Meridian, Miss., and the 14-and- | was the winning pitcher. 


_under team will go to Clearwater, | Triples by Jolene Krol and 
tid Fla., Aug. 9-12. Both won state | ‘Jennifer Minneau paced the Ath- 
‘championships last weekend to | letics to a 16-1 win over the Gi- 
_ qualify for the nationals. | ants. Liz Mitchell doubled for the 
Altogether, about $20,000 must | @jants. 
. be raised in the next three weeks | Jodi Gilardi had four hits and 
to pay for travel, motels and other | Debbie Olsen had three hits in- 
| expenses. |» cluding a home run in the Ori- 
LP SOME Re Ne ' | oles’ 17-0 win over the Dodgers. 
_ Girls’ Minor League | | Jill Gallagher was the winning 
PITTSFIELD — The Red Sox | pitcher with four strikeouts. 
}and Dodgers each won three | The Cardinals defeated the Gi- 
times in recent Girls’ Minor | | ants 11-3 behind winning pitcher 
League softball play. _| Kim Boland, who allowed six hits 
_ Melissa Davis went 4-for-4 with | | and struck out three. Angela 
-a triple and Jackie Rembish | Q’Connor led the winners with a 
| added a home run for the Red | homerun and three RBI 
Sox in a 20-10 win over the Giants. | _. Gilardi and Debbie Munger 
Aimee Grocker and Denise | each had home runs to lead the 
_ Hodges each had two hits forthe | Orioles past the Red Sox 17-10. 
Giants. The Red Sox edged the | Jamie Murphy and Tricia Kenney 
| Expos 17-16 with Beth Puntin get- | each had three hits for the Red 
ting the game-winning RBI. |_| Sox. 
| Heather Decelles and Kate Righi | Caroline Hermann’s three-run 
_ each homered for the Expos. -, home run was the difference for | 
- The Sox defeated the Athletics | the Cardinals in an 8-5 win over | 
_ 18-11 behind five hits from Puntin | the Dodgers, which had a three- | 
_and three hits from Missy Cook. | syn home run from Amy Rem- | 
Shana Wood had four hits for the | bish. 


_ Athletics. | Paula Ciepiela had a home run 
The Dodgers defeated the Ath- to help the Athletics bea 


| the | 
letics 16-8 behind Rachael | | poqgers 16-3. 4 coach Joe McGovern has an- 
- O’Connell’s grand slam and four | 2 7 / FO {0 nounced. 


hits, including a home run, from | 3 | i) ) 90 


| Belinda Neen ery Rees ' é 
“Herrick, Beth Gila Pittsfield recreation 
team finishes fourth 


A= 
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Ceremonies are tomorrow 
morning at 8:30, with games be- 
ginning at 9 a.m., including the 
Pittsfield 12s against Greenfield 
and the Pittsfield 14s against 
Amherst. The Pittsfield 16s open 
at 1:30 against Northampton. The 
tournament continues Sunday  - 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


The Pittsfield 12s have raised 
$6,000 toward their goal of $10,000 
to attend the national champion- 
ships Aug. 9-13 in Meridian, Miss., 


Herrick, Beth Gilandi and 
' Shaunna Hunt in a 9-5 win over 
_ the Cardinals, which had five hits 
from Colleen Doyle. They then 
defeated the Expos 12-11 with Jen 
Galvagni getting four RBI. 


Heather Decelles had two triples | SOUTHAMPTON — The Pitts- 
for the Expos. | field 16-and-under girls’ recre- Area Softball) > & 


ation softball team was out to 
duplicate the state champion- 


The Giants beat the Blue Jays | 
10-6 with Denise Hodge and Kel- | 


lie Meyer each getting three hits | 
for the winners. Beth O’Donnell | 


had three hits for the Blue Jays. 
The Expos topped the Blue 

Jays 14-12. Laura Phillips had the 

game-winning RBI while Danielle 


| Giardina added a triple 
rhe)? 


ships won by the age 13-14 and 12- 
and-under teams earlier this 
month. But the Pittsfield squad 
split its four games and finished 
fourth in a field of seven despite 
playing well defensively 
throughout the tournament. 
Pittsfield opened the tourna- 
ment with a 12-0 win over East- 
hampton. Liz Vallone hurled a 
two-hitter, retiring 13 consecutive 
batters during one stretch of the 
game. Stacie Winn had three hits 
and three RBI while Debbie 


Munger had three hits including © 


a double and two RBI. 


Amherst defeated Pittsfield 1-0 , 


in the second game. Pittsfield 


made two double plays in the. 


contest to keep the game close. 


Vallone scattered nine hits in | 


taking the loss. 


Pittsfield stayed alive in the 


tournament by posting a 6-0 vic- 


tory over Greenfield. Vallone had | 
the shutout and was helped of- | 


fensively by Colleen Murray, 
Marci Cornell and Paula Ciepiela, 
who each had two hits. 


Northampton ended the tour- | 


nament run for Pittsfield with a 3- 
2 victory. Northampton commit- 


ted six errors, but the Pittsfield | 
squad couldn’t take advantage, | 
leaving eight runners on base in 


its six-hit attack. 


Winn had two hits for Pittsfield | 


while Vallone and Justina Gates 


each doubled. 

The three Pittsfield recreation 
teams will be in action this 
weekend at the Berkshire County 
Softball Complex when 21 teams 
in the three divisions will com- 
pete in a round-robin tourna- 
ment. 
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Bob McDonough / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Home-run celebration leaves Pittsfield’s Kim Boland with fifth inning of yesterday’s 16-6 win over Greenfield in girls’ 
her fist in the air as she is greeted by happy teammates in 


State champs win division in 


PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield won 
five straight games to capture the 
age 14-and-under title, and the 
national tournament-bound Pitts- 
field 12-and-under team went 4-1 
during the weekend as Pittsfield 
Parks and Recreation softball 
teams hosted their second annual 
round-robin tournament at the 
Berkshire County Softball Com- 
plex. 

, A field of 20 teams took part in 
the tournament, playing 43 games 
in two days. 

The state champion Pittsfield 
14-and-under team went 5-0, 
outscoring its five opponents 67- 
t: 

“We wanted to prove to every- 
body we were state champs, and I 
think we did,” Pittsfield coach 
Don Wood said. 

Pittsfield opened with an 8-3 
win over Amherst, as Amy Rem- 
bish belted a three-run triple. 
Next was a 12-7 win over Green- 
field, as Caroline Herman blasted 
a three-run homer. Kristi Mar- 
chetto hit a three-run homer and 
Shelly Wood a two-run shot in a 
16-3 win over the Pittsfield Blaz- 
ers, a team that was formed less 
than two weeks ago. 

Stephanie Ladley, who won all 
five games, pitched a shutout and 
Gina Bishop and Danielle Sal- 
zarulo homered in a 19-0 win over 
Yonkers, N.Y. Pittsfield finished 
with a 12-2 win over Brooklyn, 
N.Y., as Kim Myrick hit a three- 
run homer. 


First loss for 12s 


The Pittsfield 12-and-under 
team suffered its first loss of the 
season and finished third in the 
tournament. But the players 
gained some valuable experience 
for their trip to the nationals Aug. 
9-13 in Meridian, Miss. 


Pittsfield opened with a 15-7 
win over Greenfield, as Jackie 
Rembish had three hits and three 
RBI and Beth Gilardi homered. 
Then came a 13-12 loss to Lewis- 
boro, the New York City cham- 
pion that went unbeaten to win 
the 12-and-under division at the 
complex. Erin Ladley and Maur- 
een Michaels each had four hits 
for Pittsfield, which squandered 
an 8-1 lead. 

“We hadn’t really had a [con- 
tested] game all season, and what 
we saw yesterday and today was 
hitting that we’re not used to,” 
said Pitsfield coach Joe 
McGovern, whose squad is now 
15-1. “I think we built a lot of 
character in this tournament, and 
we’re a lot more prepared than 
we were before.” 

Pittsfield won its final two 
games, thanks to a pair of grand 
slam homers. Rembish hit a 
grand slam in the sixth inning to 
snap a 5-5 tie and give Pittsfield a 
9-8 win over the Granite State 


* 


softball tournament at the Softball Complex. 


Pittsfield 14-and-under girls go 5-0 


Rockers from New Hampshire. 
Leslie Ciepiela had three hits 
and two RBI. 

Winning pitcher Kristy Conyers 
hit a grand slam in the eighth 
inning to give Pittsfield an 11-7 
win over Bay Ridge, N.Y. Shan- 
non Wood had two homers and 
four RBI. 


16-and-under team 


The Pittsfield 16-and-under 
team split its four games. 

Stacy Winn and Debbie Munger 
each had two hits and Paula 
Ciepiela hit a three-run double in 
a 10-8 win over Northampton. 
Colleen Murphy and Missy Pires 
each hit two-run homers in an 8-4 
loss to Amherst. Jodi Gilardi’s 
two-run homer helped Pittsfield 
build a 3-0 lead over Patchogue, 
N.Y., but the New York squad 
came back to win 16-3. Pittsfield 
finished with a 12-0 win over 


North Kingstown, R.I., as Winn 
and Liz Vallone combined for the 


shutout and Vallone and Katie 


weekend tourney at complex 


Gordon each had two hits. 


The newly formed Pittsfield 14- 
and-under Blazers team held its 
ground well, winning two of five 
contests. 


Jennifer Mineau hit a grand 
slam and Rebekah Randall had a 
homer and two other hits as 
Pittsfield opened with a 16-3 win 
over North Yonkers, N.Y. 


Then came three losses. Angela 
O’Connor had a homer, two sin- 
gles and three RBI and Jodi Hol- 
lingsworth had three hits in a 14- 
13 loss to the Brooklyn Saints, a 
game in which Pittsfield trailed 
14-4. Renee Bordeau had a solo 
homer in the 16-3 loss to the 
Pittsfield A team, and Kellie 
Powers and Randall each had two 
hits in a 6-3 loss to Amherst. 

Pittsfield finished with a 16-6 
win over Greenfield, as Kim 
Boland hit a homer and a double 
and drove in five runs, O’Connor 
hit a three-run> triple and Hol- 
lingsworth a two-run double. 
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Ladies day 
on the 


diamond 


The Pittsfield Parks & Recre- 
ation girls’ softball teams are 
hosting their second annual 
tournament this weekend at 
the Berkshire County Softball 
Complex, with 20 teams 
throughout the Northeast 
competing in 12-and-under, 14- 
and-under and 16-and-under 
divisions. These scenes are 
from yesterday morning’s ac- 
tion. In top photo, Maureen 
Michaels uses a wet towel 
under her cap to cool down on 
a hot day, as her Pittsfield 12- 
and-under teammate Beth 
Gilardi looks on. In middle 
photo, Stephanie Ladley gets a 
helping hand from Pittsfield 
14-and-under assistant coach 
Gary Bishop as she scrambles 
back to first base during her 
team’s opening 8-3 victory over 
Amherst. In. bottom photo, 
pitcher Kristy Conyers finds 
the ball just out of her reach 
as she tries to make the play 
during a 15-7 victory by the 
Pittsfield 12-and-under team 
over Greenfield. There were 
27 games scheduled yesterday 
and last night, and another 16 
today, with action beginning 
at 9 am. This is the final 
tuneup for the state champion 
Pittsfield 12-and-under team 
before they head off for the 
national championship tour- 
nament Aug. 9-13 in Meridian, 
Miss. 


Photos by hae 
Bob McDonough 
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Pittsfield 16- 


and-under | 


4 girls win Greenfield title | 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Parks & Recreation 16-and-under 
girls’ all-star softball team swept 
five games last weekend to win 
its third straight title in the 
Greenfield Invitational Scholar- 
ship Tournament. | 

Liz Vallone, who pitched a pair 
of shutouts and was winning 
pitcher in all five games, was 
awarded the tournament ball for 
Coach Lorry DeCorie’s Pittsfield 
team. 

Pittsfield won a tight defensive 
struggle in the championship 
game, riding a two-hit shutout by 
Vallone to a 1-0 win over Bay 
Ridge, N.Y. Pittsfield’s only run 
came in the second inning, when 
Debbie Munger led off with a 
double, Vallone moved her to 
third with a fly ball to right cen- 
ter and Missy Pires drove her 


Pittsfield girls 


@ SOFTBALL, from D1 


run triple in the fourth inning as 
* Pittsfield rallied from a 1-0 deficit 
. to post a 2-1 win over Amherst in 
Game 3, as Vallone pitched a six- 

. hitter. 
In Game 4, Pittsfield fell behind 
Northampton 3-0, then scored five 


‘Pittsfield girls face No. 1 seed tonight 


PITTSFIELD — T 
of Parks and Recre 


Softball 


home with a single down the left- | 
field line. | 

Pittsfield got off to a big start, | 
mounting a 20-hit attack behind 
Vallone’s four-hit shutout in a 21- | 
0 win over Johnstown, R.I. For | 
Pittsfield, Staci Winn had four 
hits, Vallone had two triples and | 
four RBI, Pires had three hits 
and three RBI, Paula Ciepiela hit | 
two doubles and Colleen Murray 
had a two-run homer. 


The next win was 7-2 over 
Leominster, as Winn had a homer | 
and three RBI and Ciepiela drove 
in three runs. 


Kristine ee J a two- 
qZ70 
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win crow 


91 I. 
runs in the third inning, all on 
singles, and went on to an 8-6 win. 
Pires had three hits, Jodi Gilardi, 
Marci Cornell and Munger had 
two each and Vallone drove in 
two runs. 

Pittsfield’s final tournament of 
the season will be Aug. 19 in 


he Pittsfield Department 
ation 12-and-under girls’ 


North Kingstown, R.I. 


softball team completed a 20-hour bus ride to 


_ Meridian, Miss., in fine Shape. It’s 


a good 


thing, because they face a stiff test in to- 


night’s Opener at 
Clalion slow-pitch 
not as good shape. 


the American Softba 


fending Champion — Hollywood (F la.) 


I] Asso- 


national championships In 


Pittsfield drew the No. 1 seed — and de- 


Pacers 


In tonight’s opener. Coach Joe McGovern’s 


Mas 


‘ yers will pitch for Pittsfield. 
Should Pittsfield pull the upset, it wi 


elimination tourn 
loser of the Owens 


Moore (Okla.) Slammers. 


Complex, Kristy Con- 


I] 


ament, and will face the 
boro (Ky.) Tomboys and the 


$/9) ¢0. 
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Pittsfield girls — 
near $10,000 | 
for softball trip 

just settling into depression | 


K over the loss of Jeff Reardon 


for the season, here’s some happy 
news from the local diamond. 

Remember a couple of weeks ago, 
when Pittsfield’s 12-and-under Parks 

and Recreation girls’ softball team 
won a state title and the right to go to | 
the national championships in Missis- | 
sippi — at the same time assuming the 
burden of raising $10,000 for the trip? | 
_ Well, Mississippi, here we come. 

With one major fund-raiser still to 
go, the group has raised more than 
$9,000 toward its goal, and come 
Tuesday morning, the bus with 16 
players, four coaches and 22 others 
will leave Pittsfield High bound for 
Meridian, Miss., where Pittsfield will 
compete against 43 other teams in the | 
national tournament next Thursday 
through Sunday. 

“We've got just a great bunch of 
parents who really worked hard to- 
gether,” said 12-and-under head coach 
Joe McGovern, a dedicated and un- 
flappable 21-year-old who has spear- 
headed the fund raising as well as the 
on-field command of his 15-1 team. 

“We thought this was going to be a 
major struggle all the way, and it just 
hasn’t been.” 


or Berkshire County sports fans) 


| 
| 


In a time when all the economic 
news seems to be bad, Pittsfield and 
the surrounding area has simply 
opened its heart — and bankbook — to | 
this team, which is the first area girls’ 
softball team to go to a national tour- 
nament since the Pittsfield Merchants 
went to the 18-and-under nationals in 
Sioux Falls, S:D., in 1980. 

Where has the money come from? 

> There was a door-to-door candy 
sale that raised $1,200. 


> There was a gate collection atGE | 
f 


that raised $800. 
> The Parks and Recreation 
League, which has raised extra money 
through a pitch-and-putt golf tourna- 
ment and last weekend’s softball 
tournament, donated $2,000. 
> There are 36 sponsors who paid 
$100 or more apiece to get their names 
on the girls’ uniform shirts. (You say 
there are only 16 girls? Yes, but each 
girl gets two shirts, and all four 
coaches get one each. There won’t be 
much time to do laundry in Meridian, 
and each girl will play at least two 
games, sO...) 
® 


There are also some touching stories 
of donations. When the Pittsfield 
South Little League all-star team was 
eliminated from state tournament play 
last week, the league directors voted 
to donate $200 to the girls, since the 
boys wouldn’t need it for traveling 
expenses this year. 

“It’s been a full community effort,” 
said McGovern, adding that donations 
have come from Dalton, Lanesboro, 
Great Barrington and other Berkshire 
communities, plus from as far away as 
Chicopee and Connecticut. 

“At first I said, ‘$10,000 — is there 
any way?’ Then the money started 
- coming in,” McGovern said. “Nobody 

has turned us away. Nobody has said 
no. And most of it has been individual 
donations. Five dollars here, $25 
there, $50 there.” 

There is still a fund-raiser sched- 
-uled Sunday from 7 to 10 p.m. at 
Brannigan’s, where there will be a 
- band for the 21-and-under crowd up- 
stairs and a disc jockey for the adults 
downstairs. Tickets are $5 and are 
available from McGovern, from the 
players or at the door. 

The odyssey then begins Tuesday 
with the 24-hour bus trip. The team 
arrives around noon Wednesday, join- 
ing in a party with the other teams at 7 
p.m. Thursday, the coaches and um- 
pires meet, opening ceremonies are 6 
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Community effort helps 
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nasconi of Lee, 


to 


ll, who works for 
Rochester, N.Y., 


where the family lived before moving 


bridge resident Edgar Sewe 
Trumbull. 


Xerox. Matt was born in 


have channeled their 
-and-under team hit 


of the parents from that 


in Florida. Many 

team, McGovern said, 
energy to helping the 12 
its fundraising target. 


t continues through 


p.m. and the games begin at 7. The double- 


elimination tournamen 


hip game at 3 


Sunday, with the champions 


p.m. 


, and they’re 


e are,” McGovern 
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Pittsfield girls bow out of 


By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield Bombers 12-and- 
under girls’ softball team got a rude introduction to 
national-level competition in the last 36 hours, and 
with two losses they have been eliminated from the 
national tournament in Meridian, Miss. 

The state champion Pittsfield Parks & Recreation 
Slow-pitch all-star team drew the No. 1 seed in the 
tournament, and paid the price late Thursday night 
by losing a 31-0 no-hitter to the defending national 
champion Pacers of Hollywood, Fla., who have won 


this event three times in the last six years. 

That put Pittsfield into the loser’s bracket, where 
yesterday they were eliminated from the 44-team, 
double-elimination tournamént with a 12-8 loss to 
the No. 6 seed, the Oklahoma Slammers. Pittsfield 
fared much better yesterday, rallying for 13 hits 
after falling behind 6-0 in the first inning. 


Memories of 1980 


The. 31-0 loss to the tournament’s powerhouse 
team, in which Pittsfield had only three base run- 
ners, brought back memories of the Pittsfield Mer- 


Pittsfield girls 


national softball tourney 


chants’ debut in the 1980 18-and-under fast-pitch 
national tournament in Sioux Falls, S.D. In their 
debut, the Merchants faced the Nor-Cal Tremors of 
California and were wiped out 8-0 in a no-hitter by 
a team that rolled unbeaten to the tournament 
championship. 


“Nobody down here will touch them,” Pittsfield 
coach Joe McGovern said of the Pacers, who went 
on to beat the No. 2 seed Fairburn (Ga.) Brats 
yesterday by 20 runs. “The national director Said 
this is the best 12-and-under team in history,” 
McGovern said in a telephone interview. “I know 


some Class A men’s teams that couldn’t beat these 
guys. They’ve got a girl 6-feet-4 who hit one 350 feet. 
They could beat James Jewelers. 


“Our poor girls were shellshocked,’’ McGovern 
Said. “They just weren’t ready for this ... We could 


have played our best game of the year and we still 
would have lost 31-0.” 


The only Pittsfield players to reach base were 
Beth O’Donnell and Beth Puntin, who walked, and 
Danielle Giardina, who reached on an error. 
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_ ‘Things were looking*rough: again yesterday when’. 


Pittsfield fell behind 6-0.in:the first inning. «"%... 


») {Tim Usually,.ar very spositive: coach, but aftersthe: 


»firstcinning J got.upset because ‘the: girls were still’: 
‘ pre ee lS fy At RAL VCS, Gare at Paes te oi pig eee Ni ars BAS he TEN te ', 
~ Scared: from last «might. MeGovern ‘said. "1. told’... 
them, looky if weadomt:want to. play, like ‘we're. : 


, 


capable of playing; let’s go home right noWw,’.and the.’ 
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girls responded.” : 


“Pittsfield! cut: the: deficitto"64 with four’ tins in 
‘the .top of the’second,. when} Leslie Ciepiela hada 


two-run’ single’ and” Kristy Conyers” siigled’ home 
another run. Pittsfield’ scored’ two more in” the 
fourth, when Mary’ Beth Berube and Erin Murray 
had RBI singles,°and two ‘in the ‘seventh, when 


iDonnell -and © Giardina’ “had*:run-seoring’ “hits: 


Oklahoma scored two each in the second, fifth and 

sixth.’ Giardina, Conyers, Ciepiela and Beth Gilardi 

each had.two of.Pittsfield’s 13 hits. 
‘I’m proud of our girls, because they didn’t give 


‘up,’ said. McGovern, whose team went to Meridian 


with a 15-1 record.:“I think we’re better than about 
20 teams down here. We just got a lousy draw.” 
The:team‘will visit a water slide park today, then 


will leave Méridian Sometime tomorrow. McGovern 


said there are plans to stop for an educational visit 
somewhere ‘along the way, probably in Washington, 
D.C. Then the team will return to Pittsfield some- 
time Monday. ° os 
‘We had about 2,000 people watching our opening 
game, and another 1,000 watching today, so ‘it’s’‘an 
experience the girls will never forget,” McGovern 





| Pittsfield Junior Football League 


The Giants won their fourth consecutive game and shutout in an 8-0 
win over the Browns. The Lions, meanwhile, defeated the Rams 14-6 

The Browns kept the Giants off the board in the first half, as Jerome | 
Sistrunk and Matt Michel each had interceptions. In the third quarter 
the Giants drove inside the Browns’ 5 behind quarterback Dave 
Stodden and running backs Derrick Boone and Nick -Osorio. The drive 
fizzled, however, and the Browns took over on their own 1. | 

But the Browns fumbled on third down at the 1 and the Giants’ 
Brian Caprari recovered in the end zone. Osorio then ran in the two- 
point conversion. 

The Lions scored on the game’s second play, as Charles Berkeley 
ran for a 00-yard touchdown. The Lions then boosted the lead to 12-0 
early in the third quarter. Ryan Barzousky, who kept the drive alive 
with a first-down run on fourth-and-8, connected with Berkeley on a 
20-yard play that brought the ball to the Rams’ 6. Bobby Mack then’ 
rushed for the score on the next play. Berkeley made the score 14-0 . 
when e¢arried in the two-point conversion. 

The Rams scored on a long drive late in the final quarter. Hector | 
Sandifer passed to Jim Rusher for 20 yards that took the team to near | . 
midfield. A pass interference call and two passes to Mike Gross | 
brought the ball to the Lions’ 30. : | 

; Sandifer ran for 7 yards and passed 22 yards to Shaun Laund at 
| the 1. Sandifer then ran the ball in for the score / i | 
| | : d/id 190. 
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St. Joe welcomes junior sridders | 

’s Hi 1] team has invited all players in 
_ Joseph’s High School footba 
Pes: einer Football League to be its ona a oe 
Saturday’s football game against Putnam, schedule Ati tt: 


rk. ee 
Cree aanate free, junior players must wear their tegm unlor 


shirts and be accompanied by a coach or parent. /O } § 46 
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Giants win Pittsfield football title 


The Giants defeated the Rams 18-0 to remain undefeated and win 
the Pittsfield Junior Football League championship. 

Nick Osorio ran 58 yards for one touchdown and 21 yards for a 
second score, while Dave Stoddan went over from the one yard line 
for the Giants’ third score. The Giant defense has yet to be scored on 
this year. | 

In the other game, Justin Smith ran 11 yards for the game’s only 
touchdown and Bobby Mack scored on a two-point conversion run as 


the Lions shut out the Browns 8-0. JO Y/, VE Ve 92 


Win-at-all-cost coaches 
banned for using players 


too old for youth football 


DEDHAM (AP) — Four coaches who wanted to “win, win, 
win” have been banned for life and an unbeaten Pop Warner 
football team from Dedham has been suspended for the season 
because six players allegedly used false birth certificates. 

“We could not pinpoint who did the actual cheating, but the 
coaches and president [of the town program] should have 
known,” said Paul G. Alconada, commissioner of the South 
Shore Midget Football Conference. 

He wouldn’t identify the coaches. 

The players allegedly involved were on Dedham’s “A” team 
in the midget division. That’s for players aged 11 to 13 and 
weighing 90 to 135 pounds. 

The oldest player on the team, which was 4-0, was 15, 
Alconada said. A committee he appointed decided last Thurs- 
day that the team must forfeit all its games this year and be put 
on probation for next year. 

The Dedham program plans no appeal after firing the four 
coaches, Alconada said. 

“It's a shame something like this happened. It only hurts the 
kids,” he said Monday. “These guys are frustrated coaches who 
couldn’t find a coaching job anywhere else. All they want is to 
win, win, win.” 

In a Sept. 16 game, a Hull player broke his collarbone in four 
places when he was tackled by an overage Dedham player, said 
Gerry Doyle, the Pop Warner president in Hull. 

The tackle was clean, he said, but there was a mismatch 
between the two players. 

The South Shore conference is currently on one year’s 
probation from the national organization because teams filed 22 
false ages and weights last year. 

| Alconada said the conference hopes to avoid: future problems 
wy y requiring original birth certificates to be submitted. a 
me OD) [Pov 
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Area Sports Ne AP. 


| | 


Junior football sale pee Sunday 


The Pittsfield Junior Football League will conduct its annual | § | i 0 
ae ee acre Sas Suey sated at 10. All | Pittsfield junior football signups set 
es wl articlpa il] 
wearing football jerseys during the Ae Be an DISNGES will ‘be Registration for the Pittsfield Junior Football League will begin 
& Ne: y parent wishing to help Monday at the Department of Parks and Recreation, 874 North St. The. | 


Should report to the Common on First Street at 9:30 a.m. @]7 } G A 
cha A / 10 registration period-runs through Monday, Aug. 27, and all new appli- 


| eants must pick up application forms at the Parks office. 
De eee | ' All candidates must obtain a medical waiver from their family 
Ka. 2/ 9 6 ' physician, and each player will be assessed a $10 equipment fee. 
z | Players must be Pittsfield residents between the ages of 9 and 18. 
Berkshire Sports Calendar | _ The league will be divided. into two age divisions, the A Division for 12 
| : and 13 year olds and the B Division for those 9 to 11. | 
TODAY Tryouts will begin Aug. 27, at 6 p.m. at the Common on First Street. | 
New candidates must attend at least half the tryouts to be selected for 
PRO BASEBALL: a team. 
Pittsfield Mets at Watertown, 7 p.m. More information can be obtained by contacting the Department of | 
HIGH SCHOOLS: Parks and Recreation. eee) 
Formal practice begins for all fall sports 
FOOTBALL: 


\/ Pittsfield Junior tryouts, First Street Common, 6 p.m. 


TENNIS: | . 
Western New England Junior Tournament, Pittsfield Country Club 





en 


Pittsfield Jr. crid tryouts Monday 


' The first tryout for the Pittsfield Junior Football League has been 
scheduled Monday at 6 p.m. at the First Street Common. The program 
is for youngsters ages 9 to 13 who are residents of Pittsfield. Registra- 
tion will close Monday night. 

Further information may be obtained from the Pittsfield Department 
of Parks & Recreation, 874 North St. fp y/] 2) 


LILI PL nA 


Candidates 


Basic training has begun for Pittsfield youngsters who want to play on the Parks and Recreation 
Department’s junior football teams. There are four teams for boys 9 to 11 and four for those 12 and 13. Play 


begins Sept. 15 for the younger teams and Sept. 16 for the older ones. ; 


YOrres 








Pittsfield Junior Football results 


Nick Osorio scored two touchdowns as the Giants defeated the Lions © 
16-0 in Pittsfield Junior League play last week. Osorio scored on 
touchdown runs of 18 and 10 yards. | 

Scott Peetros scored a touchdown on a five-yard run and made the > 
two-point conversion as the Rams held off the Browns 8-6. 

The Browns scored first as Matt Ardia ran.the ball in from 27 yards, | 
but the Browns missed on the two-point conversion. 
A chance to win the game for the Browns fell just short, as the game — 
was called with the ball on the Ram 11 yard line. /6 fi [93 
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Pittsfield Little League sign-up \ 

|\ The Pittsfield Little League will hold registrati 

eee tion for its three 

| divisions Saturday, March 31 f ose i 

yn bit pa y , from 10 to noon and Monday, April 2, 

| New candidates for the North League should regi 

gister at the Peck’s 
| abe fire station. South League will hold registration at the Holmes 

| oad fire station and new candidates for the West League should sign 

_ up at the West Housatonic Street fire station. 

_ Any youngster at least 9 years old but not 13 on or before Aug. 1 is 


- eligibl Oe ; 
| ath ne to play. Every Little Leaguer will participate in every league 


The league boundaries are as follows: 


NORTH — Bounded by the Lanesboro town line to the north, following Peck’s Road south to Wahconah 


Street, 
eet, then south to North Street and Park Square. East along East Street across the Merrill Road bridge, 


east on Merrill Road, and east on Dalton Avenue to the Dalton town line. 


SOUTH — Beginning at the Lenox town li 
| ne, boundary goes north along South Street 
: along East Street crossing Merrill Road and then east on Dalton Avenue to the Baltce Pa He a i 


WEST — Begins at the Richmond and Lenox town lines, goes north on South Street and north along North 


Street to Wahconah Street. Continues north 
. on Wahconah Street to Peck’s Road, nort J j 
Ve Lanesboro town line, and is bordered by the Hancock town line to the west. “2 3 ‘a Oo - "A 


Pitching in 
Parents and some 


track at the Little League fie 
 pallfield was also repaired. 


——_————— 


ld at Deming Playground in 


The Pittsfield Little League 
Board of Directors 


would like to thank the following companies, 


people, and volunteers for their help and 
support with the work that was done on the 
three Little League Fields 


° BERKSHIRE GAS CO. ° JIM TORRA 

° BERKSHIRE SAND & REMODELING 
GRAVEL e LANE CONSTRUCTION 

° C.T.L. TRUCKING co. 

e DODGE e PETRICCA 
CONSTRUCTION CO. CONSTRUCTION CO. 


e ELM STREET e PITTSFIELD PARK 
HARDWARE DEPT. 


e HOME GUARD e PITTSFIELD SCHOOL 
ASBESTOS REMOVAL DEPT. 


YOUR SUPPORT IS GREATLY APPRECIATED! 


115 


Mark Mitchell / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


local businesses combined their efforts yesterday to build a new warning | 


> aa 


Pittsfield. Drainage for ey 


} 


ment 9-5. Chris 


| Sporting 


_gelstein each 
_ single for the winners. 


North Little Lesenalt? [9 


ichard 
single scored Scott 


PITTSFIELD 
Rando’s RBI 
Backer and broke a tie, 
Colt Insurance to an 8-5 win over 
the Police 


—— 


Rando and Backer each had two 
hits for Colt, while Todd Derby 


| had three hits for the Police. 


Dave Barber had two hits as 


Colt also beat the Fire Depart- | 
| Campoli got the | 
win. Steve Shambo had three hits | 
| for the Fire Department. 


Besse-Clarke defeated Dave’s 
| Goods 14-3, behind Joel 
'Barsez’s three-hit performance. 
Adam Andersen was the winning 


| pitcher. 


The Fire Department defeated 
the Elks 10-6 as winning pitcher 
Shawn Liccardi had two doubles. 
Steve Conuel and Joe Zwin- 
had a triple and 


Shane Harrington belted a 
three-run home run as the Elks 


defeated Besse-Clarke 5-l. Joe 


ers from Stockbridge, 


the Pittsfield 


‘ner at 1, and 


leading | 


Department in the 
Pittsfield North Little League. | 


Little League 
county event 

opens tonight 
Pittsfield, Cheshire 


will host all games 


The Berkshire Little League 


baseball tournament opens to- 


night at two locations. 

In qualifying round games at 6 
p.m., Cheshire will be at Pittsfield 
South while Williamstown will 
play Pittsfield North at Cheshire. 

All games will be played at ei- 
ther Deming Field in Pittsfield or 
Phillip Burns Memorial Field ir 
Cheshire. 

The 12-team, double-elimination 
tournament runs through July 23, 
with evening games beginning at 
6 p.m., and weekend games 
scheduled for 1 and 3:30 p.m. The 
championship game will be 
played at Deming Field Monday, 
July 23, at 6 p.m., with a second 
game scheduled for Tuesday the 
94th, if mecessary, at the same 
time. 


Tomorrow night, Adams will 
play Dalton-Hinsdale at Deming 


while Berkshire Hills, with play- - 


Stockbridge and Richmond, will 
play Pittsfield West at Cheshire. 


Four teams open Saturday 


Four teams got first-round byes 
and will open play on Saturday. 
At Deming Field, Lee will meet 
South/Cheshire 
winner at 1 while Great Barring- 
ton will play the Williamstown/ 
Pittsfield North winner at 3:30. In 
Cheshire, Lanesboro will battle 
the Adams/Dalton-Hinsdale win- 
North Adams plays 
the Berkshire Hills/Pittsfield 


North winner at 3:30. 


The winner of the Berkshire 
County District 1 championship 
will play at the District 2 cham- 
pion July 28 at 5:30. District 2 
represents the Springfield area. 

The state championships are 
scheduled for Aug. 3 and 4 in 


Leominster. yf Ii ( ? J 


Correction 


The schedule 
Little League 
ment was listed 
yesterday S Hagie. 

The tournament 
night with two qualifying 82 
at 6. Cheshire will play 


liamstown will iace 
North at Phillip Burns 
Field in Cheshire. 


Games scheduled for tomorrow 
Adams VS. D 
and 
Hills against Pittsiie 


at 6 p.m. feature 
ton-Hinsdale at 
Berkshire 
West at Cheshire. 
The games liste 


Deming, 


N 


West | 


ty 


for the Berkshire 
baseball tourna- 
incorrectly in 


will begin to- 
mes 
Pittsfie 
South at Deming Fieid while W 
Pittsfield 
Memorial 


d in The Eagle 
for Saturday and information re 
garding the district champlon- 


| ships were correct., /) 


/ 


\ 


t 
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the Pittsfield Little League 
Board of Directors 


would like to thank the following companies, 


eople, and volunteers 
pont with the work that was done on the 


three Little League Fields 


° BERKSHIRE GAS CO., 

© BERKSHIRE SAND & 
GRAVEL 

° C.T.L. TRUCKING 


°e DODGE 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 


e ELM STREET 
HARDWARE 


e HOME GUARD 
ASBESTOS REMOVAL 


for their help and 


e JIM TORRA 


REMODELING 


e LANE CONSTRUCTION 


co. 


e PETRICCA 


CONSTRUCTION CO. 


e PITTSFIELD PARK 
DEPT. 
e PITTSFIELD SCHOOL 


DEPT. 5 [A\90 


YOUR SUPPORT IS GREATLY APPRECIATED! 


Burger King wins 5 NG 


in South Little League 


Burger King won five times and 
pitcher Jeff Harte was on the 
mound for four of those victories 
‘to highlight recent action in the 
_ »Pittsfield South Little League. 

Harte teamed with reliever 
Frank Scago to strike out six and 
walk one in a 4-3 win over Italian 
-American Club and went the dis- 
tance in a 5-0 win over Samel’s 
-Deli. Scago had two hits including 
a home run and Harte added two 
hits in a 12-2 victory over Vir- 
gilio’s, which had two hits and 
<two RBI from Bob Ireland. 

* Harte had two hits and went all 
athe way in a 27-2 rout of Teo’s. 
“Bryan Jefferson had a double for 
«leo’s. J.T. Torra took the hill for 
‘Burger King and struck out 11 
swhile allowing one hit in a 25-1 


Samel’s. 
~ 


“win over Stevenson’s. Tim Latini, | 


_Scago, Gary Riello and Justine 


*Olewnick had two hits for the | 


_winners. 
* Other league action had IAC 


swith 9-5 wins over ESP and Teo’s. | 
ric Rekeda was the winning | 


(pitcher against ESP while Aaron 


-4Garner helped the offense with | 
_ two hits and two RBI. Dave Far- | 
ell had two hits for ESP. John | 
‘Krol was the winning pitcher | 
_ sagainst Teo’s. Jeff Hulland tripled | 


tor the winners while Teo’s had 
4wo hits from Brian Jefferson. 


_ © East Side Pizza also posted two | 
«victories. Mike Doyle cracked two | 
“doubles and two singles and Mike | 


«Jones added three singles and 


“was the winning pitcher in a 25-10 | 


“win over City Savings Bank. 


Doyle then homered and added | 


‘three singles in a 24-6 win over | 


“Samel’s. Jones added four singles 
and winning pitcher Dave Farrell 
-had four singles and three RBI. 

“ Stevenson’s defeated IAC 14-3 
behind Todd Lange, who had 


“three singles and was the winning | 
. spitcher. Rakeda had a double and 

‘two singles for IAC. Virgilio’s | 
“topped Teo’s 15-7 behind three hits | 


“and two RBI from Tim Hannigan 
rand two hits each by John Duda 


| 
} 
| 
} 


Youth Baseball 


and Jason Kilmer. Teo’s had 
three hits from Kevin Steele and 
two hits from Brian Jefferson. 


Bryan Torra was the winning | 


pitcher and chipped in two hits as 
Samel’s defeated Virgilio’s 13-7. 
Tim Hannigan had two hits for 
Virgilio’s. Pat Tamburrino struck 
out six to lead Teo’s to a 5-2 win 
over Stevenson’s. Chris Wilner 
tripled for Stevenson’s. Matt 
Hebert hung on for the pitching 
win and T.J. Lampiasi and 
Jeremy Zolkowski each had two 
singles in an 11-9 victory over 


6 3/90 
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Little League final tonight 


PITTSFIELD — The Berkshire 
County Little League champion- 
ship will be on the line tonight 


| when Pittsfield South plays Wil- 


liamstown at 6 at Deming Field. 


South is unbeaten, and Wil- 
liamstown has fought through the 
loser’s bracket of the tournament, 
which is using a double- 
elimination format for: the first 


| time. 


If South wins tonight, it is the 


champion. If Williamstown wins, — 
a deciding game will be played | 


tomorrow. 


V2.31%b 
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Little League game, 


Mets washed out 


Wet weather washed away the Berkshire County Little 
League championship game last night as well as the Pittsfield 
Mets’ New York-Penn League game in Auburn, N.Y. 

The Little League contest between Pittsfield South and 
Williamstown at Deming Park was halted by rain with Pittsfield 
South leading 3-1 in the second inning. The game will resume 
from that point tonight at 6, again at Deming. 

Should undefeated Pittsfield South prevail tonight, it will win 
the double-elimination tournament and move on to the state 
tournament Saturday. Should once-beaten Williamstown rally, 
the two teams will meet again tomorrow night at 6 at Deming 
Park for the crown. 

The Mets will make up last night’s rainout tomorrow night at 
6 as part of a doubleheader. Pittsfield’s regularly scheduled 
game with the Astros, the last-place team in the Western 
Division of the McNamara Division, will begin tonight at 7:30. 
Auburn won two of three games with Pittsfield at Wahconah 
Park last month. 

The three-game series with Auburn concludes the Mets’ 
longest road trip of the season. They are 2-5 on the 10-game 
swing but are coming off a victory in Hamilton on Saturday. 

After an off day Thursday, Pittsfield returns home Friday for 
a three-game series against the Batavia Clippers. 


See Little League photo on Page D-6. DW, vax Y / q £) 


South champs 
play tonight 
in Westfield 


PITTSFIELD — The Berkshire 
County champion Pittsfield South 
Little League all-star team will 
open its quest for a state title 
when it visits Westfield South 
today at 5:30 in a sub-sectional 
game. 

Today’s winner advances to the 
sectional tournament in Worces- 
ter and plays Monday for the sec- 
tional championship. Monday’s 
winner heads to the four-team 
state tournament Aug. 3 and 4 in 
Leominster. 

The Pittsfield South team photo 


is on Page D8. OAR 4 es 


South LL 
all-stars 


fall 20-2 


WESTFIELD — The season 
came to an abrupt halt for the 
Pittsfield South Little League all- 
star team yesterday, as the Berk- 
shire County champions dropped 
a 20-2 decision to Westfield South 
in their sub-sectional game here. 


City Little League championship 


Burger King advanced to the Pittsfield Little League championship 
game by defeating J. Colvin Glass 9-5 at Springside Park last night. 

Burger King, the South Little League champion, will battle North 
champion Colt Insurance Saturday morning at 10:30 at Springside Park 


for the city crown. 


The South Little League champs scored three runs in the first 
inning, one in the second and three in the third before the West 
champions could get back on the board. Colvin scored four runs in the © 
fourth inning and one in the fifth, but Burger King added a pair of 


- runs in the sixth. 


J.T. Torra had three of Burger King’s 10 hits, while teammate Tim | 
Latini had a pair of doubles. 4 


ee £79 | 4 
Jeff Harte got the win, while Tom Bishop was the losing pitcher. 





Pittsfield South runner Tim Latini slides safely into second b 

| Park during action against Williamstown in the Berkshire County rigle toh Chae 
“ onship game. Williamstown shortstop Jesse Landry takes the throw while second ihemuien 

J.J. Filiault is behind the-bag backing up the play. Rains stopped the game in the second 

inning with Pittsfield South leading 3-1. Action will resume from that point tonight at 


9 fog h Ga, 


i Deming beginning at 6. 


‘Little League 4}+!‘ 


South’s victory, before a crowd | 


of about 250 at Deming Field, 


} 


avenged a 7-5 loss to Williams- | 


| town the night before, and gave 
the Pittsfield squad its second 


\ 


straight county title and third in 


four years. 
It was the second straight year 
South beat Williamstown in the 


} 


championship game. The teams — 


had split two earlier games in 


this tournament, with South win- | 
ning 8-1 and Williamstown win- | 


ning Tuesday’s game. 

Pittsfield South will now play at 
Westfield South Friday at 5:30 in 
a sub-sectional game. The winner 
goes to the sectionals in Wor- 
eester, where it will play Monday 
against the winner of Saturday’s 
game between District 3 and 4. 
Monday’s winner heads to the 
four-team state tournament Aug. 3 
and 4 in Leominster. 


Turn about, fair play 


Pittsfield South, which was the 
victim of a four-run, sixth-inning 
rally by Williamstown Tuesday, 
got even with last night’s heroics. 


David Farrell started last 
night’s sixth-inning rally with a 
homer over the center field 
fence. Frank Scago followed with 
a double to the fence in right 
center, and one out later, Duda 
tied it 4-4 when he ripped a shot 
down the left field line for his 
double, scoring Scago. 


Jeff Harte, who relieved Scago 
in the fifth, retired Williamstown 
in the bottom of the sixth, setting 
up the big explosion in the sev- 
enth. 

John Krol opened the inning 
with a single off the second 
baseman’s glove, and Kevin 
Steele followed with a single to 

SOUTH, continued on D3 


South Little League, wins, 


m@ SOUTH, from D1 


left. Jay Montepare then relieved 


Williamstown starter Ryan Her- 
cek, and promptly walked Farrell 
to load the bases. Scago then hit a 
grounder off Montepare’s glove to 
bring home one run and Mike 
Jones walked to bring in another, 
making it 6-4. 


A little talk 


Then up came Duda. And then 
came a lecture from his coach, 
Brian Jones. 

“He kept trying to hit the ball 
to left field, and he was pulling 


‘his head off the ball,” Jones said 


later. “I told him to keep his head 
in, to step toward right field, and 
the ball would go to right field. 
He just said, ‘OK.’ ” 

The next pitch disappeared 
over the right field fence, and it 
was 10-4. 

“T had been trying to pull it, so 


I just tried to go to right field on 
‘that one,” said the 12-year-old 
right fielder, who had only one 


tromer all season before last 
night’s big blast. He had been 
happy enough with his game-tying 
double in the sixth. “I thought 
that was all I was going to do 
tonight,” he said. 

Williamstown scored an un- 
earned run on a throwing error in 
the bottom of the seventh, but 
could get no closer. 


‘Williamstown takes lead 


Williamstown had taken a 2-0 
lead in the second on Jeff Hill- 
ard’s two-run double down the 
left field line. South tied it with 
two outs in the third, when Mike 
Doyle and Krol each hit bunt 
singles, and both scored on a pair 
of Williamstown throwing errors 
on Krol’s bunt. 

Williamstown went back ahead 
3-9 in the fourth. J.J. Filiault hit a 


leadoff single and advanced on a 
pair of wild pitches. He scored on 
Hercek’s grounder to short, beat- 
ing the throw home by South 
shortstop Krol. Williamstown had 
the bases loaded in that inning, 
but Scago ended the threat by 


fanning Kwame Willingham on a> 


3-2 pitch. 

Williamstown made it 4-2 in the 
fifth, when Hercek hit a two-out 
RBI single to right field. 


Pittsfield outhit Williamstown — 


12-10, bunching eight of those hits 
in the last three innings. Doyle, 


Krol, Kevin Steele, Farrell and | 


Duda each had two hits. Hercek, 
Willingham .and Montepare each 
had two hits for Williamstown. 


Some spectacular defense 


There were also several spec- 
tacular defensive plays, as Wil- 
liamstown third baseman Jim 
Morocco threw out Latini from 
his knees in the third, second 
baseman Latini returned the fa- 
vor by nailing Morocco on nearly 
an identical play in the third, 
center fielder Filiault made a 
leaping catch to rob Duda in the 
fourth and Williamstown short- 
stop Jesse Landry made a major 


league diving catch of a popup hit | 


by Latini in the seventh. 


“Our infield has been just su- | 
per, and [third baseman] J.T. | 
Torra has saved us more games | 
with his glove than you Can) 


count,” Jones said. 


“That Williamstown team was a 
tough team, and they played su- | 
per,” Jones continued. “It was a 


case of one big inning. They had 


it last night and we had it to-| 


night.” 
As for the new double elimina- 
tion format, Jones said, “I love it. 


The best part is you can have a 


bad game and you still have a 
chance to come back.” 


ee ee 


en 





Pittsfield North wins tournament 


Pittsfield North defeated Great Barrington 15-0 Monday to take Aaa 
10-year-old Little League tournament. Ken Hover tossed a en 
shutout while Chris Burke had a pair of doubles and a single for the 


winners. | | 
The tournament was played at Kemp Park, North Adams. 


En route to the championship, Pittsfield North downed Lanesboro 9- 


2, Adams 16-4 and Great Barrington 7-3 before aie agteenge 


again in the finals. Ri eT epee See TLV Ge. 
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Little League round-robin tourney 


The championship game of the Pittsfield Little League round-robin 
tournament will take place tonight beginning at 5:30 at the West Little 
League field at Clapp Park. The title game will match East Side Pizza 
against Besse-Clarke. 

Besse-Clarke advanced to the championship game with a 14-2 win 
over Civitan. Adam Anderson was the Winning pitcher, and Mike 
Albano and Joel Barscz each had three hits for Besse-Clarke. East 
Side edged the Elks 5-4 behind winning pitcher Mike Jones. Mike Dove 


pee aue hits to lead ae pide | | F/) bo / +9) | 


in 


1g 


Joe Duda, 


ied the game 
and sent it 
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ip game. 
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Bob McDonough / Berkshire Eagle Stafi 


County Little League champs b3.9/ 9p 


| istri i J. Lampiasi and Tim 
ittsfi ittle League won the District 1 Rekeda, J.T. Torra, Mike Doyle, T.J | 
Weechice County chamniciehig: Wednesday with a 10-5 Latini. BACK ROW — seubea Se AES ie rte 
victory over Williamstown, and will play at Westfield South Krol, Eric Kirk, John Duda, avl re a oot eek 
‘toda Mt 5:30 in a sub-sectional playoff. Team members are, Brian Jones, Mike Jones, Tim Scott, Fra g 
| yoni. left: FRONT ROW — Kevin Steele, Jeff Harte, Erik assistant coach Matt Stracuzzi. 


Hunting Party 


The searchers are looking for a foul ball that sliced.into the tall vegetation beside the Little League field 
off Benedict Road, Pittsfield. This was in 1975. The ball is probably still there. 





Pittsfield Babe Ruth meeting 2 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth League has scheduled its first organiza- 


tional meeting Saturday at 9 a.m. at the Babe Ruth League head- 
quarters, Department of Parks & Recreation, 874 North Street. 


Anyone interested in assisting the Babe Ruth League for the 1990 
season as coaches, league manager or league umpire-in-chief are | 


welcome to attend this meeting. 


For more information contact the Department of Parks & Recre- | 


| ation. 4IUIAO 


Babe Ruth League registration set 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth League will conduct registration for its 


| two divisions>Saturday from 9 to noon. 


New candidates for the 13-year-old division and the 14-15-year-old 


divisions can register at the Department of Parks and Recreation, 874 — 


North St., or at the Holmes Road Fire Station. Any youngster at least 


13 years old, but not 16 on or before Aug. 1, is eligible. 
The league is still in need of managers, coaches and scorekeepers. — 


Anyone interested in these positions should contact the parks de- 
441] 


partment. 


4. 
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| Pittsfield Babe Ruth opens Sunday 


ill open Sunday. The | 

ld Babe Ruth League season wl | 

STE as a begin play with pag ciel Se al | 

| Benedict Field and Deming Park. ’ | 

ewinlehicnace. beginning at 12:30 on the First ane ae OEE 

Spectators are reminded to oie lawn chairs or bla | 

| e yet to be erected. | 
| me een ma Ait ye and members of the board has been 


ingside House, 874 North St. 
| for tonight at 8 at the Springside pa ae 
ames ae is available from Jim Hassett. 5/) | |GO Wi, 


————_ 
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County Babe Ruth tourney 


gets under way tomorrow 


The Berkshire County Babe Ruth League tournament gets 
under way tomorrow with games in the 13-year-old tourna- 
ment. ) 

Teams from Pittsfield, North Adams, Adams, Dalton, South 
Berkshire and South Central (Lee area) will participate in 
both the 13-year-old and age 14-15 tournaments. Both tourna- 
ments are double elimination. All] weekday games will begin at 
9:30 and weekend games will start at 1. 

In the 13-year-old tournament, Dalton visits North Adams at 
Noel Field and defending county champion Adams takes on 
Pittsfield at the Common tomorrow. On Friday, South Berk- 
Shire will visit the Dalton-North Adams winner and South 
Central will visit the Pittsfield-Adams winner. Dalton will play 
its home games at Wahconah Regional and Adams will play at 
Renfrew Field. Should South Berkshire and South Central have 
home games they will play at Memorial Field in Great 
Barrington and Lee High School, respectively. 

The championship game is tentatively scheduled for July 8. 
The winner advances to the State tournament, which will be 
held this year in Leominster. 

The age 14-15 tournament begins Saturday with Dalton 
traveling to play South Central at Lee High School and North 
Adams hosting Adams at Joe Wolfe Field. On Sunday, defend- 
ing champion Pittsfield visits the Dalton-South Central winner 
and the Adams-North Adams winner hosts South Berkshire. 
Pittsfield’s home games will be at Deming Field, Dalton’s at 
Pine Grove Park, and Adams and South Berkshire would play 
at Renfrew and Memorial Field, respectively. 

The title game is tentatively set for J ly 14. The state | 
tournament will be held at Westfield. CO Ie aus, } i ds 





Oliver wins Babe Ruth 


_ PITTSFIELD — Dave Boyd had 
_ two hits and two RBI as Oliver 


Youth Baseball 


Ist half 


| Pittsfield Babe Ruth | 
_ PITTSFIELD — Itam and Ol- | 


_ | iver Auto Body will play today at | 
/1 p.m. at Deming Field to settle | 
_ the Pittsfield age 14-15 Babe Ruth 
_baseball championship, as the 
_teams have split the first two 
_ games in the best-of-three playoff. 


‘Babe Ruth > 
squad loses 


| Auto Body defeated ITAM 9-5 to 
| claim the first half Pittsfield Babe 
_ Ruth League baseball title. 

fee Mike McHugh had 10 strikeouts 
_ In getting the victory, while John 


CY 


as Oliver Auto Body def. 
ay y defeated GE 


_ Vanasse had a two-run double for 
| ITAM. Oliver ended the first half 
with a 9-1 record. 

In other games, IUE_ beat 
Besse-Clarke 9-4 as Mike McNabb 
had two hits and Mike Eastland 
got the win. Jim D’Aniello had 
two hits and three RBI for Besse. 

Brad Rathbun’s three-run home 
run in the eighth inning gave Ol- 
iver a 12-10 victory over GEAA. 


Shaun Wood got the win while — 


Terry Bishop had a grand slam 
and five RBIs for GEAA. 
Comfed downed VFW 10-4 as 


Kevin Codey and Seth Weidner | 


each had two hits and two RBIs 


_-, and Adam Hover got the win. 


Oliver Auto Body defeated GE 
16-5, as Mike Cimini had three 
hits and three RBIs for the win- 
ners. 

Besse-Clarke downed ITAM 8-5 
as D’Aniello had two hits and two 
RBIs and Tom Hillard picked up 
the win. Chris Mastrodicasa had 
two hits for ITAM. 

IUE edged Comfed 7-5, as Den- 
nis Williams hit a two-run double 
while Jamie Evans struck out 
seven to get the win. 

Chris St. John had a homer. a 
double and four RBI while Tony 
Mogavero had three hits and four 
RBI in GEAA’s 21-17 win over 
VFW. Jim Chapman had three 
hits for VFW. 


Chris Boino drove in the go-. 
ahead run in the eighth inning as | 


ITAM defeated GE 9-6 in extra 
innings. Randy Wendling had 


three hits, including a home run, | 


and three RBI. Shaun Penna 
peeet GE with two hits and three 


VF'W edged GEAA 8-7 with Joel 
Mullett getting the win. Dan 
Landry and Terry Bishop each 
had two hits for GEAA. 

Winning pitcher Kevyiji 
O’Donnell had three hits as GE 
defeated Comfed 15-9. Billy Mur- 
phy homered in a losing cause. 

Dan Landry singled, doubled 
and tripled as GEAA downed 
ITAM 9-5. Terry Bishop struck out 
- i a the win, while Chris 

astrodicasa had 
ay ok three hits for 


Dave Boyd had three hits and | 
four RBIs in Oliver’s 10-8 win | 


over VF'W. John Goodnow got the 
win. George Betti and Cam Col- 
lins each had two hits for VFW. 


ITAM rolled over Besse-Clarke / 
24-3, with Jeff Zuccalo picking up | 
four hits and Chris Boino getting | 


the win. 


Brian Rathbun had four hits 
and five RBIs and winning pitcher | 


| Mike: McHugh also had five RBI | 


Dan Landry had three hits, in- 


cluding a home run, and four | 


RBIs as GEAA defeated Besse- 


Clarke 19-5. Dave Ferguson was | 


the winning pitcher. 
VEW edged Besse-Clarke 9-7, as 
winning pitcher George Betti had 


opening game 


LEOMINSTER — The Berk- 


J shire County champion Pittsfield 


13-year-old Babe Ruth all-stars 


\ lost their opening game Saturday 
| night in Leominster to the hosts 
‘ by a 40 score. Pittsfield outhit . 


0 
\) 


two hits and four RBIs. 


| Leominster in the game by a 3-2 
margin. 
_ Dave Fields pitched five innings 
_ of two-hit ball for Pittsfield, which 
got two singles from Mark Berube 
_and a double from Dan Cohn. 
Pittsfield will play again tonight 
_at 8 p.m. in the loser’s bracket 


Pittsfield 13-year-olds 


eliminated from tourney 


LEOMINSTER — The Pittsfield 13-year-old Babe Ruth all- 
stars were eliminated from the state tournament on Tuesday 
night when they lost to Fitchburg, 8-6. : 

Ryan Kaddy’s two-run double highlighted a four-run seventh 
inning that saw Fitchburg rally from a 6-4 deficit. Fitchburg had 
led 4-1 after three innings, but the Berkshire County champions 
rallied for two runs in the fourth and fifth innings and a solo 


tally in the sixth to take a 6-4 lead. 

Pittsfield’s Dan Fields and Da 
with Fields and Mark Berube sharing pitching duties. 

Pittsfield had stayed alive in the. double-elimination tourna- 
ment on Monday night when it scored a 10-1 victory. over 
Burncoat of Worcester. Winning pitcher Corey Hillard went the 
distance, allowing four hits while’striking out four. 

Fields had four hits in the game, including two hits in a five- 
run fourth inning. Brian Micelli added two hits to the offense, 
while the Pittsfield defense made no.errors behind Hillard. 


DF Led 


le Phiélps were each 2-for-4 — 


Wednesday, Chris Mastrodicasa 

_ was the winning pitcher in Itam’s 
| 24-7 win. 

| Last night, Mike McHugh and 

Mike Cimini each had a single 

and double to back winning 

pitcher John Goodnow as Oliver 


_posted a 9-1 victory. J-Ak Gp ee 


Itam retains 
city Ruth title 


PITTSFIELD — Randy Wendling and Chris 
Mastrodicasa combined to pitch a one-hitter 
yesterday as Itam won its second straight 
Babe Ruth age 14-15 city championship with a 
6-2 win over Oliver Auto Body in the deciding 
game of their best-of-three series at Deming 


Field. 


Wendling, who lasted only one-third of an 
inning in Friday’s loss, went the first Six 
innings yesterday and Mastrodicasa finished 
up. Losing pitcher Mike McHugh had Oliver’s 


only hit. 


For Itam, Jack Vannasse had two doubles 


and two RBI and Wendling contribute 
hits. Mastrodicasa had a double. 77-2 


——— 


two 
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Babe Ruth baseball seeks volunteers 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth baseball program is seeking volunteers for 
the 1991 season and has scheduled an organizational meeting Tuesday 
at 7:30 p.m. at Springside House, 874 North St. 

The league is seeking adults, particularly parents of players coming 
out of Little League, who are interested in serving on the board of 
directors, coaching, umpiring or helping to maintain the fields for the 
13-year-old, age 14-15 and senior Babe Ruth programs. 

Further information may be obtained from John Marchesi at the | 


\\ Department of Parks and Recreation. 


(On 1 fy, 





Diving into home plate to score one of his team’s runs is 
_ Dalton’s Paul Bouchard, who had three RBIs to help Dalton 
reach the Berkshire County age 14-15 Babe Ruth baseball 


Dalton reaches c 


PITTSFIELD — Dalton ad- 
vanced to the Berkshire County 
Babe Ruth 14-15 championship 
game, holding off Pittsfield 7-6 at 
Deming Field last night. 

With the victory, Dalton moved 
out of the loser’s bracket and will 
play Adams for the county 
championship Saturday at 1 at 
Renfrew Field in Adams. If Dal- 
ae wins, a second game will fol- 
low. 


_ Pittsfield took a 1-0 lead on 
_|Terry Bishop’s RBI single in the 
second, then Dalton rang up three 
‘runs in the fourth inning and four 
‘more in the fifth. Paul Bouchard’s 


Babe Ruth 


two-run triple in the fourth was 
the key blow, chasing losing 
pitcher Randy Wendling. Bou- 
chard picked up his third RBI of 
the game with a single in the four- 
run fifth. 


Troy Lyman and Rob Cowdry 
hit RBI singles while winning 
pitcher Brian McGovern added a 
sacrifice fly for the 7-1 lead. 
McGovern had three hits and two 
RBIs while Bouchard had two hits 
and three RBIs. Dalton managed 
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final with a 7-6 win over Pittsfield last night at Deming 
Field. Pittsfield catcher at right is Gordie Soldato. Dalton 
will play for the county title Saturday at 1 p.m. in Adams 


ounty final, 7- 


14 hits off of three Pittsfield hurl- 
ers. 


Pittsfield cut the lead to 7-2 in 
the home sixth inning, when Chris 
Mastrodicasa walked and moved 
to second on an infield out and to 
third on a wild pitch. He scored 
on Chris Puntin’s double. Pitts- 
field rallied in the seventh but fell 
short. 


Dan Landry led off with a walk 
and moved to third on Ryan 
O’Donnell’s double. He scored on 
Sean Ladley’s base hit, and 
O’Donnell came home on David 
Boyd’s_ sacrifice fly. Puntin’s 


second RBI double of the game 
plated Ladley, making the score 
7-5. Jeff Zuccalo reached on an 
error that scored Puntin, but 
Bishop looked at a called third 
strike by reliever Bouchard to end 
the game. Pittsfield managed 
seven hits against three Dalton 
hurlers. 

A key play for Pittsfield came 
in the bottom of the first as 
O’Donnell led off with a triple. He 
tried to score on a passed ball 
when Ladley struck out, but Dal- 
ton catcher Ryan Garvey threw a 
strike to pitcher McGovern to get 


O’Donnell. Wr | %> 
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Making tracks 


A lone ice fisherman makes his way along the heavily r 
_makes — utted by the ; 
: surface. of Onota Lake in Pittsfield, which has been and vebiehis of rmeneoorniea! a las te 


= —— 3 ; - . : . - - ae ene end 7 - . < 4 . . 
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Mark Germanowski scoops ice from fishing hole at Pontoosuc Lake. On | 


~ his cap are two medals marking his former world-record tiger muskie. Wi | 
ALS Se 





Taking the plunge 


Inspired by the balmy 
Daniel McIntosh, 20, | 
_ jumped_off the dam into 


en 


|New beach 


at Onota 
still closed 


PITTSFIELD The new 
beach area at Burbank Park on 
Onota Lake remained closed 
yesterday following a report 
that the bacterial count of the 
water was still high. 

The closing was first ordered 

| Tuesday when the high bacte- 
rial count was found. John C. ‘ 
‘Marchesi, city director of rec- 
reation, blamed the presence 
of Canada geese droppings. He | 
said the geese have been visit- 
ing the beach this year in un- |, 
usually large numbers. 


| 


{ 
| 
) 


Area posted 


The new beach is now) 
posted against swimming, and/j, 
supervised swimming has been ! 3 
moved to the old Onota beach | 

some distance to the south. \ 
4 Hours are 10 to 6. ) | 
The Park Department said / 
| that a new bacterial count will |} 
be taken this morning to de- 


termine if the new beach can 


be oe Yes? i $n 


weather, Randy 22, 
both of 55 Briggs /Ave., Pittsfield, 


McIntosh, 22, and yesterday afternoon. This 


of the day. 


previous record for a Feb. 


the icy .waters of Onota Lake 


New beach reopening at Onota 


; ter at the new beach area at 

IELD — Yesterday’s tests of wa 

1 eee park show a much-reduced bacterial count, se a : 
will reopen for supervised swimming today from 10 to 6, s 


Marchesi, director of recreation. 
The beach was ordered closed Tuesday 


was found by the city’s Health Department. M 


count was the result of Canada geese droppings. H 


geese have been visiting the beach this year in unus 


ers. ake 
elle Ahe new beach area was closed, supervised swimming 


moved to the old Onota beach, some distance 36 re south. Marchesi 
i ; rea. J 
said lifeguards will now return to the new beacn a ,, Jy 


when a high bacterial count 
archesi said the high 
e noted that the 
ually large 


os 
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was their fourth, and last, Swim | 


The temperature soared to 49, breaking the 


9, set in 1949, by three degrees. | 


LS 


Protect Pontoosuc 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


I read with interest the article 
about the near drowning of a 
woman at Pontoosuc Lake [Eagle, 
_ July 30] in the wake of a motor- 
_ boat. 

As I was driving over the mall 
road and came upon the view.of* 
Pontoosuc, my thought was this.is 
one of the most exquisite sights 
in Berkshire County. At that very . 
moment a motorboat began to: 
spew a trail of black smoke. Mo- 
torized boats have no place on 
this small lake. 

What this lake needs is a pas- 
sionate protector like North Ad- 
ams’s George Fairs of tke 
Windsor Lake. Is there anothér 
steward to step forward to protéct 
this precious resource? om 


BLANCHE DEMAGALL, 


93 Summer St. ol } 49 is 


Adams 
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_ Placing rainbows 


| Leo M. Daly, the state’s district fisheries manager, steers 


whi irvi 
ile Joseph Kirvin pours rainbow trout into Onota Lake fees ie bon ant tak Wyte hal ghey Be! Ca 
a e. | 
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‘ Onota Lake gate 
will be locked 


each evening 


PITTSFIELD — The Board of | 
Park Commissioners has an- | 
nounced that starting tonight, the — 

gate at Onota Lake will be locked 
each evening at 8:30 and unlocked 
each morning. | 
- The gates are locked to prevent 
vandalism and late-night distur- 


bances. lisaal\an 
yy > cl Jap 
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Dog days - 


| Buffy, owned by Laurie Austin of Pittsfi j ) as 
i the cool waters of Onota Lake: ittsfield, gets relief from yesterday’s heat and pualty 
~~ i > 
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Coming In 
In an earlier day, the cruise boat Sheila was a familiar sight as she plied 
the waters of Pontoosuc Lake. Here, in 1964, she is entering the channel 


on the way to her dock near the dam. 


While Jeanne Hopfenspirger swims, 
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Geese force 
beach closing 


PITTSFIELD — The new beach 
area at Burbank Park on Onota 
Lake has been closed, and city 
officials blame it on nightly visits 
by Canada geese. 

John C. Marchesi, director of 
recreation, said a high bacteria 
count caused by goose droppings 
forced the closing, but he hopes a 
new bacteria count will make it 
possible to reopen the beach to- 
day. 

Meanwhile, he said, the old 
beach area some hundreds of 
yards to the south has been 
opened to supervised swimming 
between 10 and 6. Otherwise, 
there would be no supervised 
Swimming at public beaches 
available in Pittsfield. The city 
has not staffed the Pontoosuc 
Lake beach this year. 

Marchesi said that for some 
reason Canada geese have been 
frequenting the lake in great 
numbers this year. One Thomas 
Island resident reported seeing 
36 geese one morning on her 
lawn. 

The closing was ordered Tues- 
day after tests by the city Health 
Department. Marchesi said ef- 
forts are being made to remove 
the goose excrement and reduce 
the chance of further contamina- 
tion. In the meantime, he said, 
signs have peen placed warning 
swimmers not to use the old 


beach area. ) fo is / O25 f 
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her collie Shiloh gets a free ride on Pontoosuc | 


| 





Shooting geese 
is criminal 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE: — 


I would like to add to Peter 
Deacon’s excellent letter to the 
editor [Eagle, Sept. 8]. George L. 
Darey, as chairman of the state 
Fisheries and Wildlife Commis- | 
sion, should supposedly know | 
something about nature — or else 
he should be dismissed from his | 
post. Goose droppings, like all | 
animal waste, far from being a 
pollutant, are an excellent fertil- 


_ izer. “The droppings of thousands 


i 
’ 
| 


| 
| 


of geese, grazing day after day in 
a field, add substantially to the 
fertility of the soil.” (“The World | 
of the Canada Goose” by Joe Van | 
Wormer, J.B. Lippincott & Co.) To | 
shoot these beautiful birds, is a) 


crime. 


<> |} 
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MADI LANIER | 
Sheffield 
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aking a splash | lols / 


_Yesterday’s hot and humid weather attracted a crowd the Burbank Park part of the lake. More sticky weather 
Onota Lake in Pittsfield. These youngsters were playing forecast for today. 


and Cruising . 
by in a speedboat were among those making waves in Pontoosuc 


These jolly lads whizzing 
Lake on Thursday. 





Season Opener 
After weeks of cold and rainy weather, summer conditions descended on Thursda y. Immediately, 


these happy tanners, Margaret Stewart, Shannon Estes and Michelle Stewart, took to the public 
lawn at Pontoosuc Lake. 


ag | y/ 
Going Nowhere S89 
Conked-out twosome is in a boat on the shore of Francis Island in Pontoosuc Lake. This was in 
1956. 7 





Beach at Burbank Park 


closing for season early 


By Mary-Jane Tichenor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — After a shorter than usual] eight-week season, 
the Supervised swimming area at Burbank Park, Onota Lake, 
will close for the season tomorrow, another victim of the city’s 
budgetary cuts. 

The beaches, both the one at Onota Lake and another at 
Pontoosuc, usually are open for a 10-week season. Because of 
the lack of funds, Pontoosuec wasn’t opened at all, and the Onota 

' Lake season was curtailed. Labor Day weekend is the usual 
closing time. 

“All recreational programs were cut by $30,000, and I think 
that will explain everything,” said John C. Marchesi, director of 
recreation for the Department of Parks and Recreation. Those 
programs include Little League and soccer. 

With the lowest budget ever, $364,400, the park department 
was able to provide lifeguards for only one beach, the new one 
at Onota. And that beach had to be closed for a time last month 
when Canada goose droppings caused a high bacterial count 
and supervised swimming had to be moved to the old Onota 
beach to the south. 

The city’s 10 playgrounds opened July 2 for a six-week 
children’s recreational program that ended Aug. 10, two weeks 


earlier than in the past. ee 
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Picnic 
With the arrival of summerlike weather, picnics like this one oe 
suddenly blossomed at Pontoosuc Lake. x 


No liteguard tor Pontoosuc 


@ PARKS, from Bl 


Heights, Clapp, the Common, 
Crane, Deming, Highland, Kirvin 
Memorial, Marchisio Memorial, 


Pitt and Wilson parks. 


Bianchi said that the budget 
calls for 12 paid employees, : in- 
cluding five seasonal laborers, as 
compared to 18 last year. ‘That 
doesn’t include the park directors 
or park police,’ he said. That 
compares with 27 full-time staff 


members in 1981. 


lake,” Smith said. ‘“‘It’s sickening. 
The grass in some places is four 
feet high. If I let the grass in my 
back yard grow that high, my 
neighbors would be all over me. . 
. it has nothing to do with money. 
It’s just simple, little tiny main- 
tenance jobs that need to be done 
and could be done by volunteers. 


Whoever is responsible should be - 


ashamed.”’ 
Smith said that during his term 


staff this summer includes Sarah 
Tynan, assistant recreation su- | 
pervisor, who is in charge of the 


playgrounds. She replaces | 
Claudia Williamson, who has left. | 


A playground leader last year, 
Tynan will be a junior at the 


‘ University of Massachusetts in 


the fall. 

Jennifer’ Ellery, a Westfield 
State College senior, is beach- 
master at Onota; Steven Laurin, 
supervisor of aquatics, and Shyla 


as mayor, when Proposition 21% 
‘‘made things worse than they are 
from 10 to 6, and the gates will now, I always tried to at least 
. open at 5:30 a.m. and be closed at mow the grass, paint the picnic 
_ 8:30 p.m. Until the season opened tables and get the beaches looking 
_and the Pittsfield Police Depart- reasonably decent.”’ 
_ment took over opening and clos- ‘‘The beach there [at 
ing the gates for the season, pontoosuc] is very poor,” Sloper t Berkshire Community College 
Pittsfield Park Commissioner said. ‘‘There was a seawall there, in the fall, 1S arts and crafts su- 
Roger Sloper did the duty himself and it was torn down, and we  Pervisor and visits all of the 
because there wasn’t enough wanted to have another one put parks. Jeffrey Austin, a Notre 
_money to pay anyone to do it, he jn You can’t keep sand on that Dame sophomore, is sports su- 
_ Said. beach — too steep.’ pervisor. — 

Thirteen park security officers “When T came on hoard in 1956 The.c~~ jal needs program at 
JROLa LAKE duu ous ium tits ab and now we're down to IUWL. -——— VY ALVES AQauvy. AS) Siseowmaee 
Pontoosuc. A sign that said Marchesi said yesterday. He also ‘Specifies the number of children 
swimming was “at your Own has five seasonal employees to do ‘hat may be supervised by ea oh 
risk’’ was attached to a tree at sich things as cut the srass and: aide, Marchesi said. “We had te 
Pontoosuc, but John C. Marchesi, —jnsta}] park equipment — swings, advertise twice,’ he said, adding 
the department’s director of rec- for instance. _ that counselors who have special 
reation, said he understands that ‘People have been very patient needs training were hired. 


someone has taken it down. with us,” he said. D.R. Bahlman of the Eagle staft 
The condition of Pontoosuc and The Recreation Department’s aiso contributed to this story. 


the grounds surrounding it is ] Se 
ViNee /' iD 


Ruffer, assistant beachmaster. 
There also are three lifeguards 
manning the beach, which will be 
open seven days a week. 

Each park has two leaders. 
Amy Lee, who will be a freshman 


The Onota beach will be open 


va 


a tp eS nar ta 
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‘‘absolutely deplorable,’ said 
former Mayor Charles L. Smith, | 
who said ne has lived in the vi- | 
cinity since he was 5 years oid. | 

“tT am totally discouraged and | 
disgusted with the looks of this | 


“LR 
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The Pontoosuc beach, in a photo taken in Tuesday’s sunny weather, lacks a lifeguard and almost lacks swimmers. 


No lifeguard for Pontoosuc 


Parks Dept. 


budget cuts 
limit staff 


By Mary-Jane Tichenor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — With its lowest 
budget ever — $364,400 — the 
Pittsfield Department of Parks 
and Recreation can provide life- 
guards for only one of its two 
beaches, Burbank Park at Onota 
Lake. The public beach at Pon- 
toosuc Lake, while open, has no 
lifeguard on duty. 


The department’s budget last 
year was $525,970, Daniel L. 
Bianchi, the city’s financial and 
administration director and part- 
time treasurer, said yesterday. 
The budget cuts began with 
Proposition 2%. In 1981, the de- 
partment had a budget of $706,081. 
In 1982 it was cut to $616,692. 


On another front, 10 city play- 
grounds opened July 2 for a six- 
week children’s recreational pro- 
gram, to end Aug. 10. They’re 
open five days a week from 9 to 12 
and 1 to 5. In addition, a special 
needs program will be run behind 
Highland School each weekday 
from 9 to 3. 


The 10 playgrounds are at Allen 
PARKS, continued on B2 
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Shaunna McNeice, Alison Claffie, Kelly Williams and Jen Heath cool off in the waters of Pontoosuc Lake. 


Outdoor air can be bad for you 


Ozone level rises as stagnant heat lingers 


By Steve Moore 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — During the current heat 
wave, Berkshire County, like most of the 
state and the Northeast, has been experi- 
encing slightly unhealthful air quality that 
should prompt people with heart or respi- 
ratory problems and elderly residents to 
limit their physical activity, officials warn. 

David Howland, air quality specialist 
with the Department of Environmental 
Protection’s Springfield office, said an air 
mass that has been stagnant for the last 
three days is the culprit. 

The combination of high temperatures 
and strong sunlight has caused an increase 
in ground-level ozone, he said. Ozone is an 
irritant to the lungs and throat even in 


healthy persons. 

“The key is to reduce respiration through 
exertion,” Howland said. 

While Wednesday’s ozone reading, 0.13, 
was only slightly above the 0.12 threshold 
from moderate to unhealthy conditions, 
Howland said, the DEP still is advising 
residents to take appropriate precautions. 


Air quality is predicted through com- 
puter models based in Boston, Howland 
said. Though physical monitoring of air is 
no longer done in Berkshire County, pre- 
dictions for the area are based on data 
gathered several years ago, when there was 
a monitoring station in Pittsfield. 

Howland called air quality a regional 
problem because the general flow of 
weather brings ozone with it, irrespective 


of political boundaries. Thus about half the 
ozone in Western Massachusetts air origi- 
nated in the metropolitan New York area. 

The highest readings in the state often 
are at the Quabbin Reservoir, a large un- 
populated watershed reserve in the center 
of the state. 

Ozone is formed when volatile organic 
compounds, such as are produced in large 
quantities by automobile exhausts, com- 
bine with nitrogen oxides in the presence 
of ultraviolet light. 

“The irony, of course,” Howland said, “is 
that ground-level ozone is a health hazard 


and we want to reduce its presence, while 
if atmospheric ozone is reduced, that’s also 
a health hazard. Down here it’s bad and up 
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Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Airborne 
Paul Miller, 16, of Pittsfield goes off a homemade ramp at Mrs. Murphy’s Lakeside Restaurant at Pontoosuc Lake in Pittsfield. 
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Craig 2 Walker / Berkshire Eagle Statt 
Easy does it 413) 4 


Joseph Mindocha flicks his line one-handed while fishi 
; ed 
Saturday from the causeway of Onota Lake. seule 


Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Stal 
Kil tv 

Stephen Guerin of Dalton prepares his boat for the Wednesday Night 

Motley Crew YMCA Sail Race Series on Pontoosuc Lake, Pittsfield. 


ig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


i>] 40. 


Pontoosuc Lake from dock 


Warren Keeler of 60 Bull Hill 
behind his workshop. 
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Under the Pines 


The towering pines of the public picnic grove at Pontoosuc Lake 
provide a pleasant, airy site for passive recreational pursuits. 


f 


Stretched out on a boulder at the edge of Onota Lake, this sunbather will 
certainly get tanned, if not burned. 


Off Course _ BIX)40 
That handling a canoe does not come naturally was convincingly demonstrated by this 
bunch in 1958 at the YMCA Canoe Club at Pontoosuc Lake. : | 





On Pontoosuc Lake Thursday, four guys 3 
Lid f ys tn racing canoes bend to their t 
annual Josh Billings RunAground. Such si ay 


sure they won’t tip over during the race. 
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Wildlife? Only if it’s convenient 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE: — 


On a recent morning I saw what 
will surely become a sign of a 
new harvest season. In the same 
way that deer are sometimes 
driven in panic out of the woods 
during the annual deer harvest 
(hunting season), it appears that 
the Canada geese harvest has 
done a similar thing to these 
beautiful birds. While riding my 
bicycle through the center of 
Dalton, with gas stations on all 
sides of me and the traffic ev- 
erywhere, I had to put on my 
brakes to avoid slamming into a 
group of about seven geese that 
were wandering in a state of con- 
fusion in the middle of the road. 


It is not unusual to see semi- 
domesticated mallards crossing a 
busy road from one pond to an- 
other, but this was a whole new 
thing. These were wild birds 
whose daily patterns of feeding in 
local fields and returning to 
ponds af night had been suddenly 
disrupted by hunters taking ad- 
vantage of a special permitted 
season. The harvest is intended 
to reduce the menacingly large 


population of Canada geese. In a 
way this should be a celebration 
of the successful return to pros- 
perity of a wildlife population 
that is on the up and up. If they 
were not so darn successful they 
would not need to be controlled, 
right? 

It is sad, however, to see this 
control taking the shape of what 
is so typical of regional wildlife 


management. In the absence of | 


predator populations, the solu- 
tion to too much wildlife is to 
shoot them. I am a bit more sym- 


pathetic to the need to harvest | 
the deer herd because that al- | 
ternative is a population regu- | 
lated by its food supply and the | 


sight of the sick and starving deer 
all winter is a pretty grim one. 

But what is the problem with a 
large goose population? Where 
are the complaints coming from 
and how is the quality of the 
goose population diminished by 
its present numbers? Are they 
that big a problem to golfers? Are 
goose droppings fouling our 
swimming areas that badly? 

It seems to me that we want 


wildlife, but only if it is conven- | 


¢ 


ient. If our patterns and behavior- 
are affected even slightly then it 
is time to come down on the an- 
imals. The presence of wildlife 
has become one more highly 
regulated aspect of our lives and 
in the case of the Canada geese I 
think it is a sad transformation. 


TIMOTHY, CRANE 


F/19 ($d. 


Windsor 





5 » NO doubt preparing for tomorrow’s 14th 
ghts have been frequent on Berkshire lakes lately as canoeists strain to make 


Fishing the day away 


Two anglers take advantage of autumn sunshine and calm Waters to get in some time fishing 


Leslie Noyes / Begkshire Eagle Ste 


September summertime PY 9, /y, 
Two people relaxed Friday in chaises beside Onota Lake in Pittsfield while a dog swam and people waded. 
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Conspirators 


Huddling together, three small athletes are plotting strategy — 
during a kickball game Thursday on Pittsfield’s First Street 
Common. 


Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


] Applicants sought 
High climber A/D9/h | - for Highland program 


‘Sonja Garrity, 8, watches the world go by below her from PITTSFIELD The Depart- 


ment of Parks and Recreation is 
| eke A ae ne monkey bars at the playground at Clapp Park | idee sehepithe apclications tur the 


fat Staff of the Highland Special 
Needs Program. 

Application forms are being 
accepted at the Department of 
Parks and Recreation, 874 North 
St., Monday through Friday be- 
tween 9 and 5. 

There are still positions open 
for the playgrounds and beaches. 
For further information, one may 
contact the Department of Parks 

. and Recreation. 
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Playground Schedules 7/5/12) 


| July 16 — 20 
_ Monday 


Allen Heights: Morning — bulletin board 
decorating, penny hunt contest. Afternoon — 
_ nature bracelets, horse. 

/ Clapp: Morning — bulletin board, sports 
supervisor. Afternoon — nature hunt, spud. 

| Common: Morning — ghost in the grave- 

, yard, egg people. Afternoon — home run 

derby, arts and crafts supervisor. 

Crane: Morning — sports supervisor, bul- 
| letin board. Afternoon — bike rodeo, bobbing 

| for apples. 

| Deming: Morning — bulletin board, arts 

_ and crafts supervisor. Afternoon — prison 

ball, British bulldog. 

__ Highland: Morning — capture the flag, the 
blob. Afternoon — arts and crafts supervisor 

thumper. 

Kirvin: Morning — dodgeball, shoe-kicking 
/ contest. Afternoon — peanut hunt, tag. 
Marchisio: Morning — arts and crafts su- 
| pervisor, park cleanup. Afternoon — scaven- 
| ger hunt, family drawing contest. 
| Pitt: Morning — bulletin board, soccer 
game. Afternoon — sports supervisor, flower 
pots. 

Wilson: Morning — bulletin board, face 
painting. Afternoon — bubble gum blowing 
contest, sports supervisor. 

_ Tuesday 

| Allen Heights: Morning — bottle cap contest, 
| Sports supervisor. Afternoon — ghost in the 
_ graveyard, arts and crafts supervisor. 

, Clapp: Morning — silent ball, paper plate 
/ puppets. Afternoon — red light green light, 
soccer game. 

Common: Morning — shootout, soccer. 
Afternoon — art projects, British bulldog. 
| Crane: Morning — king and queen of park, 

arts supervisor. Afternoon — story contest, 
lollipop licking contest. 

Deming: Morning — run the bases, bas- 
ketball, afternoon, dodgeball, British bulldog. 

Highland: Morning — go tag, wonderball. 
Afternoon — tee ball, catch the dragon tail. 

Kirvin: Morning — sports supervisor, bas- 
ketball game. Afternoon — arts and crafts 
supervisor, soccer drills. 
| Marchisio: Morning — balloon people, na- 
| ture hike. Afternoon — sports supervisor, 


* silent ball. 


Pitt: Morning — arts supervisor, egg ba- 
bies. Afternoon — Trip to King Cone, nature 
pictures. 

Wilson: Morning — plant flowers, relay 
races. Afternoon — lake day. 


_ Wednesday 


Allen Heights: Morning — hide and seek, 
, Car wash (11:30-1). Afternoon — _ soccer 
_ game, freeze tag. 

| Clapp: Morning — red rover, wheelbarrow 
| races. Afternoon — car wash, scavenger 
hunt. 

Common: Morning — 4-square, car wash 
(11:30-1). Afternoon — 4 leaf clover hunt, 
_ lemonade stand. 

Crane: Morning — crayon etching, stuffed 
animal contest. Afternoon — car wash, 
what’s in the clouds? 

_ Deming: Morning — car wash. Afternoon 


— home run derby, soccer. 

Highland: Morning — skin the snake 
game, bird watching. Afternoon — nature 
hike, car wash. 

Kirvin: Morning — ultimate frisbee, spud. 
Afternoon — car wash. 

Marchisio: Morning — family story hour, 
push up contest. Afternoon’ — car wash, 
trivial pursuit. 

Pitt: Morning — hopscotch, family stories. 
Afternoon — car wash, story hour. 

Wilson: Morning — car wash. Afternoon — 
Crab leg races, shootout. Also car wash, 10 
to 4, at the Big Y. 


Thursday 


Allen Heights: Morning — arts supervisor, 
capture the flag. Afternoon — crab races, 
uno tournament. 

Clapp: Morning — home run derby, frisbee 
toss. Afternoon — arts supervisor, 20 ques- 
tions. 

Common: Morning — sports supervisor, 
quiet games. Afternoon — leapfrog, wheel- 
barrow races. 

Crane: Morning — flag football, cracker 
whistle contest. Afternoon — father-son day, 
tug of war. 

Deming: Morning — hot potato, monkey in 
the middle. Afternoon — sports supervisor, 
water balloon toss. 

Highland: Morning — frog catching, leaf 
collecting. Afternoon — spelling race, balloon 
buddies. 

Kirvin: Morning — coloring contest, vol- 
leyball game. Afternoon — water game, 
sports supervisor. 

Marchisio: Morning — rock family, sports 
supervisor. Afternoon — family charades, arts 
and crafts supervisor. 

Pitt: Morning — breakfast with leaders, 
macaroni jewelry. Afternoon — lake day (1-4). 

Wilson: Morning — sing-along, arts and 
crafts supervisor. Afternoon — family picnic. 


Friday 


Allen Heights: Morning — nature tag, Simon 
says. Afternoon — family time, spud. 

Clapp: Morning — macaroni necklaces, hot 
potato. Afternoon — sports supervisor, British 
bulldog. 

Common: Morning — arts supervisor, 
Siamese relays. Afternoon — prison ball, 
water balloon toss. 

Crane: Morning — marshmallow race, 
sports supervisor. Afternoon — picnic, trea- 
sure hunt. 

Deming: Morning — freeze tag, arts su- 


pervisor. Afternoon — bike races, miniature | 


golfing. : 
Highland: Morning — rice pictures, peanut 

people. Afternoon — 

toothpick crafts. 


Kirvin: Morning — relays, obstacle course. | 


Afternoon — sing-along, self portraits. 


Marchihsio: Morning — family feud, shoe- | 


throwing contest. Afternoon — speedball, 
mini golf. 

Pitt: Morning — double dutch contest, 
spud. Afternoon — arts supervisor, dandelion 
hunt. 


Wilson: Morning — sports supervisor, fin- | 
gerpaints. Afternoon — arts supervisor, park | 


cleanup. 


sports . supervisor, | 


| 
| 


‘ 


' 
: 
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Playground Schedules 


July 23 — 27 
Tomorrow 


Allen Heights: Morning — make scary 
masks, ghost stories. Afternoon — sports 
supervisor, arts supervisor. 

Clapp: Morning — bulletin board, candy hunt. 
_ Afternoon — nature walk, red rover. 
Common: Morning — peanut people, sports 
supervisor. Afternoon — scariest mask con- 
test. 


Crane: Morning — mask making, ghost in the 
graveyard. Afternoon — tumbling masquerade 
party. 

Deming: Morning — bulletin board, poster 
contest. Afternoon — basketball, sports su- 
pervisor. 

Highland: Morning — arts supervisor, dress- 
up day. Afternoon — capture the flag, trick or 
treat. 

Kirvin: Morning — ghost stories, mask mak- 
ing. Afternoon — arts supervisor, bubble gum 
contest. 


Marchisio: Morning — British Bulldog, make 
pinata. Afternoon — pumpkin drawing, bob 
for apples. 


Pitt: Morning — sports supervisor, ghost in 
the graveyard. Afternoon — Halloween pa- 
rade, ghost stories. 
Wilson: Morning — soccer game, arts su- 
pervisor. Afternoon — dress up contest, 
bobbing for apples. 


Tuesday 


Allen Heights: Morning — decorate park, 
whistle contest. Afternoon — Santa stories, 
reindeer races. 

Clapp: Morning — arts supervisor, silent ball. 
Afternoon — grab bag, around the world. 
Common: Morning — dodge ball, capture the 
flag. Afternoon — lake day. 

Crane: Morning — secret Santa, Christmas 
carols. Afternoon — sports supervisor, 
Christmas party. 

Deming: Morning — secret Santa, make or- 
naments. Afternoon — arts supervisor, prison 
ball. 

Highland: Morning — grab bag, sports su- 
pervisor. Afternoon — tug of war, scavenger 
hunt. 

Kirvin: Morning — show and tell, make 
stockings. Afternoon — peanut hunt, arts 
supervisor. 

Marchisio: Morning — make X-mas cards, 
clothespin ornaments. Afternoon — grab bag, 
cotton santas. 

Pitt: Morning — decorate park, arts supervi- 
sor. Afternoon — Christmas carols, checker 
contest. 

Wilson: Morning — sports supervisor, deco- 
rate party. Afternoon — secret santa, reindeer 
races. 


Wednesday 


Allen Heights: Morning — pick up park, 
make Valentines. Afternoon — coloring con- 
test, nature hike. 


Clapp: Morning — sports supervisor, make 
Valentines. Afternoon — TV tag, around the 
world. 

Common: Morning — water balloon toss, arts 
supervisor. Afternoon — sports supervisor, 
shootout. 

Crane: Morning — arts supervisor, shoe kick- 


ing. Afternoon — candy heart hunt, soccer. 
Deming: Morning — make valentines, blind 
Abrbl buff. Afternoon — cat and rat, dodge 
all. 

Highland: Morning — make valentines, mac- 
aroni crafts. Afternoon — face painting, arts 

supervisor. 

Kirvin: Morning — scavenger hunt, sports 

supervisor. Afternoon — peanut hunt, arts 

supervisor. 

Marchisio: Morning — make heart magnets, 

‘cutest couple. Afternoon. — arts supervisor, 

make tissue flowers. 

Pitt: Morning — rock painting, softball. After- 

noon — sports supervisor, crayon. 

Wilson: Msrning — make valentines, jelly 

bean hunt. Afternoon — soccer game, spud. 


Thursday 


Allen Heights: Morning — sports supervisor, 
arts supervisor. Afternoon — a tisket-a tasket, 
nature hike. 

Clapp: Morning — hot potato, Easter egg 
hunt. Afternoon — lake day. 

Common: Morning — 4-square, flag football. 
Afternoon — New Year's banner, car drawing 
contest. 


» Crane: Morning — egg hunt, egg toss. Af 


ternoon — Simon says, bunny hop. 

Deming: Morning — make paper eggs, 
sports supervisor. Afternoon — movies. 
Highland: Morning — egg hunt, ghost in 
graveyard. Afternoon — bunny trails, sports 
supervisor. 

Kirvin: Morning — duck duck goose, soccer 
game. Afternoon — candy hunt, hike. 
Marchisio: Morning — color eggs, weaved 
eggs. Afternoon — gymnastics, candy hunt. 
Pitt: Morning — bunny hop contest, bunny 
pictures. Afternoon — egg hunt, candy hunt. 
Wilson: Morning — arts supervisor, decorate 
eggs. Afternoon — sports supervisor, egg 
hunt. 


Friday 


Allen Heights: Morning — 4 leaf clover hunt, 


British bulldog. 

Clapp: Morning — red light green light, hill 
races. 

Common: Morning — ultimate frisbee, home 
run derby. 

Crane: Morning — 4 leaf clover hunt, human 
pinball. 


petnlng: Morning — freckle contest, clover 
unt. 

Highland: Morning — clover hunt, hide and 
seek. 

Kirvin: Morning — dodge ball, coloring con- 
test. 

Marchisio: Morning -- clover race, shamrock 
designs. 

Pitt: Morning — Irish sing-a-long, Irish jig 
contest. 

Wilson: Morning — green day, swinging 
contests. 

*** Erom 1-4 there will be the annual carnival 
at the Common. All parks will have a 5-cent 
booth and there will be arts and crafts. 
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July 30-Aug. 3 
Tomorrow 


Allen Helghts: Morning — bulletin board 
decorating, arts supervisor. Afternoon — cap- 
ture the flag, uno tournament. 

Clapp: Morning — kickball, pie. Afternoon 
— color game, nature bracelets. 

Common: Morning — bulletin board deco- 
rating, 2-on-2 tournament. Afternoon — 
swimming at Boys’ Club, arts supervisor. 

Crane: Morning — baby picture contest, 
soccer. Afternoon — mini olympics, crazy hat 
contest. 

Deming: Morning — bulletin board deco- 
rating, frisbee. Afternoon — tug of war, color- 
ing contest. 

Highland: Morning — nature bracelets, 
hide and seek. Afternoon — arts supervisor, 
drawing contest. 

Kirvin: Morning — soccer, 4 square con- 
test. Afternoon — prison ball, nature hike. 

Marchislo: Morning — bulletin board dec- 
orating, sit-up push-up contest. Afternoon — 
home run derby, 3 legged race. 

Pitt: Morning — arts supervisor, checker 
tournament. Afternoon — cracker whistle 


contest, 4 square tournament. 

Wilson: Morning — bulletin board decorat- 
ing, park clean up. Afternoon — graveyard, 
tumbling. 


Tuesday 


Allen Heights: Morning — bike race, tag in 
woods. Afternoon — water balloon toss, 
British building. 

Clapp: Morning — grandmothers trunk, red 
rover. Afternoon — penny hunt, TV tag. 

Common: Morning — nature walk, ghost in 
the graveyard. Afternoon — run the bases, 
leap frog. 


Crane: Morning — frisbee tournament, arts | 


supervisor. Afternoon — relay races, dance 


contest. 

Deming: morning — see saw balancing 
contest, what’s in the clouds? Afternoon — 
volleyball, home run derby. 

Highland: Morning — 4 leaf clover hunt, 
human pinball. Afternoon — freeze tag, cap- 
ture the flag. 

Kirvin: Morning — coloring contest, foot- 
ball. Afternoon — arts supervisor, lake day. 

Marchisio: Morning — arts supervisor, 
bean tamborines. Afternoon — 4 square con- 
test, hackey sack. 

Pitt: Morning — coloring contest, jump 
rope tournament. Afternoon — funniest joke 
contest, leaf picture. 

Wilson: Morning — relay races, wiffleball 
practice. Afternoon — collages, British bull- 
dog. 


Wednesday > 


Allen Heights: Morning — baseball card 
trading, prison ball. Afternoon — funny face 
contest, monkey in the middle. 

Clapp: Morning — hot potato, arts super- 
visor. Afternoon — tunnel tag, British bulldog. 

Common: Morning — dragon tail, soccer 
drills. Afternoon — siamese relay races, ob- 
stacle course. 

Crane: Morning — basketball bouncing 
contest, pick up park. Afternoon — show and 
share, track. meet. 

Deming: Morning — nature pictures, blob. 


Afternoon — relay races, prison ball. 

Highland: Morning — huntsman, catch the 
dragon's tail. Afternoon — arts supervisor, 
leaf pictures. 

Kirvin: Morning — running races, shoe 
kicking: contest. Afternoon — dodgeball 
game, water fights. 

Marchisio: Morning — twister, hop, skip 
and jump. Afternoon — jump rope contest, 
arts supervisor. 

Pitt: Morning — musical chairs, cross 


\ 


country races. Afternoon — lemon eating 
contest, handstand contest. \ 

Wilson: Morning — arts supervisor, soccer \ 
game. Afternoon — show and tell, nature 


walk. oy) 
Thursday qa 


Allen Heights: Morning — chess tournament, 
arts supervisor. Afternoon — football toss, — 
ghost in the graveyard. | 

Clapp: Morning — snake in the grass, 
silent ball. Afternoon — capture the flag, 
sardines. 

Common: Morning — arts supervisor, 
wonderball. Afternoon — baby picture con- 
test, talent show. 

Crane: Morning — poster contest, finger 
puppet making. Afternoon — movies at 
leader’s house. 

Deming: Morning — crazy hat contest, foul 
shoot contest. Afternoon — mother may |, arts 
supervisor. 

Highland: Morning — flower pots, ghost 
stories. Afternoon — funniest joke contest, 
egg people making. 

Kirvin: Morning — wierdest outfit contest, 
obstacle course. Afternoon — walk to brook, 
best baked cookie contest. 

Marchisio: Morning — magazine collages, 
sports trivia. Afternoon — lake day at Onota. 

Pitt: Morning — pin the tail on the donkey, 
balloon release. Afternoon — arts and crafts 
supervisor, bubble gum blowing contest. 

Wilson: Morning — paper chains, make ant , 
farm. Afternoon — flag football, peanut people 
making. 


Friday 


Allen Heights: Morning — egg toss, scav- | 
enger hunt. Afternoon — volleyball, trip to | 
Hoyts cinema. : 

Clapp: Morning — monkey in the middle, 
human pinball. Afternoon — statue, horse. 

Common: Morning — finger painting, run 
the bases. Afternoon — swimming at Boys 
Club, hot lava. ) 

Crane: Morning — mock wedding, balloon 
decorating. Afternoon — peanut hunt, arts | 
supervisor. | 

Deming: Morning — snake in the grass, | 
pick up park. Afternoon — king cone trip, kids 
choice. 

Highland: Morning — self portraits, arm 
wrestling. Afternoon — whistle contest, 
clothespin doll making. 

Kirvin: Morning — bubble gum blowing | 
contest, relay races. Afternoon — arts and 
crafts supervisor, peanut hunt. 

Marchislo: Morning — arts supervisor, 3 | 
point contest. Afternoon — crackle whistle | 
contest, capture the flag. 


Pitt: Morning — color wars, lollypop licking 
contest. Afternoon — foul shooting contest, 
pet show. 

Wilson: Morning — capture the flag, art 
supervisor. Afternoon — face painting, park 
clean up. 
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Three speed skaters win titles J 


Three members of the Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club captured 
championships last weekend at the Eastern States Long Track 
Championships at Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 

Bill Farry edged teammate Peter Fritzell to take the Senior Men’s- 
B championship. Farry won the title by finishing first in the 800-, 
1,500-and 3,000-meter races while taking seconds in the 500- and 1000- 
meter races for 21 points. Fritzell won the 500 and 1,000 while 
finishing second in the other three events, for 19 points. Pittsfield 
team member John Miraglia finished fourth in the Senior Men’s B 
3,000-meter race. 

Mary Lou DiNicola won the Senior Women’s A Division by winning 
the 1,000, 1,500 and 3,000. She was second in the 500 and 800. 

The Pony Girl crown went to Kate Farry, as she won the 300, 400 
and 500. Farry was second in the 200. Teammate Jennifer Bernardo 
won the Pony Girls’ 200, and finished second to Farry in the other 
three events. 

- Jennyne Tremblay won the Novice Pee Wee class 100, 300 and 400 
races and took third in the 200. Rachel Snyder, another Pony Girl, 
| was second in the 100. 

Alex Goguen, a grand master racer, skated in the 40-55 masters’ 


- division in an effort to gain competition for the North ee 


Nien but failed to score. 
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DiNicola 2nd in speed skating 


Mary Lou DiNicola placed second in the 500-, 800-, 1,000- and 1,500- | 
| meter women’s masters division races at the North American Long 
Track Speed Skating Championships last weekend at Lake Placid, 
N.Y. | 
_ DiNicola’s Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating teammate Alex Goguen, | 
who will be 70 in April and was the oldest participant in the men’s | 
masters division, placed fourth in the 3,000-meter race. | 
Pittsfield speed skating officials taking part were Carl and Pat | 
| Peaslee, Mary Smith, Bruce Clairmont, and Tom and Eee | 
, i ) 4 


Speed skating \ 
NORTH ADAMS — The Viet-— 
nam War Veterans Memorial | 
Rink will be the site of the | 
Pittsfield Winter Carnival’s | 
“Short Speed Skating | 
Championships” Sunday at noon, | 
chairman Carl Peaslee an- 
nounced. Speed skaters from | 
throughout the Northeast will be | 
entered in the first short meet of | 
the current season. The event is 
_ sponsored by the Pittsfield Win- | 
ter Sports Committee of the’ 
Department of Parks and Recre-— 
ation as part of the 45th annual 
carnival. The event is open to the | 


public at.no charge. 2)i5 [40 
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sion is free.to the public. 
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Pittsfield Parks speed skating 4, 


Abby Kingman of the Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club captured | 


| her second divisional title in as many weeks at the Hart Recreation 
Center at Holy Cross College in Worcester. Kingman placed first in| 


_ the 500-, 1,000-and 1500-meter races in the Senior Women’s division. 
| She also placed fourth in the 777-meter race. 


| Mary Parkman was second overall in the Pony Girl division 
claiming a first place in the 444-meter race. Parkman was second in | 


| the 222-, 333- and 500-meter events. 


} 


Jennyne Tremblay, second overall in the Pee Wee Girls division, 


~ took second in the 111-, 222- and 333-meter events. 


Bill Farry, competing in the Senior Men’s B division, was third | 


overall while taking third place in the 500-, 1,000- and 1,500-meter | 
| races. Hank Bautzmann, a Pee Wee boy competitor, finished tied for | 


| third overall. He finished fourth in the 111 and 333 events. 


In novice races, Gary Riello was first in the C division, Jeff | 
Tremblay was second in C division while Nicola Riello tied for first in | 


ane girls’ C division. 3l2zz IG6 


_ meeting Tuesday 
| Pittsfield. 


| Drive, Pittsfield. 


| Pittsfield Speed Skaters to meet 


The Pittsfield: Parks Speed Skating Club will hold an organizational | 
at 7 p.m. at Springside House, 874 North St. in | 


Anyone interested in speed skating is invited to attend. 
The club is also looking for former skaters who are interested in | 
coaching novice skaters. If interested, call Pat Peaslee, 116 Shore | 


4O0fif 90 


Pittsfield Parks’ speed skating results 


The Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating opened its 43rd season by 
winning four divisional championships at the Green Mountain Speed 
Skating Championships held recently in Burlington, Vt. All nine 


members that competed scored points for the Pittsfield team. 
Divisional results for the Pittsfield club were as follows: 


Senior Women’s A: Mary Lou DiNicola (overall champion) — Ist, 


3,000 meter; 1st, 1,500 meter; 1st, 777 meter; 2nd, 500 meter. 


Senior Men’s B: Bob Morrow — (overall champion) 1st, 777 meter; 
1st, 1,000 meter; 1st, 1,500 meter; Tim Sedlock — 2nd, 500 meter; 2nd, ~ 
1 500 meter; 2nd, 3,000 meter; 3rd, 1,000 meter; John Miraglia — 2nd, 
1,000 meter; 3rd, 500 meter, 3rd, 777 meter; 3rd, 1,500 meter; Karl Franz 


| — 4th, 500 meter. 


Pony Girl: Kate Farry (overall champion)— Ist, 992. meter; Ist, 333 


meter; Ist, 444 meter. 


Masters Men: Bill Farry (overall eo-champion) — Ist, 1,500 meter; 
2nd, 500 meter; 2nd, 1,000 meter; 2nd, 3,000 meter; Jeff Parkman — 4th, — 


1,000 meter. 


Midget Girl: Mary Parkman — 2nd, 333 meter; 3rd, 611 meter; 4th, 500 


meter; 4th, 777 meter. 
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Indoor speed skating is Sunday 


The Vietnam Veterans Rink in North Adams will host the Pittsfield 
Short Track Speed Skating Championships Sunday beginning at noon, 
chairman Carl Peaslee has ann 

Skaters from throughout the 


ounced. 

East are scheduled to take part in the 
first short-track meet of the season. The event, part of the 45th 
Pittsfield Winter Carnival, is sponsored by the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee of the Department of Parks & Recreation. Admis- 
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lic and interested voluntegrs... (qq 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield — 


Winter Sports Committee will | 
meet Wednesday. at 7:30 p.m. at | 
» Springside House to discuss final 


| * Winter sports group — Z : 
to meet Wednesday 


plans for the start of the annual | 


queen’s contest. 


Twelve queen contestants will | 
begin selling winter buttons on | 
Friday evening following a kick- — 


off dinner at Giovanni’s. The 
community’s response to the sale 
of winter carnival buttons will 
determine if future winter carni- 
vals will be held. 


Also to be discussed will be the | 
Berkshire Hills Long Track Speed 
Skating Championships, sched- 
uled for Onota Lake on Saturday - 


and Sunday. 


The meeting is open to the pub- 


: 
; 
| 


; 


; 
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Toboggan races 


slated for Sunday 


PITTSFIELD — Toboggan 
races sponsored by the Pittsfield | 
Winter Sports Committee Inc. of | 
the Department of Parks and) 
Recreation are scheduled for | 


/ Winter sports meeting’ 


PITTSFIELD — The 12 Pitts-' 


field Winter Carnival queen con-| 
| testants will be introduced at a/| 
meeting of the Winter Sports | 
| Committee Wednesday at 7:30. 
p.m. at Springside House. Re- | 
| freshments will be served. | 


Sunday at noon at Bousquet Ski | 
Area. The races are open to resi: | 
dents of Pittsfield and adjoiming 
towns. 

The chairman of the event, | 
Raymond Przedpelski of 37 Bea- 
con Ave., said the meet will con- 
sist of events for two-, three- and | 
four-person toboggans. Each to-| 
boggan will make two runs, with 
the better of the two times being | 
recorded. Racers may enter more | 
than one category. Trophies will | 


be awarded to the first three top | 


finishers in each category. 
Only U-shaped wooden tobog- 
gans will be permitted. 


p (2-21 8G / 


Family Day set Sunday 
by winter sports board 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
_Winter Sports Committee of the 
_Department of Parks and Recre- 
ation will hold its annual Family 

_ Day on Sunday at Burbank Park, 


_ Onota Lake. 


The Frank Controy Pavilion will 


| be the headquarters for all activ- 
| ities, which will run from noon to 


4. The only exception is the ice- 


_ fishing derby, which will begin at 
| 7:30 a.m, 


There will be a grand prize for 


largest fish caught in the derby; 


fourth places for men, women, 


_ boys and girls; and a prize for the 


largest fish of any species in each 
division. Only one prize per per- 
son will be allowed. All remaining 
prizes will be raffled, for children 
only. 

Robert and Jean Wood are 
chairmen of the derby, which will 
have a $2 entry fee for adults and 
no fee for children. Registration 
will be between 7 and 11 a.m. 

Sliding races will begin at 1. 


| Skating races will begin at 2 with 


Carl Peaslee in charge. Any type 
of sled and skate will be allowed. 
The four age groups for the two 


| events will be 11 and 12, 8 to 10, 6 
_ and 7 and under 6. Children in the 


under-6 group in the sled races 


must be accompanied by a par- 


ent. 


charge. Registration will take 
place on the lake in the vicinity of 
the pavilion with a $1 entry fee for 
all adults. Golf balls will be fur- 
nished, and prizes will be 
awarded. Participants should 
bring their own golf clubs. 

A snow-sculpting contest for 
families and organizations will be 
held from noon to 4. Trophies will 
be awarded to the winners. In 
addition, Berkshire Community 
College students, under the direc- 
tion of Carlton Maaia, will make 
ice sculptures. 

There will be free balloons, 
sleigh rides, hot-air balloon rides 
and a parachute diving exhibition. 
The Fire Department will have a 
fire engine on display. 

All children entered in activities 
will receive a free hot dog and hot 
chocolate. Other refreshments 
will be available at a nominal fee. 
The kitchen will be under the di- 
rection of Patricia Peaslee. 

Access to the event must be 
made via the Lakeway Drive en- 
trance to Burbank Park off Val- 
entine Road. Berkshire Ambu- 
lance personnel will be on hand 
for first aid assistance. 

Family Day is sponsored by the 
Winter Sports Committee as part 
of the 45th annual Winter ’Carni- 


Toboggans will be available for- 
loan, according to Przedpelski, | 
who said participants should wear | 
heavily padded clothing. — | 

Entry forms are available at 
the Department of Parks and 
Recreation office at 874 North St. 
and will be available on Sunday at) 
the park from 11 a.m. to noon. 
Applicants under 18 years of age | 
must have a parent’s signature on | 
the entry blank. There 1s no entry | 

fee, .e | 
Additional information may be 
sae by calling Przedpelsk. j 


Registration for sliding will be 
noon to 1 and, for skating, noon té 
1:30. There is no charge. Entry 
blanks are available at the De- 
partment of Parks and Recreation 
office at 874 North St. or may be 
obtained at the Controy Pavilion 
at noon Sunday. Ribbons and tro- 
phies will be awarded in each 
division. 

A golf-on-ice tournament will 

_ begin at 1 with Herbert Jones in 
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Onota Lake to host auto ice trials 


Automobiles will dot Onota Lake tomorrow as the Pittsfield Winter | 
Sports Committee and the Mohawk-Hudson Region of the Sports Car | 
Club of America in cooperation with the Berkshire Motor Sports Club 
sponsor the 30th annual ice trials as part of the 45th annual Winter 
Carnival. 

The competition, open to all types of automobiles, starts tomorrow 
morning with registration at 9:30 at the Controy Pavilion at Burbank 
Park, Onota Lake. Timed runs will begin at 11, with drive-throughs 
for course familiarization at 10. 7 | 

The event is a test of driving skill on ice, and since each car runs. 
separately, there is no danger of collision. The winding course is 


_Corrections 


The chairman of the toboggan — 
races sponsored by the Pittsfield | 

- Winter Sports Committee of the | 
_ Department of Parks and Recre- | 
ation and scheduled for Sunday at | 
noon is Ronald Przedpelski. His | 
name was given incorrectly in an | 
item in yesterday’s Eagle. Fur-— 


approximately a mile long. 
ther information on the races may _ Trophies will be awarded for the top third of each class. The 
be obtained by calling him 2 his 


of 2.\ 40! breakdown of classes is as follows, with each class duplicated for 

_ unlisted number, 443-0966. | _ studded tires: Front engine with rear-wheel drive; front engine with 

front-wheel drive; rear engine with rear-wheel drive; four-wheel 
drive; and other specialized vehicles. Helmets must be worn and seat — 
belts used. | 
The entry fee is $10. The chairman is Clark W. Nicholls of Lee. y 
PR IANAO! . * ota 





\ 


‘Toboggan races. | City Ski Meet draws 52 racers 


| are rescheduled 7 | Matthew Wichman of Lenox had the fastest boys’ age alae’ 
PITTSFIELD — The annual | | Beth Berube of Pittsfield paced a field of 52 pe ane iv 
toboggan races sponsored by the. girls, who took part in the annual Pittsfield City Ski Mee 


| Pittsfield Winter Sports Commit-.| ~ _ Bousquet Ski Area. Trophies were awarded : ae de anaiee aan 
tee of the Department of Parks — sca _ three age groups, with separate categories for those w 


and Recreation, which were. | eres _ formal ski training. 
postponed last Sunday, will be | - Results:are as follows: 
held this Sunday at whe Pousdues | and Girls 7 and under: 1. Amanda Bush, 27.90; 2. Sarah Knight, 31.86; 3. Sarah “aa ae 

'Skiarea. — } : Girls 8-10: 1, Addie Egan, 24.01;:2. Kristen: Costa, hae Woitkowski, 27.73. 

: . | ; -13: 1. Shelby Groves, 23.36; 2. Michelle Gla ; 29.U/. ; 

aug neces: will pee at zsier | Bee 7 aie URGE, . Eric Latimer, 25.43; 2. Trevor Groves, 27.03; 3. Craig LeDuc, 27.50. 

_and entry blanks may be obtained — | Boys 8-10: 1. Jeff LeDuc, 22.66; 2. Justin Olewnik, 23.39. 

at the race site before noon. En- | - Boys 11-13: 1. William Glander, 23.78; 2. Stephen Ane sy 

| | | | TRAINE . | 

| trants under 18 years of age must | Girls 8-10: 1. Shenna Coty, 22.29; 2. Dasen Woitkowski, 22.32; 3. Beth O Bonnell, 22387. a | 

have a parent's signature on the Girls 11-13: 1. Mary Beth Berube, 20.75; 2. Kathleen SATS ACY aaah Ellicson, 21. | 
entry blank. The event is part of | Boys 7 and under: 1. W. Ryan Brown, 25.16; 2. Jeffrey Shouldice, 26.27. 


~ | 
i cy! ; ; 3. Robert Kilian, 23.32. gc 
: . r Sey -10: 1. Patrick Dwyer,-21.51; 2. Patrick Collins, 22.00; 2: 
the 45th Pittsfield Winter Carni- | ) ae a Matthew Wichmann, 17.85; 2: Matt Harrington, 20.03; 3, Brad Stewart, 20.15. 2\\% | 


UNTRAINED 
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p eating Club offers, : SSS les sesssssssunaniesassssceens 
- f€arn-to-skate pr | : 
Ské Oosgram | We I h B k h 
S , | 
PITTSFIELD _ The Pittsfield | | | n t . veoh : vai 
Parks Speed Skating Club, in | 
Conjunction with the Department 


of Park | : 
arks and Recreation, wi]] | Police: lee on lakes not safe yet 


-Skate Program 
PITTSFIELD — Some people are treading on thin ice in Pittsfield, 
and the Police Department wants them to Stop before tragedy strikes. 
Pen to | The police have issued a warning to'the public that the ice on area 
€n, will begin | lakes is not thick enough to support people who have unwisely chosen 
ma oe eee Dec. 26, and will 7 to walk on it. | 
a.m. to 12-45 ° iC aah Be from 11:45 “I took a drive by Pontoosue Lake today and I had to use the public 
Boys and Girls Clup ce nel address system to call people in off the ice,” said Raymond Shogry, 
Registration f auing rink. ' community and youth services officer for the Pittsfield Police De- 
will be day a the program | partment. “The ice may be two or three inches thick in one spot, then 
Pui’ at the pa: rom 6:30 to 7:15 twenty feet away you've got open water. You need a minimum of six 
fice, 874 North ' ’ inches of ice before It’s safe. . 
fee will be $9 ie i OE ile Shogry said police will continue to use the public address systems 
sions. Registration w ir Ses- tj . _ on cruisers to call people off the ice until it is deemed safe. 
to the first 60 skaters . “We’ve -had enough trouble in this city lately, and the last thing we 
: ee) Xia) GD. need is another tragedy.” 


The program Which j 
all Pittsfield childr ai 


Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle taff, 


- On thin ice Sle: 


Joe Weed, Russell Gates and Kurt Schultheis skate at Skaters said they realized the ice was only a few 


Sunset on the north edge of Pontoosuc Lake while others hazardous inches thick at this point in the season, and. 


choose a safer course in the security of a boat. The they did not plan on going far from Shore. | 
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Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
pen water 
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| Usually, thick ice covers Pontoosuc Lake by this time of year, but this winter there is still 
in places, like this spot off Bull Hill Road in Lanesboro. 
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The right stuff 12.) 9/4 


Joseph Whittington, 6, of Pittsfield doesn’t look at all unhappy after taking a spill on 
The snow obviously feels good on his face. Almost 4 inches of snow fell in Pittsfield. 


his sled at Clapp Park.” 
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Winter Carnival Queen Contest begins tonight 


PITTSFIELD — The 45th an- 
nual Pittsfield Winter Carnival 
begins tonight with 12 young la- 
dies competing in the carnival 
queen contest sponsored by the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Commit- 
tee. 

A dinner hosted by the Queen’s 
Committee will be held for the 
contestants and their mothers at 
Giovanni’s Restaurant. Winter 
Carnival Buttons, which will be 
sold for 50 cents, will be issued. 
This is the only fund-raiser the 
committee will have this season. 

In order to be eligible for judg- 
ing of winter carnival queen and 
lady-in-waiting, each contestant 
must sell a minimum of 1,000 
buttons. Judging will be Feb. 16 
prior to the Winter Carnival Ball 
at Itam Lodge. The winners will 
be selected by a panel of three 
judges and selections will be 
based on poise, appearance, per- 
sonality, expression and under- 
standing of winter carnival activ- 
ities. 

The sale of winter carnival but- 
tons is a separate contest and has 
no bearing on judging of the 
queen or lady-in-waiting. The 
contestant who sells the most 
buttons will receive a_ special 
award and the queen and lady-in- 
waiting also receive special 
awards in addition to the various 
gifts donated by local merchants 
and banks and purchased by the 
Winter Sports: Committee. Con- 
testants also will choose a Miss 
Congeniality, who will receive an 
appropriate remembrance, ac- 
cording to Mrs. Philip Delmolino, 
contest chairman. 


This year’s contestants are: 

Danielle M. Britain, 18, daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. John Britigan 
of Orebed Road, is a 1989 gradu- 
ate of Pittsfield High School. She 
attends Berkshire Community 
College and is employed by 
Berkshire County Savings Bank. 
She has been a volunteer for Spe- 
cial Olympics and was a cheer- 
leader and teacher’s aide while in 
high school. She would like to re- 
ceive her associate’s degree in 
marketing or in the executive 
secretarial program. She is spon- 
sored by Berkshire County Sav- 
ings Bank. 

Stacy D. Chojnowski, 17, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Louis A. 
Chojnowski of 334 Barker Road, is 
a senior at Taconic High School. 
She is captain of the cheerleader 
squad, class president and serves 
on the prom and dance commit- 
tee. She enjoys dancing, aerobics, 
psychology and children. She 
plans to attend college to receive 
a teaching degree in elementary 
education. 


Melinda A. Gomes, 17, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Gomes of 31 
South Carolina Ave., is a senior at 
Pittsfield High School. She is a 
member of the Pittsfield High se- 
lect chorus and string ensemble; 
she plays violin and sings. She 
was accepted into the 1990 West- 
ern Massachusetts Chorus and 
has been a member of the 
school’s track team for three 
years. She is a member of the 
Pittsfield Figure Skating Club and 
is a volunteer for the Special 
Olympics. She has sung at many 
social events in Pittsfield repre- 
senting PHS. She would like to 
attend college and major in mu- 
sic, industry and business. She is 
employed by the Pittsfield Price 
Chopper and is being sponsored 
by Salon Experience. 


Staceylynn Icard, 21, daughter 
of Mr..and Mrs. Daniel A. Icard 
of Old State Road, Lanesboro, 
was a 1986 graduate of Mount 
Greylock Regional High School. 
She attends Berkshire Community 
College and: majors in theater. 
She is on the Student Senate and 
social affairs committee and a 
member of the BCC Players. She 
enjoys acting, dancing and read- 


_ ing. She is employed at County , 


Seat at the Berkshire Mall and 
tends bar at Club Nouveaux, 
which is her sponsor. She would 
like to finish her bachelor’s de- 
gree and go on to earn her mas- 
ter’s degree in fine arts while 
auditioning for stage, film and 
television. 


Jennifer L. Larow, 20, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Dale A. Larow of 
51 Marlboro Drive, is a 1988 
graduate of Pittsfield High 
School. She transferred from 
Champlain College and now at- 
tends Berkshire Community. Col- 
lege, where she is in the hotel- 
motel-restaurant program and 
will graduate this year. She was 
on the board of Christian educa- 
tion and active in the fellowship 
at First Baptist Church, where 
she also sang in the choir. After 
finishing college, she would like to 
move on to a larger city and pur- 


sue her career in hotel-motel 
management. She is employed by 
Paper Works at the Berkshire 
Mall and Brannigan’s in Lenox. 
She is sponsored by the Civitan 
Club. 


Kimberly J. Lenihan, 17, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Lenihan of 11 Leslie Drive, is a 
senior at Pittsfield High School. 
She enjoys water and downhill 
skiing and is a member of the 
track team, French Club, Pep 
Club, Theater Club and a volun- 
teer for Special Olympics. She 
would like to attend college and 
study marketing. She is employed 
part time at Samel’s Deli, which 
is her sponsor. 

Billy-Jo T. Peaslee, 17, daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Dufur of 53 Chickering St. and 
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Peaslee of 
Southbridge, is a junior at Pitts- 
field High School. She is an office 
aide there and also is employed 


part time as a counterperson at 
Misty Moonlight Diner. She would 
like to attend college for business 
administration and accounting. 
She is sponsored by D&D Clean- 
ing. 

Shery! M. Phillips, 17, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Phillips 
of 113 Harryel St., is a senior at 
Pittsfield High School. She re- 
ceived the Marian Award, was*‘on 
the school diving team and par- 
ticipates in the Students Against 
Driving Drunk. She enjoys read- 
ing and music and would like to 
become an executive secretary. 
She is sponsored by Beloit Jones 
Division, Dalton. 


Rebecca L. Rotti, 17, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence J. 
Rotti of 160 Gale Ave., is a senior 
at Taconic High School. She is 
president of the Students Against 
Driving Drunk organization, 
sports editor of the yearbook, 
captain of the ski team and a 
member of the Travel Club and 
Academic Decathlon. She has 
volunteered at the Red Cross 
bloodmobile and is a Special 
Olympics volunteer. She enjoys 
skiing and plays the piano. She 
has been a member of the varsity 
soccer team for four years and 
track team for two years. She 
would like to attend college and 
major in psychology and then go 
on to law school. 


Dina M. Triceri, 18, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Triceri of 110 
Winesap Road, is a senior at 
Pittsfield High School where she 
is a cheerleader. She was vice 
president of the Mount Carmel 
youth group and enjoys singing 
and dancing. She is employed 
part time by Wilson’s Suede and 
Leather Shop in the Berkshire 
Mall. She would like, ip ajtend 


college and become a registered 
nurse. She is sponsored by Oasis 
Hair Design. ere 

Shelley A. Wandrei, 17, daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Steven St. 
Peter of Main Street, Dalton, is a 
senior at Wahconah Regional 
High School. She has_ been 
homeroom representative for four 
years, on the executive board, 
Prom Committee and captain of 
the varsity swim team. ‘She en- 
joys sports and writing poetry and 
is employed part time at Chase 
Ballou in Allendale. She would 
like to attend college for cosme- 
tology. 

Tammie C. Wheat, 18, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wheat of 
19 Aberdeen Road, is a junior at 
Pittsfield High School, where she 
is in the cosmetology program. 
She enjoys skiing, ice skating and 
aerobics. She would like to attend 
college to become a professional 


hotographer. f 





Chairman named 
for carnival queen 


annual ball 


PITTSFIELD — Ms. Sheryl 
Garner-Gorton was named 
chairman of the annual: Winter 
Carnival Queen’s coronation ball, 
to be held Feb. 16 at Itam Lodge. 


The ball is the culmination of 
the queen’s contest sponsored by 
the Pittsfield Winter Sports 
Committee Inc. of the Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation. 
Contestants: who have sold their 
quota of 1,000 Winter Carnival 
buttons during the three weeks of 
Sales will be judged by a panel of 
three judges. The 1990 Winter 
Carnival queen and _ lady-in- 
waiting then will be selected. 


Tickets are available* at the 
Department of ‘Parks and Recre- Sheryl Garner-Gorton 
ation office at 874 North St. or 
from Ms. Garner-Gorton, 60 also may be made by calling the 
, Howard St. Table reservations chairman after 6 p.m. 
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‘When the hot-air-balloon rides were canceled at yest 
W: erday’ 
winter-carnival family day because of gusty ini on Onibts 


Lake, balloonist James Chubbuck and collea I : 
Garner donned comical, inflated costumes and owned. 


IN 





Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Joseph Magner, 10, takes his turn during sled races in the Pittsfield Winter Carnival family 
day yesterday at Onota Lake. The sled races attracted 64 youngsters from 6 to 12 years old. 


Family day ot Winter Carnival 
attracts many despite weather 


PITTSFIELD — Eleven com- 
petitors braved gusty wind and 
watery ice to play nine holes of 
golf on Onota Lake yesterday 
during the Pittsfield Winter Car- 
nival’s family day activities. 

The adverse weather conditions 
resulted in cancellation of several 
events, including speed skating, 
hot-air balloon rides and para- 
chute jumping. 

In the golf on ice match, there 
were two holes in one. The only 
female golfer, Lori Keller, made 
her ace on the second hole, and 
Glenn Carr made his on the 
eighth hole. The winners for the 
day were: first, Jeff Kellar with a 
31; second, Glenn Carr, 35; and 
third, Pete Kellar, 38. | 

Grand prize in the fishing derby 
went to Bob Kubica, 1 Taconic 


Island, for a 21'4-pound pike, 414 
inches long. 

Men’s first place went to Rich- 
ard Kellogg, 32 Branch St., for a 
234-pound, 18%4-inch bass. Second 
was Randy McIntosh, 55 Briggs 
Ave., a pickerel, 2 pounds; 2 
ounces, 20% inches; and third, 
Bob Pruyne of Lanesboro, pick- 
erel, 1 pound, 1 ounce, 17% 
inches. 

Placing first for boys was 
Bobby Heally Jr., pickerel, 1714 
inches, 1 pound, 6 ounces; second, 
Shawn Frazer, pickerel, 17% 
inches, 1 pound, 1 ounce; third, 
Malcolm Frazer Jr., pickerel, 16 
inches, 12 ounces; and tied for 
fourth, Bob Pruyne, perch, 9% 
inches, 3 ounces, and Josh Ben- 
nett, perch, 9% inches, 3 ounces. 

Girls’ first was Jennifer Tobin, 


perch, 10 inches, 342 ounces; and 
second, Jodi Melle, perch; 8% 
inches, 3 ounces. 

First prize in the snow sculp- 
ture contest went to the George 
Phillips, Marty Phillips and Tony 
Phillips families, all of Backman 
Avenue, for ‘The Onota Ex- 
press,’’ a locomotive. Second 
were Patrick and Shaun Van 
Bramer and family for ‘‘The Big 
Wheeler.’’ Third prize went to the 
Melle families of Barker Road for | 
‘The Turtlesaurous.”’ 


Sled races 


In the. sled races, for boys 5 and 
under: first, Andrew McKeever, 
and second, Eddi Pezze; ages 6 
and 7: first, Justin Healy, second, 
Patrick Magner, and third, Jamie 
Cimini; ages 8 to 10: first, Joe) 
Magner, second, Bill Kenney, and | 
third, Stanley Dziewanowski; and 
ages 11 and 12: first, David | 
Dickhaus, second, Donald Nagy, | 
and third, Aaron Garner. | 

Also, girls 5 and under: first, 
Heather Parsley, second, Lisa 


Dobson, and third, Alicia Sicotte; 


ages 6 and 7, first, Alicison Rob: | 


-ertson, second, Erinn Kennedy, 
_and third, Lindsey King; ages 8 to | 


10, first, Shannon McKeever, 


second, Melissa Cimini, and third, 


Ryann Kennedy; and ages 11 and 
12. first, Nicole Gorton, and sec- 
ond, Julie Polanski. | LA ao ) 
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‘To the Editor of THE EAGLE: eo ee ee 
e _ Sometimes we ‘don’t "appreciate 
| what we have until it is gone: This — 
_year’ may be: the: Jast year for” 


Pittsfield’s Winter Carnival,” 


ede ie 


ane 


Each year since 1946, when, fhe 
| Department’ ‘of Parks’ and Recre-. 
ation enlisted. volunteer supoprt to - 


form a Winter Sports Committee, - 


Pittsfield has sponsored a’ ‘winter 4 


carnival to. involve: the Citizens of — 
‘greater. Pittsfield i in’ a ‘celebration - 
of. the winter, season.: This‘ year,. 
‘on’ Jan. 21; Family: Day included ~ 
an ice fishing derby; snow sculp- ~~ 
ture contest;, sliding races, golf on 
‘ice and: sleigh: rides. Still to. come. 


,are: the ice trials of Feb.-17 and 


118, the city, Skit meet: on. Feb...10, 


‘and, on Feb. 1B the. sores - 


SEES skating. dee lee 


baiteeacks 


set rg Sy Se) 
we ss 
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‘to nae these events she Winter 
~ Sports” Committee h has- always 
held two events: a wife ‘Sports 
“equipment sale- ‘and the - sale. ‘of 
“Winter Carnival buttons by” the 
carnival queen contestants. This’ 
year the fund raising rests. ‘solely: 
on. thé «shoulders © of ° the “young 
women selling’ buttons,. aS. there 
_ was no equipment. Sal@oo caste 
- Business owners can ‘give. V in- 
ie Garniyal. their support. by. al. 
lowing the queen “contestants - to. 
~ sell 7 buttons- on. their premises. 
“Individuals - can show. their, Sup: 
~ port. for the efforts of these.’ “vol- 
u feers. by. buying. buttons. Ey- 
yone working together will help 
ewisure.. another. . year. f for er: 


. eee: 
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City Ski Meet scheduled Saturday 


veThe- yee Pittsfield. City. ‘Ski- Meet, a Pittsfield. WW inter. a 


“event, has been scheduled Saturday at 10 a.m. at Bousquet Ski ‘Area. 
“. The race, sponsored by the Pittsfield Winter. Sports Committee and). 


‘Department of Recreation, will Cons’ ' 
‘to children’ ‘ages: 13 ‘and under. ‘Trophies és will be ‘aw tee 


“open: 


ist, of an. easy ‘giant slalom’ 


ie od a ERY 7 


an ae 


top. three: finishers in trained and untrained, girls’ and Boys" ¢ 


ries in age divisions 7 and under, 8-10 ‘and 1L-13 ete 
ney forms: ‘are available at the Department . Of Recreation 0 offic 


30 En 
ke 874 North 


ust’ have an’ ent 


is 


Sta and at at ‘Bousquet 1 up. ‘to the: time of ithe’ race, ‘All ent 
y form: signed by a ‘parent or guardian. Further 


= sachet Ees ter 


trants | 


‘information. may be obtained fro seein ev oe chairman David J Melle 63 


fle Ave., after. 5 p.m. 


The hard way 


Crashing during their run in yesterday’s Pittsfield 
Winter Carnival toboggan races at Bousquet Ski Area 


Se 


are Jeff LeDuc, in front, 
left, and Justin Olewnik. 


ar ne Fa. o 
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Craig LeDuc, 
Story on B2. 


Mark Mitchell / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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painfully in her toboggan race 


PITTSFIELD — Parks Com- 
missioner Roxanne Spence suf- 
fered contusions of the thigh 
muscles when her first-place four- 
person toboggan team took a spill 
at the finish line at yesterday’s 
Winter Carnival toboggan races 


at Bousquet Ski Area. 

Spence said teammates Julie 
Polanski and Nicole Gorton 
brought her the trophy as she lay 
in excruciating pain in the emer- 
gency room at Berkshire Medical 
Center. 


Ice races draw 36 drivers 


Thirty-six drivers competed last weekend in the Pittsfield Winter © 
Carnival Ice Trials, hosted by the Berkshire Motor Sports Club at 
Burbank Park on Onota Lake. | 

Eight classes of vehicles competed over the 1.5-mile course. The | 
fastest time on Saturday (2:01.45) was registered by Gary Virgilio of 


Pittsfield. Scale i | 
: On Sunday, David Cook of Housatonic clocked 2:11.02 for the fastest 


time in. the Green Machine class. | 
The next meeting of the winter sports committee will be held | 


Wednesday, March 7 at 7:30 p.m. at Springside House. 


Saturday results 
Front-wheel drive studded — Kurt Weiss, Stephentown, N.Y., (2:03.33) 
Front engine, front drive bolts in tires — David Cook, Housatonic, (2:07.89) 
Green Machine — Cook, (2:07.40) 
4-wheel drive un-studded — Cook, (2:23.30) 
Front engine, rear drive — John Fairweather, Pittsfield, (2:16.51) 
4-wheel drive bolted tire — Chuck Fuller, Lee (2:18.97) 
Front-wheel drive un-studded — Alan Claffie, Dalton, (2:34.21). 
Sunday results 
Front-engine front drive with bolted tires — Cook, (2:13.07) 
Front drive studded — Wilson Wright, Stockbridge, (2:18.28) 
Front engine rear drive — Fairweather, (2:35.04) 
4-wheel drive un-studded — Richard A ray (2:31.81) 
-wheel drive un-studded — Claffie, (2:41.02 
a caer: rear drive un-studded — Paul Dunnell, Chesterfield, N.H., (2:42.76). 


~~ a wy 


. It was worth it,”’ said Spence, 
who works for GE and was Mayor 


Anne Everest Wojtkowski’s cam- 
paign treasurer last year. ‘I like 
to win.”’ 


_ The toboggan track at Bousquet 
was very fast, with loose granular 
Snow conditions, said event 
chairman Ron Przedpelski. Many 
Spectators braved the cold, windy 
weather to watch 30 teams careen 
down the steep hill. 


Spence said she and her 
brother, Eric, had not planned to 
race but joined Polanski and 
Gorton when they asked for help 
in making a four-person team. 


The race results: 
Two person 


First — Kevin Tibbetts, East 
Road, Lee, and Michael Saulnier, 
141 Madison Ave., Pittsfield. 

Second — Randy Northrup, 24 
Onota St., Pittsfield, and Phil 
Farrar, 9 Chatham St., Pittsfield. 

Third — Julie Polanski, 21 Aus- 
tin Ave., Pittsfield, and Nicole 
Gorton, 60 Howard St., Pittsfield. 


Three person 


First — Dorothy Dupont, 
Shadow Land Cove, Cheshire; 
Mary King, 88 Edward Ave., 
Pittsfield; and Farrar. 

Second — Rocco Errichetto, 17 
Second St., Dalton; Phil Green, 21 
Third St., Pittsfield, and Scott 
Green, 1073 Dalton Ave., Pitts- 
field. 


Four person 


First — Roxanne Spence, 1450 
North St., Pittsfield; Eric Spence, 
6 Woodside Ave., Dalton; Gorton 
and Polanski. 

second — Melinda Green, 21 
Third St., Pittsfield; P. Green, 
Errichetto and S. Green. 


Third — Michael Brzostek, 9 
Spaniol St., Pittsfield; -Michael 
Root, 16 Dexter Ave., Pittsfield: 
Farrar and Northrup. 
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The queen for 1990 


Shelly Wandrei of Dalton was crowned Winter Carnival queen last night 
at the Queen’s Coronation Ball at the Itam Lodge. Story, Page B2. 2 I Be 
e 


Shelly Wandrei named 


Winter Carnival queen 


PITTSFIELD — Shelly Wandrei 

of 642 Main St., Dalton, was 
crowned 1990 Winter Carnival 
queen at last night’s Queen’s 
Coronation Ball at the Sons of 
Italy Itam Lodge. 
The event was sponsored by the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Commit- 
tee of the Department of Parks 
and Recreation as part of its 45th 
annual Winter Carnival. 


The 1989. Winter Carnival 


Queen, Carrie Farrell, crowned 
the new queen, who is the daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Steven St. 
Peter. Wandrei, who wore an 
aqua mist gown, was escorted by 
Rick Barnes. 

Wandrei will receive $100 from 
the Pittsfield Winter Sports 
Committee and a $200 savings 
bond donated by Comfed Savings 
Bank, in addition to other gifts 
donated by local businesses, 
merchants and banks. She is a 
student at Wahconah Regional 
High School. 

Selected as lady-in-waiting was 
Stacy Lynn Icard of Old State 
Road, Lanesboro. She is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel 
Icard. She was crowned by last 
year’s lady-in-waiting, Alisa 
Fabino, and was sponsored by 
Club Nouveaux. She wore a white 


Satin gown and was escorted by 
Tim Campoli. 

Ieard will receive $50 from the 
Winter Sports Committee, in ad- 
dition to other gifts. She is a 1986 
graduate of Mount Greylock High 
School. 

Rebecca Rotti of 160 Gale Ave., 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Law- 
rence Rotti, was this year’s top 
Winter Carnival button seller, 
peddling 1,707, for which she re- 
ceived $50. She is a student at 
Taconic High School and was es- 
corted by Matthew McGovern. 

Chosen Miss Congeniality was 
Stacy Chojnowski, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Chojnowski of 
334 Barker Road. She is a student 
at Taconic High School and was 
escorted by Mitchell McKnight. 

A total of 13,350 Winter Carnival 
buttons were sold by the 12 queen 
contestants. The profit from the 
sale of buttons defrays the ex- 
penses of the Pittsfield Winter 
Carnival and also assists winter 
sport competitors and organiza- 
tions to further their efforts in 
competition outside the local 
area. 

All contestants received gifts 
donated by local merchants, 
banks and the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee. 
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Future of Winter 


By Mary-Jane Tichenor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The fate of the 
annual Pittsfield Winter Carnival 
may be determined tonight at a 
meeting of the Winter Sports 
Committee of the Department of 
Parks and Recreation. 

The committee, a group of vol- 
unteers, will decide whether it 
will continue to provide the city 
with the carnival. 

An inadequate number of vol- 
unteers is one reason the carnival 
may not take place, according to 
committee member Patricia 
Peaslee. 

“The other thing is our doing 
away with the winter sports 
equipment sale that’s been one of 
our two fund-raisers,” she said. 

The other fund-raiser was the 
sale of Winter Carnival buttons 
that netted $2,989 to help defray 
the carnival’s costs, which were 
$7,900 last year. 

The committee’s last sports 
\equipment sale two years ago 


brought in $3,200 toward carnival 
expenses. But the event was not 
held last year because of liability 
problems connected with selling 
such equipment as skis and boots. 
The committee had to dip into its 
reserves for carnival expenses. 

If the group decides to con- 
tinue, election of officers will be 
held for the 47th year, and addi- 
tional volunteers will be needed. 


‘In limbo’ 


“We’re in limbo right now,” 
Peaslee said, and Gail Garner has 
continued as chairman because 
elections, usually held in the 
spring, were postponed. 

“Some of us have been on the 
committee a long time,” said 
Peaslee, a member since 1957. 

About six couples are now the 
core of the committee, she said, 
and other volunteers assist from 
time to time. 

She said it would be too bad to 
see the end of a Pittsfield tradi- 
tion. 


Carnival in doubt | 


The Winter Carnival has pro- 
vided Pittsfield with various 
events such as a winter sports 
equipment sale, queen’s contest, 
a winter carnival ball, various ski 
events, ice skating events, tobog- 
gan races, motor sports ice trials 
and a family day that consists of 
ice and snow sculpture, golf on 
ice, ice fishing derby, sliding and 
Skating races, hot air balloon 
rides, and sleigh rides. 

These events are available to 
the public free or for a nominal 
fee. 

“T really do think we’ll make a 
go of it at least one more year,” 
said Peaslee. “I hate to see it go. 
I’ve made a lot of friends, I’ve 
come into contact with a lot of 


different people and it makes the © 


winter go by an awful lot faster.” 


Tonight’s meeting begins at 7:30 
at Springside House. 

Additional information may be 
obtained by calling Gail Garner of 
92 Holmes Road or Patricia 
Peaslee of 116 "G] al A 


14 


Delmolino chairs 


carnival contest 
PITTESHIELD i= Pamela Del- 


soconntnne ~~ 


molino of 170 Maple Grove Drive 
will be chairman of the annual 
Winter Carnival queen contest 
again this year, Ronald Przed- 
pelski has announced. 

Przedpelski is chairman of the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Commit- 
tee of the Department of Parks 
and Recreation, sponsor of the 
carnival. 

Applications now are available 
to single girls from 17 to 2] years 
of age who live, attend school or 
work in Pittsfield or live in an 
adjoining town. 

Each contestant must. sel] a 
minimum of 1,000 carnival buttons 
in order to be eligible for judging 
at the queen’s coronation ball on 
Feb. 8 at Itam Lodge. 

The contestant with the highest 
score during judging will be cho- 
sen queen, and the runner-up will 
be named lady-in-waiting. They 
and the highest button seller will 
receive gifts. The sale of buttons 
has no bearing on the judging. 

Applications may be obtained 
from Delmolino or at the De- 
partment of Parks and Recreation 
office in Springside House, 874 
North St. Deadline for filin ap- 


plications is Jan. 2. Jara F A. 


Carnival 


is cut back 
but survives 


PITTSFIELD — The annual 
Pittsfield Winter Carnival will 
continue this year as long as 
limited funds hold out, ac- 
cording to decisions made by 
the Pittsfield Winter Sports 
Committee. 

The fate of the carnival had 


‘been in doubt, but the com--: 


mittee has decided to press on 
with it. 

However, a number of the 
carnival’s customary events 
will be eliminated. These in- 
clude the button-design . con- 
test, the winter sports equip- 
ment sale and the Berkshire 
Hills Outdoor Speed Skating 
Championships. 

The major fund-raiser, the 
committee decided, will be the 
winter carnival queen contest, 
for which the souvenir winter 
carnival buttons are sold. The 
design for the button will be 
created by the committee, 
which for ideas can draw on 45 
button designs from previous 
years. 

Further carnival plans will 
be discussed by the Winter 
Sports Committee at a meeting 
tomorrow at 7:30 p.m. at 
Springside House, headquar- 
ters building of the Pittsfield 
Department of Parks and Rec- 
reation. 

Anyone interested in assist- 
ing with carnival events is in- 
vited to attend thé eeting. 
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Mike Casey 
Out of baseball for now 


Casey gives up Pittsfield Mets 


Murphy takes over team; Eastern League plans fall through 


By Howard Herman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Mike Casey’s career as a 
baseball owner has come to an abrupt halt, as 
he has turned over control of the Pittsfield 
Mets of the New York-Penn League to his 
longtime partner Rick Murphy. 


Not only is Casey out of baseball in Pitts- 
field, but he is out of baseball completely, as 
his plans to purchase the Williamsport, Pa., 
franchise in the Class AA Eastern League, 
and move it to Binghamton, N.Y., also fell 
through within the last month. 


“The Mets will be here next year,” assured 
Murphy, who will hold the title of president 
and general manager. “The only difference is 
that I'll be operating the team myself.” 

Casey said the transfer of ownership to 


Murphy, who has been the team’s co-owner 
since the partnership formed in 1987, involves 
no money. 

Pittsfield is in the final year of a three-year 
player development contract with the New 
York Mets. Pittsfield does have an option 
year for 1992. 


Eleven-month effort fails 


The curtain has also apparently come down 
on the saga of Binghamton’s effort to get 
minor league baseball, something Casey had 
been actively attempting to establish. 

“I worked on the project for 11 months,” 
Said an obviously disappointed and frustrated 
Casey yesterday. “We couldn’t finish the rest 
of the project because of the delays.” 

Those delays included a lack of a stadium, 
one for which ground still has not been bro- 


ken in Binghamton. The tussle between major 


and minor league baseball over player de- | 


velopment agreements forced the New York 
Mets to take an option year with Jackson 
(Miss.) of the Southern League, instead of 


relocating to Binghamton. Williamsport had | 


been a Seattle affiliate. 


“Binghamton blames us, that I didn’t finish | 


purchasing the team,” explained Casey. “J 
don’t think that’s accurate. We had problems 
getting the financing when they didn’t build 
the stadium.” 

It appears to be a Catch-22 situation, as 
Binghamton banks wouldn’t lend the city or 
stadium developer Wilmorite Inc. of Roch- 
ester, N.Y., the money for construction with- 
out ownership. But Casey couldn’t get finane- 
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ing without ground being broken for a sta- 
dium. 

Murphy, director of sales Wayne Soares, 
and newly hired general manager Scott 
Brown had been in Binghamton during the 
fall, attempting to drum up sales for the team. 
But the day before Thanksgiving, Binghamton 
mayor Juanita M. Crabb said the battle be- 
tween the major and minor leagues over a 
player development contract, coupled with 
the lack of progress on the stadium, had 
ended Binghamton’s hope for an Eastern 
League team. The following Monday, Murphy 
and company left Binghamton. 


Financial, personal problems 


Casey and Murphy helped re-establish 
Pittsfield in minor league baseball when they 
moved the Mets from Little Falls, N.Y., three 
years ago. They met Friday and Casey gave 
Murphy the option of taking over the team. 

“I ran into problems with the Binghamton 
situation, and I’ve got some personal situa- 
tions that developed,” Casey explained yes- 
terday. “To save things, I turned the team 
over to Rick to protect the Mets in Pittsfield.” 


This ends a Cinderella story for Casey, who 
struggled to bring the Mets to Pittsfield three 
years ago. In their first two years, the Mets 
set New York-Penn League attendance 
records, and the Mets won the McNamara 
Division championship in 1989. 

“Baseball’s been my whole life,” replied 
Casey, when asked if he was disappointed in 
what has happened. “This has been my 
dream.” 
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Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
In happier times, former Pittsfield 
Mets President Mike Casey smiles as 
he joins Mayor Anne Everest Wojt- 
kowski to announce three-year lease 
agreement in 1987 for use of Wahconah 
Park. Casey has surrendered his in- 
terest in the team to co-owner Rick 
Murphy. 


Murphy said he and Casey, from time to 
time, had casual discussions about one part- 
ner or the other taking complete control. 

“If you analyze businesses, eventually one 
of the partners becomes a sole owner. It’s a 
common business practice,” Murphy said. 


of Pittsfield Mets 


However, the move did catch him by surprise. 

“If you were to have asked me a month ago 
if this were going to happen, I’d have said 
no,” added Murphy. 


New York-Penn League president Leo 
Pinckney, who was also surprised by Casey’s 
decision, praised him for his activity in the 
league. Pinckney will consult the league’s 
attorney tomorrow to be certain, but said he 
doesn’t think the transfer to Murphy would 
require approval by the league’s membership. 

“AS long as it’s a transfer and since Rick 
was already in the organization, it shouldn’t 
be a problem,” said Pinckney. “If somebody 
was coming in from outside the organization, 
that would be different, and it would have to 
be approved by the league.” 

Murphy, a former Taconic High and Boston 
College baseball standout, is beginning to 
make plans for the 1991 baseball season. He 
will be hiring front office staff, and expects 
the staff to be the same number as last year. 
However, Murphy said he hasn’t begun to 
think about who will be working for the Mets. 

One thing Murphy was emphatic about was 
that he wanted to take control of the Mets, to 
keep them in Pittsfield. 

“I felt the city needs that local ownership. 
It’s important to have local Ownership, be- 
cause that gives you the foundation to build 
on,” he explained. “I weighed the possibility 
of selling instead of running the team. I could 
sell to outside interests, but they could move 
the team. 


“The city has been very good to us. Al- 


though we’ve bickered in the past, I look 
forward to continuing our relationship with 


them,” added Murphy. ha aa 
/X/1b 19% 
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Now owns Mets outright 





By Bill Everhart 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


ia 
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There was a hint of spring in the air 
_ yesterday, and spring offers a hint of 
_. baseball. Yesterday’s mild weather 
_ provided an appropriate backdrop to the 
| Pittsfield Mets’ hot stove dinner at the 
_ Berkshire Hilton. 

“At the major league level they might 
be talking lockout,’’ said Pittsfield Mets’ 
president Michael Casey to a gathering 
of media and Mets supporters. “But 
we're talking baseball.”’ 

The owners’ threatened lockout of 
spring training because of their inability 
to agree with the Players’ Association 
on a revenue-sharing procedure has cast 
a pall on the upcoming major league 


baseball season. But Gerry Hunsicker, . 


the New York Mets’ director of minor 
league operations, told yesterday’s 
gathering that a lockout shouldn’t affect 
the minor league season. 


‘Business as usual’ 


“T can’t conceive of any way it could 
affect the minors, except in an extreme 
case in which the lockout lingered until 
the summer and teams decided to cut 
costs by closing down their minor 
league operations,”’ said Hunsicker. 
“But we’re looking on the positive side, 
and our plan of attack is business “as 
usual.”’ 

Casey said the Pittsfield Mets are well 
into their preparations for the upcoming 
season, which will begin with Opening 
Day ceremonies June 19 featuring 
baseball commissioner Fay . Vincent, 
who will throw out the first ball. New 
York Mets’ president Fred Wilpon is 
expected to attend, and because the 


tsfield Mets talk baseball 


Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Gerry Hunsicker 
Lockout won’t hurt Pittsfield 


Oneonta Yankees will be the visiting 
team, Casey has invited New York 
Yankees’ owner George Steinbrenner, 
like Vincent a Williams College sradu- 
ate, to participate in the festivities. 


Sun screen, one more time 


In an interview last night, Casey dis- 
cussed the latest in a series of plans for 
a centerfield sun screen at Wahconah 
Park, this one featuring a large, new 
football press box. The Mets had hoped 
to purchase a drive-in movie screen and 


, not lockout 


plant it behind the fence, but that pro- 
posal ran into opposition from the* city | 
Conservation Commission, which ex-) | 
pressed concern about the wetlands 
abutting the fence. The Parks Commis- 
sion has been planning a new football 
press box, and Casey hopes that the 
Mets, by contributing financially, can 
help the commission build a press box 
long enough, and high enough, to block 
the sun and prevent it from setting in 
the eyes of batters. vale 

Casey said the proposed press box ™ 
would consist of three decks, one for | 
reporters, a second for coaches.and a 
third for photographers. John Marchesi, 
the head of the city’s Department of 
Parks and Recreation, is working on the 
particulars. a 

Casey also=diScussed several other 
items of business involving the Mets: 


» He announced that Deborah Pul- 
asky of Pittsfield has been hired as 
director of sales and promotion and will 
also be in charge of the business office. 
Casey said that Adam Froelich, the 
Mets’ general manager last season, had 
not been offered a contract for this 
season. 

“Ag the season progressed, Rick 
[Mets’ vice-president and co-owner 
Murphy] and I assumed most of the 
duties: of a general manager, SO that 
position became an extra one,” ex- 
plained Casey. He said Murphy would 
hold the titles of president and general 
manager. 

>» Casey said the Mets made a profit 
of roughly $70,000 in 1989. He added that 
about 70 per cent of that money has 
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been plowed back into the Mets’ 1990 budget. Much | 
of that money will be used to resurface the outfield, 
_ which was chewed up in football season, and make 
' some improvements to the foul territory around the | 
infield. | 
> Only 14 season ticket holders did not renew for | 
the 1990 season, giving the Mets a 9% per cent 
renewal rate, according to Casey. The team has sold 
680 season tickets and has 46 more customers on a 
| waiting list. 


Night football games 


may resume in Pittsfield 


By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Night football apparently will return to 
Wahconah Park starting tomorrow night. 

But if it does, Mayor Anne Everest Wojtkowski says it will not 
be the direct result of.action Tuesday by the Pittsfield City 
Council, which approved a petition from Councilor Peter G. 
Arlos asking the mayor to appropriate $1,200 to pay for the 
lighting of Wahconah Park for two games. 

-“T can tell you that right now, we're holding up all appropri- 
ations, except for emergencies, until we see the results of the 
CLT [Citizens for Limited Taxation] petition,” the mayor said 
last night. 

She said that if money is to be earmarked to pay for night | 
football, it will have to come out of the $260,000 already 
budgeted in Pittsfield for athletics. ae eoR | 

“If Jay Brock [the school department’s coordinator of health 
and human services], in his position as manager of that part of 
the budget, wants night football, then that’s his responsibility to 
make that decision,” the mayor said. 

Action began yesterday, however, to reschedule two Saturday 
afternoon games for Friday nights at Wahconah Park. 

According to plans set in motion yesterday, those games 
would be the Pittsfield-Taconic game tomorrow at 7 p.m. 
(originally scheduled Saturday afternoon at Taconic) and the 
Pittsfield-Wahconah game Oct. 26 (originally scheduled Oct. 27). 

Funding for night football games had been dropped by school 
officials this year, a reaction to the threat of severe budget cuts 
that were discussed last spring when the football schedules 
were being prepared. 

The evident revival of night football met with approval by 
both coaches involved in the Pittsfield-Taconic game. 

“T think it’s exciting,’ PHS coach Buddy Pellerin said. “You 
get three or four times the number of people at a game Friday 
night as you do for Saturday afternoon.” 

“I think it generates more interest,” Taconic coach Dan 
Sullivan said. “It gives the seniors the opportunity to play at 
least on oe Lae the lights, and it injects a little enthusi- 
asm, which we could use right now.” / 

fel IY. 


Mets to host unique baseball camp 


The Pittsfield Mets have announced plans for a summer baseball | 
tryout camp in which every candidate will receive a computer | 
| printout at the end of the day analyzing his pro potential. | 
_ Mets owners Mike Casey and Richard Murphy came up with the | 
| idea for the camp, which will be July 7 at Wahconah Park. Murphy, a | 
former amateur baseball player, recalled that at the tryout camps he 
| Sahai he is not oe what the scouts thought of him. At the | 
| amp, players will fi 
rue a Lsoied ind out what scouts regard as their strong | 
The camp will begin at 9 a.m. with a workout under the guidance of I 
_ professional instructors and in front of representatives of the Major | 
‘ League Scouting Bureau and other scouts and college coaches who : 
| choose to attend. Scouts from every major-league organization will be | 
| invited. The candidates will be given lunch, and in the afternoon they | 
_ will take infield, have batting practice and play two seven-inning | 
| eae The scouts will file reports at the end of the day, and each 
| ‘ete Wag receive a ee of his evaluation in terms of his pro | 
_ Athletes in the Western Massachusetts and Albany, N.Y., areas are | 
| encouraged to participate. The fee is $25, and those interested should h 
_ write the Pittsfield Mets at P.O. Box 328, Pittsfield, in care of Murphy | 


\ or Casey. | g 
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| The old ball game 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE: — 


Every day I wake up I 
thankful for living in this Heauti- 
ful area. Today I can add another . 
item to my list, as I just spent two © 
wonderful afternoons with my 7- 
year-old son at Wahconah Park 
watching the Pittsfield Mets play. 
Having a background of more 
than 19 years experience working 
In major-league baseball with the 
New York Yankees and the 
American League office, it was 
refreshing to go to a minor-league 
ball park and have the close con- 
tact with the young players of the 
future that Wahconah Park offers. 
You can hear the sound of every 
ie ee in the catcher’s mitt 
n e bats makin 
es g contact with 
Kid’s love baseball and it is a 
: | — peaceful way to spend some lei- 
eee - See sure time sharing with them. It 
HOT DOGI OPENING DAY—Food Is unloaded at | gets them out in the fresh air and 
Wahconah Park Monday In preparation for tonight's away. from the video games 
opener for the Pittsfleld Mets. (Transcript-Mark Rice} Weheioy Bee ee ie Fe 
expensive — I can’t say enough 


: fe nice things about it. I hope par- 
Pi t ts | e eTts re ae a chance to experience 
e closeness with your.child that 

I did with mi PY | 
with mine. Fg O/PP 


ready for opener | «.0.7|Jj= 


By MARK RICE 
Transcript staff 
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SE tine 


PITSFIELD — They come from Hilldale, Ill., and Norristown Pa., 
From the Bronx, N.Y., and Caracas, Venezuela. Small-town farm 
boys, big-city street kids. But no matter where they are from, the 
dream has always been the same. 

To reach The Show. To be a professional baseball player. 

And for 26 young ball players, plopped together this summer in the 
middle of the Berkshires, the fuzzy dream turns to stark reality 
tonight at 7 p.m. when the Pittsfield Mets open their second New York- 
Penn League season against the Oneonta Yankees at Wahconah Park. 
The defending McNamara Division champs expect a sellout crowd in 

“the 5,200-seat stadium: 

The state champion Drury baseball team will have a pre-game au- 
dience with baseball commissioner Fay Vincent, who will be in Pitt- 
sfield to throw out the first ball. The Blue Devils will then be introduc- 
ed to the crowd and honored with other dignitaries on the field. 

Under a new coat of ‘‘Met blue” and orange paint, Wahconah Park 
was waking from its winter slumber Monday, all gussied up for 
another summer of memories. Delivery men unloaded a truck load of 
fresh hot dog buns. Groundskeeper Dave Southard and his assistants 
made final preparations on the lush green, pristine infield. A tractor 
plodded along, smoothing the outfield warning track. 

And the players stretched out along the foul lines and lazed around 
the dugout. Some huddled together, acting cool. Others off by 
themselves, thinking about the upcoming seasen and future — 
possibly hearing the faint echoes of baseball history whispering 
around the 71-year-old park where Lou Gehrig once played. 

“I consider it a privilege to have the chance to play in a great tradi- 
tion like this,’ said middle infielder Phil Scott. ‘‘Getting paid to play 
the game I love... ahh! You can’t beat that.”’ 

Like Scott, many of the Mets were just drafted out of college or high 
school this June. So they haven’t had much time to prepare and get ac- 
quainted with new teammates and surroundings. 

Players are branded with nicknames before they learn each other’s 
real names. Pitcher Tom ‘‘Wild Thing” Wilson earned his monicker by 
donning the sunglasses worn by the character in the movie ‘“‘Major 
League’’. Wilson (2-3, 1.45 ERA for Sarasota last year) hopes to pitch 
like the ‘“‘Wild Thing’ in the majors, the Chicago Cubs’ Mitch 
Williams. 

Some players have to bury old, boyhood allegiances. 

“T hated the Mets before I signed,” said pitcher Steve Thomas. 
‘‘Now I guess I gotta root for ’em.”’ 

Other players are still shocked at the attention they get, and impact 
they make, as professional athletes in Berkshire County. 

“My first day here, heck, the first hour,’’ said third baseman Joe Ar- 
rendondo, ‘‘I went to the grocery store, and a kid about eight years old 
already asks me for my autograph. I have no clue how he knew I 
played for the Mets. I guess.he saw me move in.”’ 

Yesterday morning, the Pittsfield Mets visited area elementary 
schools as part of the DARE program. Students wrote essays about the 
evils of drugs, and the Mets honored them with certificates and free 

tickets to tomorrow’s Drug Awareness Day game. 

“I told the kids that there’s no way out with drugs,’’ said Jarrod 
Parker, a pitcher signed as a free agent from the Braves. ‘“When I was 
younger, meeting any pro athlete was exciting and an inspiration. | 
love kids, and I hope I can help them out. 3 


Parker was a freshman on the 1986 University of Iowa basketball 
team that reached the final eight in the NCAA tournament. When the 
Braves offered him $22,000 in 1987 to sign as an outfielder, ‘‘I took the 
money.”’ 

Parker said he’s a better outfielder than pitcher, but one pretty fair 
ex-baseball player changed all that in the Braves’ Bradenton, Fla., 
rookie camp in 1987. 

“tank Aaron saw me throwing in the outfield,’’ Parker recalled 
with a smile. ‘‘He must have been impressed with my arm, because he 
talked later with (manager) Rene Gonzales. And from that day on, I 
haven’t seen the outfield ever since.” 

Scott, the Mets’ 30th-round pick in this year’s June draft from Wit- 
tenberg University in Ohio, has been using some innovative training 
techniques. 

He read a Sports Illustrated article that described the workout pro- 
gram of New York Mets’ infielder Gregg Jeffries. The routine involves 
swinging a baseball bat in a swimming pool and hitting tennis balls 
thrown from 15 feet in a dark room. 

‘<We’re both switch-hitters with the same build,”’ said the 6-foot, 175- 
pound Scott, ‘‘so I figured it could help me, too.”’ 

Edgar Vasquez, 7-2 with a 3.05 ERA at Kingsport last year, will pitch 
tonight’s opener. New pitching coach Randy Nieman expects another 
good year from the righthander. 

‘Edgar is a control pitcher with a good live and low fastball and 
outstanding change-up,’’ Nieman said. ‘“‘We’ll have a lot of top 
starters. Everyone will push each other with good competition coming 
from eight or nine potential starters. fs 

‘The Mets’ challenge this year is to balance the pressure of winning 
the division again with the mandate of a Class A club — developing 
baseball skills. 

‘“We want to win, but we’re here to learn proper baseball,’’ Vasquez 
said. ‘“‘The city and area deserve a winning team. All professional 
players have pressure to win.”’ 

All the current Pittsfield Mets were stars on their respective college 
and high school teams. Now they have to prove themselves all over 


again. | See Mets, Page 10 





Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Holding court at the entryway to the Wahconah Park was the highlight of the evening last Loviag after the 
grandstand is Baseball Commissioner Fay Vincent, who Pittsfield Mets’ season opener was rained out. ; f / 





Casey, city at odds— 
as Mets end season — 


By Bill Everhart 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A year and a 
half ago, officials from the Pitts- 
field Mets and the city were all 
smiles as they signed an agree- 
ment that kept professional 
baseball at Wahconah Park. That 
moment has the haunting feel 
that wedding photos carry when a 
marriage goes on the rocks. 


Mets President Mike Casey 
maintains that the city govern- 
ment has taken the team for 
granted and failed to live up to 
its lease agreement. The irony is 
that after a season in which the 
Mets strengthened their grip on 
the fans and led the New York- 
Penn League in attendance for 
the second straight year, rumors 
continue to swirl that they are 
moving elsewhere. 

“With all the dire news about 
the local economy, we’ve brought 
a little sunshine here,” said 
Casey in an interview as the sea- 
son reached its final days. “But 
I’m yet to hear anything positive 


from anybody in City Hall in any 
way, Shape or form.” 
He said he wants to meet with 


r 
iy 
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city officials not only to resolve... 


difficulties between the two par- 
ties, 


agreement. In just two years 


but to extend the lease, 


Pittsfield has completely turned,» 


around its reputation as being 
unreceptive to baseball. The Mets 


have set city and New York-Penn. , 
League attendance records both 
years, and Casey isn’t eager to-, 


walk away from a solid fan base. 


“Not a week goes by when some 
municipality doesn’t approach us 
about moving,” he _ asserted. 
“Glens Falls would like nothing 
more than to have us. But we [he 
and team vice president Rick 
Murphy] don’t want to go. This is 
our hometown, and our fans have 
backed us. We want to continue 
providing entertainment to the 


city.” 


Casey’s unhappiness with the 
city stems in part from the situa- 
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Mets’ owner unhappy with city officials 


M@ CASEY, from DI 


tion with the ballpark lights. 
some burned out lights weren’t 
replaced, other lights that had 
been blown askew weren’t re- 
aligned and the outfield lights 
twice blew out during games. 
When the Erie manager refused 
to’ continue playing during one 
brownout, the game was. sus- 
pended in the fourth inning, 
costing the Mets concession 
money. Casey said the Mets 
picked up the $2,000 repair bill. 

Two banks of lights in center 
field went out during the second 
inning of the season finale Sat- 
urday night, but play continued 
and the lights came back on an 
inning later. 

“No one proved those blowouts 
were caused by lightning,” said 
Casey. “The lights were supposed 
to be in working order at the start 
of the season, and there is no 
indication that they were. Prom- 
ises were made at City Hall by 
the city solicitor [Paul Cormier] 
and nothing was done.” 
| Cormier was out of town this 
' week and unavailable for com- 
ment. 7 

Casey claims the city has failed 
to address a ventilation problem 


in the concession areas that the 
Fire Department has demanded 
be dealt with. He asserts that 
when an.oil spill was cleared up 
at Getty Oil, just outside the 
ballpark, the Mets were left to 
repair damage to the field caused 
by the cleanup. The team also 
resodded the outfield, which was 
torn to shreds during the high 
school football season. 


Casey also complains that “the 
parking lot is a disgrace, an eye- 
sore, particularly when we have 
put so much effort into renovat- 
ing the ballpark itself.” 


“Before, I used to think it was 
all the Revos,” he said in refer- 
ence to the owners of the Pitts- 
field Cubs, who also had difficul- 
ties with city government before 
leaving town. “They [the city 
government] tried to entice us to 
make the move from Little Falls 
when the city didn’t have a base- 
ball team, and we brought them a 
great organization. But we 
haven't received any support 
Since the announcement of our 
move was made. The only time 
we hear from the city is when 
someone complains about a foul 
ball breaking a window.” 


“No other city at this level of 
baseball gets that kind of recog- 
nition,” he contended. 


Casey fears city officials take 
the Mets for granted because they 
assume the local ownership won’t 
move elsewhere. That is one of 
several issues he wants to discuss 
in the near future. 


“We want to develop a team 
relationship with the city like we 
have with our fans,” he said. 
“And we want to extend our stay 
in Pittsfield so we can end all of 
these rumors. We don’t want to 
move, but if we don’t get some 
support from the city, we may 
have to.” 


“T realize what the budget sit- 
uation is here,” continued Casey, 
who added that John Marchesi 
and the Parks Department have 
been extremely cooperative in 
their dealings with the Mets. “But 
we’re bringing dollars into the 
area. The Chamber of Com merce 
went out of its way to try to bring 
the Volvo tennis tournament here 
fin 1989) and that would have 
been great to have. But we’re 
already here, and we get no re- 
spect at all.” 


In contrast to his unhappiness 


with the city government, Casey 


said he was impressed by resi- 
dents’ continued support for the 
team even though the ballclub 
wasn’t as successful as last year’s 
pennant winner. 

“Our fans proved they aren’t 
front-runners,” he said. “People 
continued to make their summer 
plans around the Mets. Night af- 
ter night, people would come 
down the ramp past me on their 
way home and say, ‘Thanks for a 
wonderful evening.’ That means 
an awful lot.” 

After losing an anticipated: 
crowd of about 6,000 to rain on 
opening day, Casey said the Mets 
regrouped, in part because even 
more local businesses — such as 
GE Crane & Co. and Mead Corp. 
— scheduled group outings to the 
ballpark this year than last. The 
parking lot was again dotted with . 
New York and New Jersey li- 
cense plates as the Mets continue 
to prove popular with tourists. | 

Wahconah Park was featured in 
a full-page column in Sports Il- | 
lustrated, and ESPN, Newsday of 
Long Island and the Christian 


Seience Monitor did stories on 


the team and ballpark. 
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How Pittsfield 

could host AA 

baseball in ’91 
he foundation has been laid for 

aA a new downtown ballpark in 

| Binghamton, N.Y., which, if the 


blueprints in Mike Casey’s desk are 
any indication, will have some of the 


--old school charm of Buffalo’s Pilot 


Field. The park is €xpected to be 
“ready for the opening of the Eastern 

- League season in April, but if it isn’t, 
Pittsfield could briefly be the home of 
Class AA baseball again. 

Casey, the co-owner of the Pittsfield 
Mets and the new Binghamton fran- 
chise, said the Binghamton team will 
open in Pittsfield next April if its new 
home isn’t ready, and if the park still 
isn’t ready in June, then the Pittsfield 
Mets will play elsewhere and Bin- 
ghamton will complete the season at 
Wahconah Park. The Mets could pos- 
sibly play in Glens Falls, and would 
return to Pittsfield when the Bing- 
hamton ballpark is finished. 

Casey downplayed suggestions that 
the Pittsfield fandom, which has taken 
the Pittsfield Mets to heart, wouldn’t 
be interested in supporting a Class AA 
team using Wahconah Park as a tem- 
porary home. The Eastern League’s 
Pittsfield Cubs, who ironically were 
always rumored to be moving to Bing- 
hamton, drew poorly in their four 
years in town. 

Casey also shrugged off speculation 
that it might be difficult to dislodge 
the Pittsfield Mets from a community, 
such as Glens Falls, which is clamor- 
ing for a minor league franchise and 
would be eager to make the Mets’ 
temporary home a permanent one. 

@ 


Casey and fellow owner Rick Mur- 
phy purchased the Eastern League's . 


Williamsport franchise from former 
Pittsfield Cubs’ minority owner Marvin 
Goldklang this summer, with the in- 
tent of moving it to Binghamton. The 
folks in Williamsport hoped the team 
might spend another summer there if 
the Binghamton stadium wasn’t ready, 
but that apparently won’t happen. 

It’s almost certain that Casey will 
have a Class AA working agreement 
with the New York Mets in place by 
next season, and the Mets have told 
Casey they have no interest in playing 
in Williamsport, which has drawn 
poorly and had maintenance problems 
on the field the past two seasons. 

The Mets’ current Class AA affilia- 
tion is with Jackson, Miss., of the 
Texas League, and while the Mets are 
hapvy with management there they 
are angry with what they perceive as a 
lack of cooperation on the part of the 
city. And it would be to the advantage 
of the Mets to sign at the Class AA 
level with Casey and Murphy because 
they have already established a work- 
ing relationship with them in Pitts- 
field. | 

Casey and Murphy, of course, would 
benefit from having a Mets’ team in 
Binghamton, which has a natural al- 
legiance to the Mets. Williamsport is . 
currently affiliated with the Seattle 
Mariners, who have no natural follow- 
ing outside the state of Washington, if 
there. 

What threatens to hold up the work- 
ing agreement is the increasingly ugly 
war between the major and minor 
leagues over the player development 
contract, which expires at the end of 
the year. The major leagues, which 
believe they are paying too much to | 
subsidize increasingly successful mi- 
nor league operations, sent termina- 
tion notices last month to 63 affiliates, 
including Jackson, to show they mean 


business. o/to . 
Should matters be resolved happily 
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and the Mets link up with Bin- 


ghamton, Casey says the New 


York front office has already 
agreed to an exhibition game be- 
tween Binghamton and Pittsfield 


-~at Wahconah Park. 


“I want Binghamton and Pitts- 
field to become sister cities,” said 


| Casey. 


In a way they already are, 
linked by six years of rumor and 
speculation. 

@ 


With the last popcorn box, the 


final beer cup, swept out of 


Wahconah Park, Mets manage- 
ment is gearing up to a busy off- 
season’ preparing for its entry 
into Class AA baseball. 

The Eastern League will meet 


‘on Sept. 13 to vote on the pur- 
chase of the Williamsport fran- 
' chise by Casey and Murphy. As- 


suming all goes well, the pair will 
fly to Las Vegas four days later 
for the Class AA meetings (there 


are some perks to owning a minor 


league team), and full-time laying 


_of the groundwork for the Bin- 
, ghamton franchise will begin in 
October. 


“Actually I’ve been out there 
every other week for awhile 
looking for office space and 


meeting people,” says Murphy. 


Murphy, a Dalton resident who 
was a part-owner of Custom 


Cleaning locally before selling his 


interest and moving into baseball, 
will move to Binghamton to over- 


'see the operation and is looking 


forward to the adventure. 

“I’m kind of used to being out 
of the area,” said Murphy, who 
graduated from Boston College in 
1985. “Not having kids makes it 
easier because I’m not uprooting 
anyone from’ school. My wife 


Double A in Pittsfield? 


[Jackie] is a registered nurse, So 
work should be easy for her to 
find, and some familiar people 
are going over there, too.” 

Wayne Soares, the Mets’ direc- 
tor of media operations and pub- 
lic address announcer, and assis- 
tant general manager Deborah 
Polaski will take similar roles in 
Binghamton. Casey and Murphy 
are negotiating with Scott Brown, 
the general manager of the Mets’ 
Port St. Lucie franchise in the 
Florida State League, in antici- 
pation of his filling a similar role 
in Binghamton. 

Casey will continue to oversee 
the Pittsfield operation, Account 
executive Mary Garlo and interns 
Keye McCusker, Ernest May and 


Shawn Southard are expected to 
form the nucleus of the Pittsfield 
operation next season. 

® 


Springfield has officially ap- 
plied to the National Association 
of Baseball to be considered as a 
home for Class AAA baseball, 
which is essentially a formality to 
keep the city’s options open. lt 
hardly seems worth the paper- 
work because the city has no 
irons in the fire at the present 
time. Casey had some preliminary 
talks with the city before getting 
together with Binghamton and got 
nowhere. 

Like Binghamton, Springfield 
would need a new stadium to 
attract a baseball team. Unlike 
Binghamton, there is no money 
available. The Binghamton sta- 
dium is financed in part by state 
funds, and with Massachusetts 
floundering economically and the 
governor and lieutenant governor 
squabbling like Third World pol- 
iticians, it appears unlikely that 
money for a Springfield stadium 


will be forthcoming. W9(9D | 





City says its good neighbor to Pittsfield Mets 


By Bill Everhart 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The claim of 

Pittsfield Mets president Mike 
Casey that the city has taken his 
franchise for granted “creates a 
wrong impression of the city’s 
role,” says City Solicitor Paul 
' Cormier. : 
_ Though the Mets again led the 
“New York-Penn League in at- 
tendance this summer, Casey has 
said he would consider moving 
the team if the relationship with 
the municipal government doesn’t 
improve. 

In an interview, Cormier and 
city Purchasing Agent Robert 
Tone characterized Casey’s 
comments as unfair and claimed 
that the city had done everything 
possible to accommodate Casey 
and his team. 

The dispute between the Mets 
and the city largely center around 


the state of the ballpark lights, 
which Casey maintains weren’t in 
good shape when the season 
started and weren’t repaired 
during the season. A game was 
suspended because of one of 
three partial blackouts. 


Waited for parts 


Cormier said the city, despite 
severe financial problems that 
still remain, agreed to come up 
with $7,000 to realign the lights, to 
replace burned out banks of 
lights, to install steel bolts that 
the Widelight company suggested 
to replace brass bolts discovered 
missing during repairs, and to do 
other related work. But many of 
the parts had to be ordered by 
R.A. Wilson Electrical Contrac- 
tors and weren't available by the 
start of the season, and the city 
decided to wait until it received 
all of the parts before beginning 


repairs. 

“It wasn’t prudent from a fiscal 
standpoint or a safety standpoint 
to send a guy up the poles to 
replace one thing, then another 
thing,” said Cormier. “We wanted 
to wait until all the parts were in 
so it could be done at once. There 
are perfectly valid reasons for the 
delay.” 

He recalls informing Casey of 
those reasons, but Casey declares 
that is “totally untrue.” 

The city did pay for the re- 
focusing of the lights before the 
start of the season, which Casey 
doesn’t dispute. 

When a partial blackout caused 
a game to be suspended, the Mets 
contracted with Wilson to replace 
a circuit breaker. Cormier says he 
should have been contacted first. 


“It may well be that the circuit 
breakers weren’t needed and an 


resolve the problem more 
cheaply,” he said. “That repair 
work was unknown to and unau- 
thorized by the city.” 

“Tye called the mayor and the 
city solicitor since those dates 
and have yet to get a phone call,” 
said Casey. ‘We played the next 
night [after the suspended game] 
and without a response we had to 
act and we did.” 


When Getty Petroleum was 


forced to conduct test borings at — 


Wahconah Park after an under- 
ground oil leak last summer, 
Cormier said the city required 
the company to get an insurance 
policy protecting the Mets from 
any damages. When Berkshire 
Medical Center requested tem- 
porary use of the Wahconah Park 
parking lot, a similar demand was 
made of BMC. 

“We don’t generally do these 
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City says its good neighbor of Mets 
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things for other groups providing 
a service within the city,” said 
Tone. “This is something ex- 
traordinary we did for the Mets.” 

“If that’s not being a good 
neighbor I don’t know what is,” 
echoed Cormier. 

It’s Casey’s contention that the 
city should have undertaken the 
repairs at Wahconah Park neces- 
sitated by Getty’s test borings. 
The work was done by the Mets, 
although financial reparation was 
made available from Getty. 


Cormier also provided an in- 
ventory of city-financed work ac- 
complished at the park. Among 
the jobs completed were the in- 
stallation of shower equipment in 
both locker rooms, rewiring of 
furnace offices, installation of 
additional office lighting, repairs 
of roof leaks, repair of the ticket 
shed and fence, and painting of 
locker room and shower room 
ceilings. 

The city also repaired damage 
caused by vandals, fixed a relay 
in the sprinkler system and fi- 


nanced a Hill Engineering study 
of ventilation problems in the 
concession area. Casey contends 
that the ventilation problems 
have not been resolved and that 
the repairs done were the re- 
sponsibility of the city as a land- 
lord. 

“When we make repairs to the 
ballpark, we have our interests at 
heart because it’s a city park,” 
said Cormier. “But a significant 
part of our motivation is that the 
Mets are there.” 

He pointed out that the Mets’ 
$5,000 rent fee was waived after 
budget cuts prevented the city 
from providing a head grounds- 
keeper, as contracted in the lease 
agreement. That enabled the 
team, said Cormier, to pay for its 
own groundskeeper. 

“When we signed the lease in 
1989, we didn’t just say, ‘You’re 
on your own,’” declared Cormier 


in response to Casey’s claim that 


the city has had no interest in the 
team since it moved here. “It’s 
unfair to characterize the city as 
an uncooperative partner.” 

Casey maintains that the spe- 
cifics of the disagreements be- 
tween the Mets and the city are 
less relevant than the communi- 
cation problems between the two. 

“T feel bad that the situation 


has deteriorated to the point that 
we have to carry on our dispute 
in the newspaper when it could 
have been resolved with a face-to- 
face meeting or a phone call,” he 
said. The Mets president said he 
has given up trying to reach 
Mayor Anne Wojtkowski or Cor- 
mier by telephone because his 
messages have gone unanswered. 


Despite the vitriol issuing from 
both parties, Casey and Cormier 
have each expressed an interest 
in extending the lease agreement, 
which runs out after the 1991 
season. 


Cormier did volunteer the in- 
formation that, if the city re- 
ceived a “better offer’ from an- 
other team interested in playing 
here, it would have to — by state 
law — accept the offer. But 
baseball’s strict territorial regu- 
lations make such an occurrence 
unlikely in the extreme. 


“We like pro baseball here, and 
we think the park is a beautiful 
example of a baseball park in a 
city this size,” he declared. “We. 
think, with the crowds the Mets 
have drawn, they are good for the 
city. There have been no [crowd] 
problems down there, and we are 
certainly interested in extending 
our agreement with the Mets.” 


3/70. 





Wahconah Park | 


is blacked out, 
and here’s why 


ast night at Wahconah Regional 
in Dalton, there was another 
nice crowd for the latest version 
of “Friday Night Football.” 
It was the second of four Friday 
_ night home games at Wahconah, which 
_ also will host four night soccer games, 
- two each for the boys and girls. 
Next Friday night in Adams, Ren- 
frew Field will be jumping when 
_ Hoosac Valley and Drury renew their 
- football rivalry, again under the lights. 
At Wahconah Park this season, there 
will be silent darkness for the first 
time in many years. 
How come? 
The bottom line, as might be ex- 
pected, is money. 
® 


Last spring, when budgets were be- 
ing deliberated, the economic num- 
bers were staggering and drastic cuts 
were threatened. At the time, there 
were threats of imposing outrageous 
user fees ($600 for hockey?) or elimi- 
nating sports altogether in Pittsfield. 

Now the fall has arrived, the sun is 
shining, money has magically reap- 
peared in the city budget and the 
athletes are all back on the playing 
/ fields. No sports were cut, and user 
fees were increased less drastically 
(now $25 per sport instead of $20 per 
year) than had been feared. 

But still no night football. 

And with the exception of a couple 
of coaches, nobody has made a peep 
about it. 

) 


The elimination of night games at 
Wahconah Park resulted from a cou- 
ple of factors. 

First, Taconic started playing its 
home games at the school last year 
and liked what it found: a real home- 
field atmosphere, nearby locker 
rooms, good drainage on rainy days, 
handy parking, etc. So this year, the 
Braves decided to play all their home 
games on Saturday afternoons at the 
school, which has no lights. 

That left Pittsfield High and St. 
Joseph’s to share the cost of using 
Wahconah Park. When the schools 
found out last spring that the cost for 
lighting would be increased from 
roughly $400 per game to $600 pe 


r 
game, that was the last straw. Pho] 4 
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Why Wahconah Park is dark 
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At Wahconah Regional, there 
are simply fewer lights and they 
cost only about $600 a month to 
operate. Since the lights were 
installed four years ago, football 
erowds have tripled in Dalton. 
Four football games and four 
soccer games (which also draw 
well) will easily pay the bill. In 
Adams, the town and school have 
an agreement that provides for 
reciprocal use of fields, so there 
is no bill to the school depart- 
ment for lighting Renfrew Field 
for a night game. | 

In Pittsfield, in addition to the 
$600 cost of lighting, each school 
has to pay city police (more than 
$900 per game), referees (about 
$200 per game), park police, 
maintenance staff, an announcer, 
Park Department staff and other 
incidentals that lift the cost per 
game to more than $1,000. And the 
schools don’t get any profits from 
the concessions. 

With ticket prices $2 for adults 
and $1 for students, and Friday 
night crowds averaging less than 
1,000 per game, the cost simply 
wasn’t justified, especially when 
euts were being made in other 
parts of the athletic budget, from 
equipment costs to transporta- 
tion. 

“I just felt the money could be 
put to better use,” said St. 
Joseph’s athletic director the 
Rev. Gary Dailey. “There was talk 
of fund-raisers, but the question 
was, do we really want to raise 
money for (night games] or should 
we think maybe about new 
equipment, or other items dealing 
with the safety of the players?” 

Both Dailey and PHS athletic 
director Tom Stanley report that 
fans haven’t been storming their 
offices demanding night games. 

As a result, the football games 


in Pittsfield will all be played on 
Saturday afternoons. Since,soccer = 
alone can’t carry the cost of | 


lighting Wahconah Park, the night 
soccer games have also been dis- 
continued, which is too bad for 
some parents who can't get out of 


work in time to watch their kids | 


play midweek afternoon games. 
Coaches who had become ac- 
eustomed to coaching on Friday 


night and scouting on Saturday | 
afternoon now have to find an- | 


other method. 


if the night games drew 3,000. 
fans, they could be profitable and | | 


things might be different. Things 
might change if tickets cost $5 for 
adults instead of $2, but athletic 


directors have wisely chosen to F | 


avoid that path, since it would 
probably only serve to chase away 
fans. 

For now, the money that would 
have paid for lights can be put to 
better use. Maybe a few more 
needy kids can have their user 


fees waived. And officials agree, . 


if the economics improve, there is 
no reason the night games can't 
be resumed next year. 

The athletic directors agree 
that there has been a nice side 
effect to the elimination of the 
night games: The fans are far less 
likely to go drinking before the 
games and cause trouble. 

“The problems definitely be- 
come less with day games,” 
Dailey said. 

Stanley, 
throwing 


who has seen egg- 


also doesn’t miss those head- 
aches. 

“Last Saturday afternoon in our 
game against Amherst, it was 
simple,” Stanley said. “The crowd 
was well-behaved, and the cops 
on duty were bored silly. That’s 


the way I want it.” F en G2 


incidents,’ obscene . 
chants and worse at night games,. | 


j 
i 
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As I See It 


Night football| 


will not die 
as local issue 


t has become, in an amazingly 
| short amount of time, the issue 
that would not die. 

Right up there with the Route 7 
bypass, Mass MoCA, Greylock Glen, 
Question 3. and the Roger Clemens 
fiasco, we find the new cause celebre 
— Friday night football at Wahconah 
Park. 

Last spring, the athletic director 
voted it out, possibly because of a 
misunderstanding that the price had 
gone up substantially. 

The issue was dead. 

Then Peter Arlos resurrected it two 
weeks ago and persuaded the City 
Council to ask Mayor Anne Everest 
Wojtkowski to appropriate money to 
pay the light bill for two night games. 
The mayor, in essence, said “no way, 
Jose.” 

The issue was dead. 

Now, like some creature from a 
“Living Dead” movie just in time for 
Halloween, the issue once again lives. 

Now may be the time for the wooden 
stake, the silver bullet or the crucifix 
— whatever it takes to kill this beast 
once and for all for 1990. 

ro) 


First of all, everybody seems to be in 
favor of night football at Wahconah 
Park. It’s a nice idea when you can 
afford it. The athletic directors de- 
cided that in 1990, we can’t afford it. 
We'll try again in 1991. 

To some football boosters, this is 
tantamount to taking away a God-given 
right of passage. How dare we deprive 
our seniors their right to play under 
the lights? 

Behind the scenes in Pittsfield, 
dozens of people have been scurrying 
about, seeking means to pay for night 
football, as though it’s the most im- 
portant issue facing the city. 

Where were these zealots when they 
closed the West Housatonic Street fire 
station? 

This week, another well-meaning 
group entered the night football fray. 


: @ 

Tuesday, the Associated Plastics 
Industries of Berkshire County voted 
to help pay the light bill for the Pitts- 


| 
| 
| 


field-St. Joseph’s game, now scheduled | 


Nov. 10, but that would be moved to 
Friday night, Nov. 9. 

“We did it to show that the plastics - 
group has an interest in the youth of 
the community,” said Thomas W. 


Dellert, president of the group anda | 


former football player at St. Joseph’s. 
According to the plan, PHS would seek | 
a little extra on the ticket prices, and 
the balance would be paid by the 
plastics group. A generous gesture, but © 
little did they realize how generous. | 
Problem is, if you turn on the lights 
at Wahconah Park, it’s going to cost 
$1,276 for a 30-day cycle, whether you 
play one game or 30 within that cycle. 
When the Council voted last week to 
seek $1,200 to pay for two games, some 
folks assumed that meant a per-game 
cost of about $600, but it doesn’t work 
that way. The plastics group expected 
to pay the balance on a $600 bill, when 
the number in fact is more than dou- 
ble that. Add an estimated $700 for 
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‘Night football is off 
for now in Pittsfield 


By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Once again, high school night football is on 
hold in Pittsfield. 

Jay Brock, the man in. charge of high school sports as the 
school department’s coordinator of health and human services, 
says there has been no change in his budget, and, until there is, 
there will be no night games. 

“Without a guarantee that the bill won’t be picked up by the 
School Department, I can’t do it,” Brock said yesterday. 

Most immediately, that means that the Pittsfield-Taconic 
game, which many had hoped would be played tonight at 
Wahconah Park, will instead remain at its original site and 
time, tomorrow at 1:30 at Taconic High. 

Because of the school budget crunch forecast’ last spring, 
night football games were written out of this year’s Pittsfield 
school schedule, mostly because of the expense for lighting. 

The issue was resurrected this week when Pittsfield City 
Councilor Peter G. Arlos submitted a petition to the Council 
asking Mayor Anne Everest Wojtkowski to appropriate $1,200 to 
pay for the lighting for two night games. The measure was 
passed at Tuesday’s Council meeting, but the mayor said 
Wednesday that there will be no new appropriations until the 
outcome of the petition by Citizens for Limited Taxation 
(Question 3) is determined in the November election. If Ques- 
tion 3 is approved, the city will face dire financial straits, she 
reasoned. 

Therefore, Brock is left with nothing added to his original 
$260,000 athletic budget. 

“Pye told everybody that if someone can pay for the lights, 
not the School Department, then we’ll have a night game,” 
Brock said, “but I couldn’t get that guarantee.” 


Receipts won’t pay the bills 


Brock discounted the argument that a night game could 
generate enough gate receipts to pay for the extra expenses, 
which includes lighting the field, hiring extra police and paying 
for Park Department supervision and maintenance. 

“The biggest crowd we had last year, which was the 
Pittsfield-Taconic game, would not cover the expenses,” Brock 
said. “A game at Taconic with half the people still makes a 
profit. And if we had a rainy night, we’d really be ina hole.... 
I like night football, but I just can’t take the chance.” 

Brock said his budget is already cut to the bone, and said that 
even if he found an extra $5,000, he’s not sure he would spend it 
on night football. 

“Our supplies are on a shoestring, each bus is planned to the 
dollar. ... If I do this, I’m cheating another sport out of 
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Night football: The issue won’t die 


a MCDONOUGH, from D1 VS year was made last spring, after a meetin 


athletic directors and Parks Department officials 


affiliated costs (extra police, park supervision, etc/, 
and you're talking about’ one expensive football 
game. Dye DAG 

Until yesterday, this whole new proposal was 
unknown to all’ the ‘principal parties, including 

Pittsfield School ‘Départment Health and Human 
Services Director Jay Brock, PHS Principal Norman 
Najimy and St. Joseph’s Athletic Director Rev. Gary 
Dailey, who, for one; wants no part of night football 
in November. ih (OTERLE 

“T think night footbalbis great; it helps bring the 
community together — but not on the ninth of 
November,” Dailey said. “Weatherwise in No- 
vember, you havea much better chance with sun- 
shine on a Saturday afternoon. [At night,] that park 
can be brutal, and“we wouldn’t play night games 
past the middle of October in any case.” 

SG ® 

Dailey also made’ a point to straighten out some 
of the economics regarding night football. 

Last year, the big ‘St. Joe-Monument game was 
played on a Friday night at Wahconah Park and 
raised $871 in gate reeéipts, he said, well below the 
$1,000-plus cost per game of night football. On Sept. 
29 this year, he said, axgame against Mount Greylock 
on a Saturday afternoén raised $1,100 — with no 
lighting bill to pay... « y Le ieee ort rer 
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Now do you want to hear a good one? 
The decision against playing night football this 


when the athletic directors were led to believe the 
lighting bill at Wahconah Park would practi 


“double in 1990. A spokesman for We 


Eléctrie-Co--said—yest ere was any in- 
crease, it was minuscule, and that the per-cycle cost 
of the lights is in about the same $1,250 neighbor- 
hood as last year. The utility spokesman said, 
however, that nobody from the schools ever asked 
the electric company about the price. © 

Isn’t communication wonderful? 

Nobody checked with the electric company about 
the bill. 

Nobody asked the mayor before the City Council 
acted. 

Nobody asked Brock or the athletic directors 
about anything before taking action. 


Najimy has perhaps the most simple and logical © 


solution to the whole mess. Raise the ticket prices. 


Charge adults $3 instead of $2, and charge students — 
$2 instead of $1. With a crowd of 1,000 people, this - 


could make all the difference. 


“In the situation we’re in now, there’s no money 
for all kinds of necessities, then we’re being foolish 


to undercharge for something like a football game,” . 


Najimy offered. “We charge $4 for a dance, and we 
have to close off ticket sales when we get 600 sold.” 
Not a bad idea. 
Let’s execute it in 1991. 


\.— with a final wooden stake through the heart. , 
Happy Halloween. 


\ For 1990, let’s just execute the night football issue 


Jlo-go 





The Pittsfield Mets 


During a two-year period in which much of 
the news in Berkshire County, economic and 
otherwise, has been bad, the Pittsfield Mets 
have been an oasis of good feeling. But with the 
departure of co-owner Michael Casey from the 
picture, even the news from Wahconah Park Is 
bad. | | 

Casey, for reasons both financial and per- 
sonal, has turned over his share of the team to 
fellow co-owner Richard Murphy, and while 
Casey and Murphy have been equal partners in 
the Mets the past two years, Casey has been the 
front man. He engineered the move of his and 
Murphy’s New York-Penn League franchise 
from Little Falls, New York, to Pittsfield, and it 
was largely due to his energy and drive that 
Pittsfield established city and league attendance 
records the past two summers after four dismal 
seasons in the Eastern League. 

Casey’s own financial resources enabled him 
to spend money to make money, and his will- 
ingness to do the little extras, like charter a 
plane to fly the Mets to a playoff game in 
Jamestown, New York, two summers ago, is a 
major reason why the New York Mets have been 


without Mike Casey 


eager to maintain an affiliation with Pittsfield. 

It’s sadly ironic that the collapse of Casey’s 
plan to bring an Eastern League franchise to 
Binghamton, New York, was instrumental in his | 
decision to get out of baseball entirely; the 
inability of Pittsfield Cubs’ owner Stuart Revo to 
move his Eastern League franchise to Bing- 
hamton prompted him to make the same deci- 
sion. It’s possible that political and business 
interests in Binghamton, Glens Falls, New York, 
and Burlington, Vermont, communities hungry 
for minor league baseball, may regard Casey’s 
departure from the scene in Pittsfield as an 
opportunity to persuade ownership to sell or 
move the franchise. 

Murphy is a local resident, but he is also a_ 
businessman, and it’s doubly unfortunate that 
Casey’s departure comes at a time when Mets’ | 
management and the city have been bickering 
over lease obligations. The Mets’ lease is up 
after this season, making this a good time for 
Murphy and city officials to sit down, hash out a 


lease extension, and maintain the stability of —, 


the Pittsfield Mets at an unstable time for the 
franchise. la- )&- 40 
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Watery weather drenches Berkshires 


By Daniel O. Bellow 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A lot of rain — 2.88 
inches in 48 hours — fell on the Berk- 
Shires this weekend, but not enough to 
cause serious flooding, Eagle meteorol- 
ogist George J. Bulgarelli said. 


Following the rain came cold weather 
such as is ‘usually experienced in these 
latitudes in mid-March, ending last 
week’s four-day hallucination of spring. 
The high temperature yesterday was 48 
degrees; the low, 32. 


Though there were ‘‘no serious floods,”’ 
Bulgarelli noted that flood-prone areas 


like Wahconah Park and areas of the 
flood plain of the Housatonic River were 
inundated. 

“‘Wahconah Park is always under wa- 
ter in the spring,’’ Bulgarelli said. ‘‘You 
can’t call it an emergency. This is a 
fairly common inconvenience this time 
of year.’’ Some large puddles from Sat- 
urday’s downpour remained in major 
streets, and some dirt streets were par- 
tially washed out, residents reported. 

With the arrival of cooler tempera- 
tures, the Berkshires are ‘‘now back to a 
normal situation weatherwise,’’ Bul- 
garelli said. Temperatures will hover 
around 45 or 50 degrees during the day, 


falling to around freezing at night. He 
said there might be some snow tonight, 
perhaps an inch or two, but it will not 
stick because the ground is so warm. 


Bulgarelli predicted mixed precipita- 
tion — snow and rain — for Thursday 
and Friday, but whatever falls will fall 
in modest amounts. “There will be no 
serious weather this week,’ he said. 


Harbingers of an early spring were 
seen in the very early melting of the ice 
on Hoosac Lake in Cheshire, the shal- 
lowest of the county’s lakes. The record 
for the earliest melting of the ice in 


Pontoosuc Lake, traditionally regarded 
as the benchmark for the arrival of 
spring, is March 26, set in 1916. Genera- 
tions of Pittsfielders have placed wagers 
on what day the last vestiges of ice will 
leave the lake. 


The ice in Pontoosuc has started to go 
out, characteristically signaling the pro- 
cess by turning green. Already there is a 
large area of open water at Pontoosuc’s 
shallow north end in Lanesboro. Veteran 
ice-watcher Lee Leahy-Stanfield last 
night declined to predict whether this 
year’s ice melting would set a record. 
That, she said, depends entirely on the 
weather. 





Friends of Wild Acres ec 


The Friends of Wild Acres are looking 

‘for more friends. The volunteers who 
' raise funds to buy trout for spring fishing 
-*derbies for children, senior citizens and 
handicapped persons are seeking support 
-'from. organizations and businesses, as 
° ‘well as from other individuals. 
‘4 Among Supporters of the Friends of 
~ ‘Wild Acres is the Italian-American Club 
* Of Pittsfield, which has scheduled its 
‘Second polenta and game dinner of the 
winter to benefit the Friends and the 
club. It will be March 13 at 6:30 at the 
clubhouse on Newell Street. 

Here’s an opportunity to enjoy a good 

“-meal and evening out and at the same 
time give a helping hand to a worthy 
cause. Dinner tickets are available for 
“$8.50 from Ray Meandro at the club and 
» also from Bernie Goclowski, 287 Holmes 
‘’ Road, president of the Friends. 
'” If you want to become a Friend or 
-. your organization does, just mail a check 
« “for any amount to Friends of Wild Acres, 
P.O. Box 1542, Pittsfield, 01201. Dona- 
tions are tax exempt. The IRS exemption 
number is 2492600. 


Giddings 


Our Berkshires 


Donations may also be made at Wild 
Acres pond during the derbies. Many 
Senior citizens and parents of children 
participating in the fishing events ap- 
preciate what is being done for them and 
their boys and girls. 


The city of Pittsfield has supported the 
derbies in the past with a $2,000 appro- 
priation by the mayor and the City 
Council, but how much longer this will 
continue is uncertain, according to Goc- 
lowski, because of the threat of State aid 
to cities and towns being eliminated or 
drastically reduced. 


8 
At the Friends’ recent annual meeting, 
Goclowski reported that Jim Riddle, 


‘98008 
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Conservation Commission properties 
manager and a Friends of Wild Acres 
director, had been renovating the inte- 
rior of the log cabin at Wild Acres. He 
also has donated and installed a steel 
Stove to replace the old potbellied one, 
made a new chimney and provided pine 
cabinets and a table. 

At Riddle’s suggestion, Wild Acres will 
be opened to the public President’s Day, 
Feb. 19, from 10 to 5. Visitors may view 
the improvements 


Controy nature trail and viewing the 
landscape from the observation tower. 
The trail, incidentally, which had be- 


come Overgrown with brush and falling | 
limbs, was cleared last fall under the | 
17, aS a} 
project for his Eagle Scout requirement. | 
He was assisted by fellow Scouts of— 
Troop 98 of St. Stephen’s Church and _ 
They also | 
cleared the dam and the observation | 


direction of David Keeler, 


troop committee members. 


tower area. 


A senior at Pittsfield High School, 
ALGO | 


‘setjsedoid 


“SUTYIY 10 SUITYS 


ould use some 


ia R. L’Hote. 


and participate in © 
outdoor activities, including cross coun- -| 
try skiing, walking the Franklin H. | 


Keeler has received early acceptance to | 
Bentley College. 


At the Friends of Wild Acres’ business 
session, Goclowski was re-elected presi- 
dent, Franklin M. Patrick, treasurer, | 
and Richard D. Petruzella, secretary. All| 
directors were renamed, and three new 
members were added to the board: Louis 
J. Perachi Jr., David L. Dickhaus and 

| 


more friends 
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Pittsfield's Wild Acres — 


| By EVE PERERA 


Wild Acres nature reserve, in south- 
west Pittsfield near the airport is an un- 
pretentious but enjoyable retreat for a 
picnic or stroll that can give a solitary per- 
son or a whole family a special kind of joy. 

Although it’s in the middle of the 
county’s largest population center, Wild 
Acres offers a convenient natural refuge. 
It is the kind of place where you can di- 
rectly experience nature’s seasons, 
whether it’s the joy of a lazy summer day 
or the bracing changes of autumn. 

The late Franklin Controy of the 
Pittsfield Conservation Commission was 
the crusty and vigilant guardian of this 
little plot of land, and the sign which the 
commission erected near the front gate 
honors him. Today, Wild Acres is overyy_ 
seen by the Conservation Commission, 
and supervised primarily by volunteers 

Our family met him and had a wonder- 
ful talk in the late ’70s when he caught us 
letting our dog loose to swim in the pond, 
a no-no. He loved Wild Acres and wanted 
it preserved for family use. He himself did 
a great deal of unpaid work there to keep 
it looking right. He was equally opposed 
to neglect and to inappropriate develop- 
ment of such places. 

When we first hiked to Wild Acres in 
the ’60s, we hadn’t even known it was 
there. It was badly overgrown, and bro- 
ken picnic tables lay scattered in the hilly 
areas that is now the Controy Trail. 

The reserve then belonged to a private 
fishing club whose membership had 
dropped off, and its use of the area had 
declined. Finally, they gave the area to the 
city, which (thanks in large measure to 
Controy’s tireless nagging) eventually 
began to take care of it. 

A runway for the Pittsfield Airport now 
encroaches on the western border of the 
reserve. It’s a somewhat jarring reminder 
of modern life in this otherwise natural 
setting, but it can be amusing to watch 
from your picnic table as an occasional 
small plane comes in for a landing. The 
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noisy private and business jets are less 
frequent. 
Open irregularly 

Wild Acres is marked by a sign just east 
of the intersection of South Mountain 
Road and Barker Road. You can either 
follow South Mountain Road west from 
South Street (Routes 7 and 20), or go east 
from Barker Road. 

Because the park is staffed by volun 
teers, the gates at Wild Acres are not 
always open. However, even when the 
gate is closed, visitors are still welcome to 
park by the road and walk in. 

Along the dirt entrance road there are 
many pleasures for the observant. You 
can enjoy the natural forest you'll pass 
through on the quarter-mile walk. You » 
can also ask yourself, or any child who is 


Many children like to walk 
or bicycle to Wild Acres 
with their fishing rods and 
their cups of worms. 
Fishing is only for children, 
ages 6 to 14. 


with you, to notice and name any wild- 
flowers along the way. | 

To your right along the road is a little 
brook, and if you do not have earphones 
full of human music in your ears, you will 
be able to hear its unassuming chant. The 
trees are alive with birds, and a great 


_ variety of insects hop and fly along. If a 


mosquito starts biting you, you'll want to 
slap it, but the birds will help to keep their 
numbers down. 

When you arrive at the pond you will 
see a little wooden bridge; a concrete 
dam, over which water pours or trickles, 
depending on the season; a row of sinks on 
a wooden stand for cleaning fish; picnic 
tables at various locations. 

The Franklin Controy Hiking Trail 
beckons to your left, its pathway covered 
with lovely brown pine needles. 


Nature preserve is a convenient haven for enjoying seasons 


On the right of the pond are several 
buildings, one of which is a pavilion that 
can be rented for the use of large groups. _ 
To the left is a rustic wooden structure on | 
which is affixed a large and somewhat 
worn sign pointing to the observation 
tower. This is well worth the additional | 
hike through the edge of some woods and | 
past a beautiful swampy area. A sturdy 
tower with wide platforms, it is not very 
tall, but tall enough to allow you an unob- 
structed perspective on this little corner 
of the Berkshires. 

Fishing is not for adults 


There are also several signs. One points | 


| Unions’ donations \ 


out that you must leave by 8 p.m. and 
another that the fishing is only for chil- 
dren, ages 6 to 14. 

Many children like to walk or bicycle to 
Wild Acres with their fishing rods and 


their cups of worms, or drive there with an | 


adult who can help with the baiting of 
hooks and the cleaning of fish. Each 
spring a fishing derby is held there, with 


prizes for the children catching the mE | 


gest fish. On that day, and that day onl 
senior citizens may also fish the Wild 
Acres pond, which is stocked with trout. 

Because of a shortage of public money 
to properly care for Wild Acres, the atti- 
tude of those who use it will determine its 
fate. The pond now wears, as it never did 
before, a thin rim of suds. The pond is also 
getting weedy because families and chil- 
dren in the area for years indulged them- 
selves in feeding the beautiful Canada 
geese who had discovered a free lunch 
and surrounded the area, their year- 
round sinecure, with their droppings. A 
sign now warns visitors not to feed the 
geese. Better to let them remember to 
migrate and fend for themselves as they 
used to. 

So eat your picnic, stroll around and 
look at the scenery, climb the tower, pick 
up all your own trash and enjoy. 


Eve Lewis Perera is a free-lance writer 
who lives in Pittsfield. 


‘Fishing derbies 
start Saturday 


PITTSFIELD — The Friends of 
“Wild Acres and the Parks and 
‘Recreation Department will hold 


the first of their 1990 fishing der-— 
pies Saturday and Sunday from 7 


to 7. 
~ This weekend’s derbies will be 
for children from 6 to 14 years 


old. Prizes will include two Red | 


“Sox tickets and a rod and reel. 


' Senior citizens’ derbies will be 
Tuesday and Wednesday, May 8 


and 9, and Monday and Tuesday, 
“May 21 and 22, each from 6 a.m. 


to 7 p.m. Children will be allowed 


to fish after 3 during all derbies. 


~~ “There will be a derby for hand- 
“icapped people Sunday, May 20, 
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from 9 to 4. 


assist Wild Acres 
PITTSFIELD — Members of 


local carpenters’ unions will re- 


place the roof on the log cabin at 


| Wild Acres tomorrow. 
‘Conservation Properties Man- 


ager James J. Riddle said the 
unions have donated material for 
the work and will replace an as- 
phalt roll-roof with shingles. 

He said he has been working on 


renovating the interior of the 


cabin as well so that the building © 
will be ready for the annual chil- 
dren’s fishing derby Saturday and 


\ 


Sunday, May 5 and 6. 


Wild Acres is owned and ad- 


ministrated by the Pittsfield Con- 


\ 


‘servation Commissio 
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Goose-hunting proposal 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Peter Arlos has filed a particu- 
larly sinister petition with the 
Pittsfield City Council calling for 
an investigation as to why the 
city’s Conservation Commission 
does not permit goose hunting at 

| Wild Acres Sanctuary, a property 
which is managed by the Conser- 
vation Commission. Mercifully, 

| the City Council had the good 
sense to forward this petition to 
the Pittsfield Conservation 
Commission, and I think the 

| geese at Wild Acres can take 
comfort in this action. The com- 
mission has always had a kindly 
eye for these proud birds. 

Many years ago the late Frank 
Controy, chairman of the Conser- 
vation Commission, and to whose 

memory Wild Acres is dedicated, 
would gather geese that had been 
wounded or entrapped in urban 
life and bring them to Wild Acres 
- for recovery. There is no doubt 
'that some of the more senior — 
geese of Wild Acres are of this 
| lot. 

I know of many sportsmen, 
conservationists and schoolchil- 

- dren who assisted Frank in these 
' endeavors, and I would hope that 
| they might write the Conservation | 

Commission, care of City Hall, 
and record their displeasure with 
this brutish proposal. 

GEORGE S. WJSLO¢KI 

Pittsfield PBS FO 

George Wislocki is a former 
member of the Pittsfield Con- 
servation Commission. 





: Just a nibble | 


Walter Hyde gets a bite during a fishing derby for senior citizens yesterday at Wild Acres 


in Pittsfield. Unfortunately for Hyde, the fish got away. G\ q \ aD 


‘Two fishing derby winners 


do a repeat performance 


By Theodore Giddings box; and Kelly O’Neil, 10, 144 El- 

Special to The Eagle eanor Road, lures. 
PITTSFIELD — Despite odds The Red Sox tickets were do- 
that were about as one-sided as nated by state Rep. Robert Frank 
those against Unbridled in the Jakubowicz, and the rod and reel 


Kentucky Derby, the first- and and other prizes by Onota Boat 
second-place winners Saturday in Livery. 

the boys’ division of the children’s Senior citizens (60 and over) 
fishing derby at Wild Acres du- will get their chance to fish today 
plicated their feat Sunday. and tomorrow from 6 a.m. to 7 

Jamie Brooking, 14, of 181 West p.m. Children. will be allowed to 
Housatonic St. caught the first fish after 3. 5 [8/90 j 
tagged trout Saturday and was 
awarded a rod and reel. Randy 
Spaniol, 9, of 94 Hungerford St. 
reeled in the second one. with a 
tag and was given a net. 

In a repeat. performance Sun- 
day, Jamie accepted a tackle box 
as first prize and Randy some 
fishing lures for second. 

The annual spring event spon- 
sored by Friends of Wild Acres 
and the city’s Department of 
Parks and Recreation attracted 
277 boys and 66 girls Saturday 
despite heavy to light rain most of 
the day. More favorable weather 
Sunday. brought out 361 boys and 
73 girls. The catch for the two 
days was 434 trout. 

They fished for 1,400 stocked 
trout, mostly brook trout, scaling 
up to 3 pounds, according to derby. 
officials. 

Other winners and their prizes 
were listed as follows by Jack 
Carroll of the Parks Department: 

Chris Riddle, 6, 43 Springside 
Ave., lures; Ashley Bouchard, 7, 
746 Crane Ave., two tickets to a 
Boston Red Sox game; Valerie 
Boody, 6, 1646 West Housatonic 
St., lures; and Holly Gardner, 10, | 
21 Circular Ave., lures. | | 

Also, Mark Kalinowski, 14, 67 | 

_ Shaker Lane, lures; Sharon Dob- | 
», Son, 7, 305 Highland Ave., tackle | 








Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Fishin’ in the rain 
Ensconced in his foul weather gear, 4-year-old James Anello II shows 
off the four trout he caught at yesterday’s Wild Acres fishing derby in 


Pittsfield. A second derby is scheduled today for fishermen from 6 LO 
years old. Shek 





Michael Casey’s world unraveling 


By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The financial 
world of former Pittsfield Mets 
president Michael T. Casey has 
come crashing down upon him. 

At least two banks have filed 
attachments on his home in Dal- 
ton and he will soon begin the 
process of filing for Chapter 11 
reorganization in federal bank- 
ruptey court. 

Complications involving his 1988 
sale of the Ashmere Manor Nurs- 
ing Home in Hinsdale, plus the 
recent collapse of plans to take 
an Eastern League baseball team 


Michael 


| w CASEY, from Al 
have taken no legal steps to re- 


coup their losses. 

“Pm defeated, and I’ve had a 
Jot on my mind lately,” said 
Casey, who 1s also-dealing with a 
serious health problem in his 
family. ‘lve made some bad 
business decisions, and I want. to 
take care of my obligations, take 
care of the people who believed 


‘in me. | had two choices: to run 

or to stand and fight. I chose the 
‘Jatter, because | think too much 
of the people here to let them 
down.” 

“We have a financial morass 
ereated by a series of transac- 
tions,” said Philip H. Hendel of 
Springfield, Casey’s attorney. 
“The deal in Binghamton acted 
like a domino effect, the creditors 
all went to the eourts to protect 
themselves and I want to try to 
undo all that.” 


Fraud charges possible 


-. Casey is also facing a possible 
fraud complaint that results from 


eS handing over control of the 


Pittsfield Mets to his longtime 
_ pusiness partner, Rick. Murphy, 
with no payment involved. That 
transaction, announced last 
weekend, is not legal as long as 


he remains in debt to other cred- | 
itors, so the control of the base- | 
may end up in the | 


ball team 
- eourts. 


“He did that unwittingly, in an | 


attempt not to harm the fran- | 
~ chise, thinking that if he didn’t | 
have the franchise in his name,| 
then it wouldn’t be in jeopardy, | 
Hendel said. 
~ Such a move could be con-| 
strued as an attempt to hide an 
asset, however, “and creates the | 


appearance of impropriety,” | 
- Pendel said. The attorney added | 


Casey s 


to Binghamton, N.Y., have left 
Casey more than $1 million in 
debt, he said. 

As a result, Bank of New Eng- 
land-West has filed an attach- 
ment in Central Berkshire Dis- 
trict Court for $230,000 on his 
home at 1 Park Ave., Dalton, and 
the UMass/Five College Federal 
Credit Union of Amherst has filed 
an attachment in Northampton 
District Court for $100,000 on the 
same property — both in an at- 


tempt to recoup losses on loans to 
Casey. 


Ernest D. May Jr., who worked 
for the Pittsfield Mets last sum- 


mer, has been named co-defend- 
ant on the attachment filed in 
Northampton. And in a related 
matter, Pittsfield insurance agent 
John D. Codey has had a $115,000 
attachment filed on his home at 
33 Nottingham Drive by Bank of 
New England-West. 

Casey would not say how Codey 
and May are connected with his 
financial problems, and Codey 
was unavailable for comment 
yesterday. | 

Several more Berkshire County 
business people reportedly have 
loaned money to Casey but so far 


CASEY, continued on B4: 


finances collapsing 


‘rm defeated, and I me had a lot on my 
mind, lately,” said Casey, who 1s also 


dealing with a serious 
family. ‘Tve made some 
I want to take care of 


decisions, and 
my obligations.’ 


illness in his 
bad business 


ah" 
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franchise, for which recent offers 
have been made “in seven fig-. 
ures,” Hendel said. 

Casey, 46, a longtime. area 
businessman, was a salesman at 
Byron-Weston Co. for 16 years, 
then purchased the Ashmere 
Manor Nursing Home in 1982. 
Over the years, he also owned 
Daly Plaza in Dalton (which he 
sold for $312,000 in 1986), the 
Union Block in Dalton (sold for 


- $400,000 in 1986) and interest in 


the Devanny-Condron Funeral 
Home in Dalton (sold for $112,000) 
and the Dalton Nursing Home. 
He has been chairman of the 
Central Berkshire Regional 
School Committee and a director 


that Casey made that move with- | | 


out legal counsel 


shares returned to him. 
Casey, 


Casey owns 50 percent of the | 


and that steps | 
have been taken to have those | 


Murphy and former | 
partner Francis Devanny bought | 
the New. York-Penn League | 
franchise in 1988 for $200,000, and | 


of Hillcrest Hospital. 

Things started going sour, he 
said, with the sale of the nursing 
home to Ashmere Chesapeake 


- Care Corp. for $2.1 million in 1988. 


He said that he gave 4 second 
mortgage on that property for 
$400,000, which he said he hasn't 
collected, and that he was never 
paid $210,000 for three years of 
salary aS a consultant to the 
business. However, he lost a law- 
suit against the owners of that 
corporation, who claimed Casey 
misrepresented water quality 
problems on the property. 


The other disaster was in Bing- 
hamton. Casey planned to buy the 
Williamsport, Pa., franchise, Se- 
cure a New York Mets Class AA 
team and move it into a stadium 
to be built in Binghamton. 


Stadium never built 


Long delays in negotiations be- 
tween the major and minor 
leagues forced the Mets to keep 
their Class A team in Jackson, 
Miss., of the Texas League in 
1991, and ground has never been 


broken for the promised stadium. 
As a result, Casey said he has 


ost the $350,000 franchise fee — 


essentially his deposit on buying 


the team — he paid to Williams- 

ort owner Marvin Goldklang and 
about $150,000 in administrative 
expenses spent over the last 11 
months in anticipation of the 
move to Binghamton. 


d?Hendel said he plans to re- 
view that contract with Goldklang 


‘to see whether Casey can recoup 


——————* 
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‘We have a financial morass 
created by a series of 
transactions. The baseball 
deal in Binghamton acted 
like a domino effect, the 
creditors all went to the 
courts to protect 
themselves.’ 


— Philip Hendel, Casey’s lawyer. 
IALEVEG D . 


any of those losses. | 

In 1988, Casey, Murphy and 
Berkshire County funeral director 
Devanny, acting as C,D&M Asso- 
ciates, purchased the Little Falls. 
(N.Y.) Mets of the New York-Penn 
League. After operating the team | 
there for one season, they moved > 
the franchise to Pittsfield. De- 
vanny sold his share of the team 
to his two partners. 


Casey and Murphy have oper- 
ated the league’s most successful 
franchise over the past two Ss€a- 
sons at Wahconah Park, setting 
league attendance records and 
averaging nearly 100,000 fans per 
season. 


Mets will roll on 


Casey said he expects the Mets 
to continue to succeed in Pitts- . 
field under Murphy's guidance. 

“The loyalty of the fans is 
strong, and what this shows is 
that no individual is bigger than 
the institution,” he said. 

As for his own future, he said 
he has received two inquiries 
from major-league baseball teams 
in recent days, “but I’m not really - 
in a position to be able to talk 
about it.” 

Looking back over the last 
couple of years, Casey was philo-— 
sophical. 

“The way I look at it,” he said, 
“how many people get to realize 
their dream? I always wanted to 
be involved in baseball, and I was 
never good enough to make it as 
a player. As an owner, I realized 
my dream, connecting with a top 
team, setting the attendance 
record, getting the national pub- 
licity, getting the city to rally be- 
hind us. Now it’s all come crash- 
ing in, and I take it as a personal — 
blow.” | 

Casey’s attorney said things | 
aren’t hopeless. 

“Within 48 hours we plan to file 
for Chapter 11 reorganization SO 
Mike’s assets will be protected 
until we straighten out the prob- 
lems,” Hendel said. “There are 
only a few creditors involved. 1 
think we can untangle it.” 


‘ | 





Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Stuffing eggs 

Anthony Crea stuffs some of the 10,000 Easter eggs for the | 
annual Easter egg hunt in Pittsfield, which is sponsored b 
the Exchange Club, the Department of Parks and Recre- 


ation and Price Chopper. The hunt will be Saturday, April 
14, at 3 p.m. The rain date is Sunday. 414 146 
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Eager h i f | 
g unters forage their age group’s area at the annual Easter egg hunt, held yesterday 


Ege hunters crack 5-minute mark 


By Raymond J. Lamont 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — ‘‘Three...two... 
one. ... Go!”’ 

At 3 p.m. yesterday, that countdown 
from Department of Parks and Rec- 
reation Director John Marchesi sent 
an estimated 1,200 children charging 
onto the Reid Middle School playing 
fields in quest of that quintessential 
holiday treasure, the Easter egg. 

By 3:05, all 10,000 colored plastic 
eggs had been gathered up. And many 


of the participants were gobbling the 
jelly beans stuffed inside. 

Pittsfield’s annual Easter egg hunt 
resumed after being snowed out last 
year, went ‘“‘as smoothly as I can 
remember in the 34 years I’ve been 
here,’”’ said Marchesi. The event was 
sponsored by the parks department 
the Exchange Club, and Price Chop- 
per, which provided the eggs. 


“It might look tough,’’ Marchesi 
added, ‘‘but the kids were well- 
behaved, the parents were well- 


behaved, nobody’s been complainin 
— and we only had one lost child. AG 
far as I’m concerned, that’s history.”’ 
The scene was not totally serene. As 
starting time approached, children 
separated according to age group in 
roped-off starting bays, pressed to- 
ward the starting line, and parents 
waited anxiously behind a snow fence 
But when the hunt began, the sight of 
bewildered preschoolers running aim- 
lessly in all directions was too much 


EGGS, continued on A8 
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Egg hunters wiped out nest in 5 minutes 


and turned her attention to the 
more tangible prize, the jelly 
beans. 

“T didn’t know how she’d re- 
spond to all this,” Pamela Bell 


8 EGGS, from A3 


for many adults to take. 
Several parents charged onto 
the course to lend an extra pair of 
hands. At least two mothers of 
children in the 3- and 4-year-old 
- division lifted their kids over a 
restraining rope into the 5-and 6- 
year-old bay, where eggs were 
more plentiful along the divider. 
Some kids, of course, were in- 
finitely more successful than oth- 
ers; And while there were theo- 
retically more than enough eggs 
to go around, some kids walked 
away empty-handed. 7 
But even they ultimately were 
winners. Standing alongside a 
truck at the top of the hill, event 
chairman Daniel Zavatter, the 
Exchange Club secretary, doled 
out packaged eggs and jelly beans 
to. those kids who found nothing. 


IS 


extra packages, just in case. 


“Usually we have a few hun- 
dred kids that don’t get some- 
thing,’’ said Marchesi, ‘‘but this 
isn’t so bad. We’ve only had about 
95 or so come through here.”’ 

Though 9,000 of the eggs were 
stuffed with jelly beans, another 
1,000 were filled with gift certifi- 
cates. And children who scooped 
up solid-color eggs — gold, black 


said as 
smile. ‘“‘But it looks like she’s en-— 
joying herself. 
‘Her father is a 
laughed Bell, whose husband, 
Larry, coaches at Williams Col-— 


Kiersten stood by with a 
track coach,” | 


‘When she hears ‘On your | 


or silver — or brought in the 
largest and smallest eggs in their 
age classes, earned a variety of 
other prizes donated by area 
businesses. 

Two-year-old Kiersten Bell of 
Pittsfield numbered a silver egg 
among: the dozen she collected 
and thus earned a $2 gift certifi- 
cate from a local chocolate shop. 
But, opting for instant satisfaction 
over any sort of long-range bene- 
fits, she turned the paper certifi- 


' Hunt sponsors had set aside 600 ppeate over to her mother, Pam, 


lege. 
mark, get set, go,’ 
what it means.” 
The prize winners: ' 
Ages 2 and under: Brandon Lyon, Nicole 
Haddad, Kiersten Bell, Caitlyn Holloway and; 
Melissa Lussier. | 
Ages 3 and 4: Kristina Turner, Nathan | 
Huggins, Ryan Lussier, Jeff McNeil, Rebecca * 
Wendling. | 
Ages 5 and 6: Charles Gonnello, Craig | 
Napolitano, Matt Sandrine, Richard Kelly,» 
Sarah Reagan. | 
Ages 7 to 9: Nicholas McNeil, Meaghan | 
Prendergast, Chrisopher O° eil, Brooke Roli- © 
ing and Jeffrey Brien. \S\G0 y 


she knows | 





